
UPS President R. Franklin Thompson offers the daily 
invocation at the Washington State House of 
Representatives. 
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Legislature honors Dr. Thompson 
President Dr. R. Franklin 

Thompson, who is a preacher in 
t h e United Methodist 
Conference, was on hand at the 
House of Representatives last 
Friday to deliver the daily 
invotation, and was afterward 
showered with surprise honors. 

A resolution was passed 
expressing the legislature's 
"sincere appreciation" to Dr. 
Thompson for his services to the 
citizens of the state and the 
nation during the 31 years as 
president of the University of 
Puget Sound. 

The resolution noted that 
"many of the leaders of our 
state have directly benefited 
from the example of honesty, 
directness, diligence, ingenuity, 
eloquence and persuasiveness 
exhibited to them by Dr. 
Thompsonduring the formative 
period of their lives" at UPS. 

House Speaker Leonard A. 
Sawyer and Minority Floor 
Leader Thomas A. Swayze both 
were UPS graduates during the 
tenure of Dr. Thompson. Other 
members of the House or their 

families have also graduated 
from UPS. 

After the resolution passed 
the House, Dr. Thompson was 
introduced to the Senate, whose 
members also passed a resolution 
honoring him. During the 
House ceremonies, Rep. Sawyer 
reminded Dr. Thompson that he 
and his wife Beverly were 
married by Dr. Thompson 
shortly after thei risdust on. 

Swayze said that "being 
recognized nationally and 
internationally for his 
achievements cannot help but 
bring distinction to the State of 
Washington and the people of 
this state." 

Rep. C. W. Beck, D-Port 
Orchard, said he felt Dr. 
Thompson is "one of the 
outstanding speakers and 
humanitarians in the State of 
Washington." 

Rep. Helmut Jueling, 
R - Fircrest, another UPS 
graduate, said, "For all the 
alums, we love you." 

Rep. Mike Parker, D-Tacoma, 
attributed his school 
achievements to Dr. Thompson 
who set up the financial aid 
program which enabled Rep. 
Parker to attend UPS. 

Rep. Hal Zimmerman, 
R-Camas, reported that he had 
been one of Dr. Thompson's 
students when he was teaching 
at Willamette University. 

Gov. Dan Evans said of 
Thompson, "He's left a mark on 
this state not just in the 

educational field but in other 
fields as well." 

Gov. Evans said he hoped the 
state would hear more from 
UPS' retiring president. 

Dr. Thompson told the 
legislature, "This is indeed an 
historic moment and no man 
takes it lightly or without a sense 
of public responsibility." 

Recognition events for 
Thompson announced by the  

university are an open house 
May 30 and a banquet June 1, 
with the keynote address to be 
given by Senator Mark Hatfield 
of Oregon. Hatfield was a former 
student of the president while 
Thompson was at Willamette. 

by Alan Smith 

The 19-year-old drinking bill 
passed by the Senate recently 
will become effective June 7, 
legal aids in the Legislature say, 
but the problems that the bill 
could raise arevaried and wierd. 

According to Senator John 
Stender, if an 18-yearold 

- cocktail waitress spills a drink 
onto her finger, then licks it off, 
"she would be violating the 
law." 

Stender, who argued against 
the 19-year-old drinking bill in 
the Senate, said that it would be 
much better to lower the age to 
18 so the drinking age would be 
in keeping with other 
1 8-year-old legal rights and 
responsibilities laws. 

The bill passed anyway, and 
when the TRAIL went to press. 
Gov . Daniel J. Evans was saying 
that he would not veto a portion 
of the bill which allows 
18-year-olds to work in bars 
even though they can't drink. He 
said such employment 
opportunities are valuable to 
young people. 

But the new bill causes some 
complications. 

In 	o n e 	sense, this 
"liberalizing" piece of legislation 
takes a step backward. Today 
18-year-old musicians may work 
in licensed beverage 
establishments, but the new bill 
inadvertently boosts this age to 
19. 

Another apparent inequity in 
the bill is that it would allow 
18-year-olds to be bartenders 
waiters or waitresses in cocktail 
lounges which mix and serve 
hard drinks, but they cannot be 
similarly employed drawing only 
beer in a tavern. 

These problems, according to 
sources, are the result of the 
political compromise which led 
to the bill naming 19-year-olds, 
instead of 18-year olds as legal 
drinkers. This is the same kind 
of compromise as the one 
adopted by the Washington 
State Legislature in 1970 
concerning the I 8-year-old vote. 

The solons decided that it ws 
wiser to compromise between 
the ages of 18 and 21, and they 
hit upon 19. 

Of course, national action led 
to the initiation of the 
18-year-old vote, anyway; and 
this led in turn to other legal and 
political concessions. But the 
drinking age remained at 21. 

Gov. Evans asked the 
legislature in January to fix the 
inequities existing between 
18-year-old drinking laws and 
other 18-year-old laws but it 
was apparent from the start that 
legislators had no intentions of 
lowering the age to 18. 

Although the Senate 
Judiciary Committee reported 
out the bill, Senator Ted 
Bottigger, a Tacoma Democrat, 
mounted strong opposition to it. 

He wanted the age set at 19 
to take drinking out of the high 
school he said. 

The 19-year-old compromise 
spread quickly throughout both 
Houses, just as it did in 1970,  

a n d t h e H o u s e of 
Representatives adopted it. 

John Rabel a young Seattle 
Republican representative and 

'prime sponsor of the governor's 
original 18-year-old bill, was so 
disgusted with the passage of the 
19-year-old compromise that he 
voted "no" on the floor. 

Stender offered in the Senate 
to change the age to 18, but that 
move was defeated. 

Senator Pete Francis 
mourned, "This doesn't make 
any sense at all " but he voted 
for the compromise as being less 
hypocritical than a drinking age 
at 21. 

Senator Frank Atwood, a 
Bellingham Republican, a 
conservative, an Evans critic, a 
solid constitutionalist and a 
lawyer, said that if the 
compromise ever went before 
the courts, it would be struck 
down as unconstitutional. He 
said that only an 18-year-old bill 
would rid the law of its present 
hypocrisy. 

Dr. Thompson and Representative Tom Swyze, a UPS 
alumnus, display a copy of the resolution honoring Dr. 
Thompson. - 

New 19-year-old drinking law 
causes all kinds of problems 
























