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TRIDENT, IMPACT ON AMERICA 
by Jerry Everard 

An issue with which Nor-
thwesterners particularly and those 
who enjoy breathing in general are 
concerned is the issue of the deploy-
ment of a Trident submarine missile 
system at Bangor Naval Station in Kit-
sap County. 

The USS Ohio, which arrived at 
Bangor in August of 1982, is the first 
of what will eventually be a fleet of ten 
Trident subs stationed at Bangor. 
The next ship to arrive will be the USS 
Michigan, slated to arrive at Bangor in 
September of 1983. Another seven 
ships, now in construction at Groton, 
Connecticut will begin arriving at 
Bangor in eight month intervals follow-
ing the USS Michigan. Other names 
assigned to these ships include: USS 
Florida, USS Georgia, USS Rhode 
Island, and USS Alabama. Each ship 
will be equipped with 24 missiles with 
multiple nuclear warheads. 

Differing positions on this issue 
have deep seated roots in differences 
in contemporary political thought. 
Those who favor this issue tend to be 
conservative at heart and believe that 
the best way to preserve peace in the 
world is through a balance of terror. 
Those who oppose this issue tend to 
be more liberal and believe that 
nuclear weapons will not be used to 
deter other nations but will, in fact, 
escalate weapons systems to such a 
point that mutual annihilation is in-
evitable. 

In a recent conversation with a 
spokeswoman from Greenpeace (the 
organization which recently aided in 
the Peace Blockade), the Trail was 
told that they and other groups with 
similar ideological inclinations are 
avidly opposed to the Trident issue on 
two fundamental grounds. First of all, 
they are against all nuclear weapons 
and especially any new one which 
may lead to an escalation of the arms 
race. 

Secondly, the Greenpeace 
spokeswoman said that her organiza-
tion was most worried about this par-
ticular program because it con-
stititutes, in their opinion, a first strike 
weapons system. According to the 
spokeswoman, "A first strike 
weapons system goes a long way 
toward eroding national security." 
Her organization feels that the Trident 
will be a destabilizing weapon, llidt it 

"doesn't deter an attack", in fact, 
they fear, "the US will be more pro-
mpted to use that possibility first." 

Greenpeace and other organiza-
tions feel the need to make a grand 
stand against the Trident issue 
because "it is one of the first, first--
strike weapons the US has  

deployed." They feel that this is im-
portant since once the US is 
recognized as having this first strike 
capability, the USSR will also in-
troduce its' own system for first--
strike capability, thus placing the 
world on the brink of disaster. 

The Greenpeace/Environmentalist 
faction then, feels that with a first--
strike capability on both sides, the in-
stability of the world will be to a point 
where one side will feel the necessity 
to strike first. Greenpeace feels that 
the only way to ensure peace (to en-
sure that neither side will feel the 
necessity to strike first) is to make 
sure that neither side has the capabili-
ty to strike first. For Greenpeace, Tri-
dent is the beginning of the end. 

A spokeswoman for the US Navy 
recently told the Trail however, that 
the Trident program is a vital part of 
the US's defense system. The Navy 
spokeswoman stressed her point that 
the Trident is "not a first--strike 
weapon." She stressed that it was a 
vital defense weapon. According to 
the Navy, the Trident is important to 
American defense as, "the largest 
strategic deterrent in preventing 
nuclear war." This is so, tne 
spokeswoman indicated, because 
Trident is the first program which is 
"highly invulnerable to preemptive at-
tack" (quoting from Vice President 
Bush's speech at the ship is commis-
sioning ceremony). She pointed out 
that since the submarines will be 
anywhere under the Pacific, at 
anytime, the USSR will not be able to 
consider a first--strike attempt since, 
in order to successfully carry out a 
first--strike, it is necessary to com-
pletely wipe out all of the enemies 
arsenal. In this sense, the Navy feels 
it is ensuring peace. 

The Navy spokeswoman also in-
formed the Trail that this program is 
also of great importance since with an 
increase in missile ranae from 2500 
(on the older Polaris missiles)to 4000 
nautical miles, the US will, for the first 
time, be able to protect both coasts of 
the country without having to export 
arms to overseas bases. 

The Trident also has the advantage 
of having the entire ocean base as a 
grounds for patrol rather than being 
limited to land or water surface. 

