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Congressman Norm Dicks at UPS, March 14 
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'Stormin' Norman' Calls For "Mid-Course Correction" 
Dicks On The Budget 
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by M. Scott Hamilton 

"Whether we can come up with a 
unified budget resolution, whether 
there can be a 'mid-course correc-
tion', will be the big challenge for 
Democratic Leadership. If we can, I 
think we can have a prolonged 
period of economic prosperity." 

This was how Norm Dicks, Con-
gressman from the Sixth District of 
Washington State, summed up the 
task facing Democrats this session in 
the nation's capital. Dicks was in 
Tacoma last week to take care of 
local business while the House was 
in recess. 

Speaking to UPS Professor Bill 
Baarsma's 'Governmental 
Budgeting' class on Monday, March 
14, Dicks outlined his and his party's 
views on various national issues, in-
cluding defense, fiscal policy, en-
titlement programs, and the pro-
spects for economic recovery. 

Now serving his fourth term in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
Dicks, or "Stormin' Norman" as he is 
sometimes called, is currently a 
member of the Defense Subcommit-
tee, Interior Subcommittee, and 
Defense Subcommittee on Military 
Construction of the House .  

Not surprisingly, the Congressman 
had much to say regarding President 
Reagan's proposed Defense Budget. 
Responding to questions about just 
what this budget would entail, Dicks 
emphasized that he supported an in-
crease in defense spending, but not 
to the extent that the President is re-
questing. "Affordability is the issue. 
The military wants to buy 50 major 
weapons systems all at once. I think 
you've got to eliminate some of 
those systems, cut 3 to 6 (systems) 
out."  

related story on page 5 

Dicks called for tougher negotia-
tions and a move toward "fixed con-
tracts" for defense, away from the 
current practice of letting costs 
escalate year by inflationery year. 
Alluding to the fact that he is a 
member of the Military Reform 
Caucus, the Congressman never-
theless stated his belief that the U.S. 
"must be militarily strong enough to 
deter a Soviet attack . . Assured 
retaliatory capacity is what we need 
to deter the threat" of such an at-
tack. To build such a capability, said 
Dicks, the United States must em-
phasize balance between conven-
tional and nuclear forces. "We must 
reprioritize the budget to put more 
money in conventional forces," he 
said. 

When asked what he thought the 
prospects for economic recovery 
were, Dicks replied that they were 
good, if a bipartisan solution could 
be reached between the Democratic 
House and Republican Senate. "The 
real issue will be Ronald Reagan 
continued stonewalling on his 
issues", of the third year tax cut and 
a large increase in defense spending. 
Dicks called for repealing or deferr-
ing that third year tax cut and 
postponing tax indexing to inflation, 
both of which are measures design-
ed by the Reagan Administration to 
boost economic recovery. "The 
Democrats don't want to repeal the 
tax cut, but deferring it is one option 
we must look at" to reduce the pro-
jected Fiscal Year 1984 budget 
deficit of $200 billion. The Reagan 
deficit, according to Dicks, "is unac-
ceptable to both liberal and conser-
vative economists... It's amazing to 
me that a person could run for presi- 

dent, complain about overspending, 
demand a constitutional amend-
ment to balance the budget, then be 
as fiscally irresponsible as he is." 

The Congressman indicated his 
support for continuing entitlement 
programs such as Social Security at 
their present levels. However, he em-
phasized that all Democratic pro-
posals for entitlements as well as 
other budget areas should come as 
part of one single resolution. Poin-
ting to the fact that it has become 
fashionable in Congress to pass 
"continuing resolutions" just to  

keep government operating, Dicks 
stated that he hopes Congress can 
avoid such a resolution this session. 
"The Democrats must come up with 
a comprehensive alternative to 
Reagonomics," concluded the Con-
gressman, adding that he believes 
"there is a good chance for a bipar-
tisan solution" to the problems fac-
ing the budget. "I have never before 
seen such a high level of effort on a 
bipartisan basis . . And I hope the 
President will involve himself in a 
constructive way with the budget 
process in Congress." 
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