The Navy stressed that this is not a 
new program, it is an extension of the 
older Polaris program. The Trail was 
informed that this system is in turn 
planned to be decommissioned star-
ting in 1992 as the Trident--2 or D5 
starts to come in line in 1989. 

For the Navy then, the Trident is a 
beginning of a new era of increased 
security for the world. The 
spokeswoman told the Trail that the 

Navy also desires peace, "though 
their goal is a bit more pragmatic", 
and that the Navy "will fail their mis-
sion if they fire a missile." 

This issue is a very controversial 
one since it digs at the very fun-
damental views that each one of us 
has about the real world. We will see 
one side or the other as harboring the 
"truth" depending upon our own 
world view, our own perspective. 

by Steven A. Harvey 

Americans must take an interest in 
Japan, urged Professor Ezra Vogel 
author of Japan as Number One at 
last week's university convocation: 
Japan's impact on the world economy 
within the next generation will be so 
total that we will be unable to ignore it. 
Vogel, who calls Japan's post-war 

recovery and emergency as one of 
the world's most successful 
economic powers the "Japanese 
Miracle," feels that Japanese innova-
tion in manufacturing will soon result 
in a redistribution of labor away from 
the industrial sector comparable to 
the redistribution of labor away from 
agriculture which took place as a 
result of the industrial revolution. As 
the use of robotics and computer 
controlled "machine centers" grows 
in manufacturing, industrial employ-
ment will drop to only 3-4 percent 01 
the population. 

The Japanese economy already 
outperforms that of the United States 
in many sectors, and Vogel believes 
that Japan has the requisites for con-
tinued competitiveness and success.  
Japan's ration of savings to income, 

for example, is about 15 percent 
higher than that of the United States. 
This provides a much higher base for 
investment into continued develop-
ment and replacement of out-dated 
equipment. Vogel feels that Japan 
also has better technically trained 
manpower, an advantage in handling 
the computer technology which will 
become more and more prevalent in a 
post-industrial world. Japan is also in-
creasing the percentage of its gross 
national product chanelled into 
research and development while the 
United States is decreasing its 
research and development spending. 

Since he attributes Japanese suc-
cess to the planned rational restruc-
turing of social institutions at the 
beginning of Japan's modem era, 
Vogel believes that Japan has 
"lessons for America" which are now 
more urgent than ever. Thus, Vogel 
advocates I) development of a na- 

Regardless of what perspective 
you view the world from or what side 
you favor (if either), we as students 
have the responsibility to understand 
the issue involved and to draw some 
conclusions about the world around 
us. It seems to this reporter that this 
issue is indeed not trite: as students 
in the pursuit of an "education", then 
don't let this or other issues pass 
without consideration. 

tional industrial strategy, aimed at 
target sectors of the economy, which 
reflects some articulated economic 
goals, 2) a large and comprehensive 
retraining program which takes into 
account future manpower needs to 
ease the process of readjustment for 
workers who will be displaced by 
automated production, and 3) 
redistribution of work away from 
manufacturing and into service and 
public works areas. 

Vogel's thesis that America can 
benefit from adopting or adapting 
Japanese institutions is widely 
criticized for oversimplification. 
Japanese and American scholars 
alike complain that Vogel ignores 
historical and cultural differences bet-
ween the United States and Japan. 
One such angle of criticism holds that 
Japan's success is explainable not so 
much by indigenous efforts as by a 
series of conditions ideally conducive 
to development. For one thing, 
American occupation of Japan after 
World War II not only helped rebuild 
Japan's devastated economy with in-
dustrial structures more modern than 
America's own, but also prevented 
Japan from keeping any standing 
military force. With no responsibility 
for self defense, Japan remained out 
of international power politics and 
thus had the opportunity to separate 
political from economic considera-
tions to great economic benefit. 

Vogel admits that Japan's freedom 
from large defense expenditures has 
been a factor in its success, but 
minimizes the factor's significance. 
According to Vogel's figures, Japan 
has spent annually somewhat less 
than I percent of its budget for 
defense while the U.S. has spent bet-
ween 5-6 percent. On the other 
hand, Vogel asserts that the U.S. has 
developed a great deal of its most 
sophisticated civilian technology from 
military or military related research. 
Nonetheless, he notes that large 
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