
Smiles faded in fourth quarter 
Spirit Squad members Steve Anderson, Mark Holden, and Ray 
Conner watch the action at last Thursday's football game. See 
story on page 7. 
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Car burglaries reach record levels 
A rash of car break-ins and stereo 

thefts occurred on and near the UPS 
Campus last week. 

"These break-ins have never been at 
such an extreme level," said Bruce 
Sadler, Director of Security. 

"We had twelve such incidents during 
all of last year. We've already equalled 
that number this year in September 
alone." 

The thieves typically steal car stereos 
after breaking in. 

"The thieves pry open the windows, or 
break them, then reach inside and unlock 
the door. Then they can get in and take 
the stereo and any other valuables. 

"If you see any suspicious people or 
vehicles in the parking lots, please call 
Security immediately at 756-3311. Do 
not try to stop the thieves yourself --
they could be potentially dangerous," he 
stressed. 

Security refers all car break-ins to the 
Tacoma Police Department (TPD) by 
direct radio. The TPD can respond in 
mInutes to such a call. 

While most of the incidents have been 
occurring on Union Avenue and other 
peripheral streets, some have occurred in 
the parking lots of the Fieldhouse and 
Todd Hall. 

According to Sadler, most of the thefts 
take place at night, in dark areas, but 
some have occurred in broad daylight. 

"The thieves know what they're 
doing," said Sadler. "We suspect it's a 
group of non-students 'working' the 
campus." 

Sadler says Volkswagen vehicles are at 
the highest risk, because they have wing  

windows. 
"We've asked the TPD to help out by 

surveilling the area more frequently. 
We've also added one or two more 
Security patrol persons for nighttime 
surveillance shifts. We try to be as 
visible as possible. 

"The most effective deterrent, 
however, is the students," he continued. 
"Park your vehicle in a well-lit area. 
Unscrew and remove the door lock knobs 
on the inside of your car. This may be 
inconvenient, but it deters thieves (they 
won't be able to open the door) 

Views vary on new food points system 
While the "bugs" are still being 

worked out of the new A la Carte meal 
system, the overall reaction has been 
mixed. 

Approved by student leaders last year, 
the system relies on points to measure 
the value of the food items available in 
the Union. 

"Each item has been assigned a point 
value based on the wholesale cost," said 
Director of Food Service Dick Fritz. 

Students paid for their food plan at the 
beginning of the semster. Each student 
was charged a flat fee to help cover Food 
Service's operating expenses, and the 
remaining money went to buy points, 
according to Fritz. 

For example, a student lis?ing in a 
residence hall paid $790 for this 
semester, $515 of which went toward 
operating expenses and $275 of which 
went toward buying points. 

"One advantage," said Fritz, "is that 
each person pays only for what they eat, 
as opposed to purchasing a complete 
meal they may not want." 

"I think the new system makes me 
watch what I eat more than I would have 
under the old system," said returning 
senior Ruth Reid. 

"A la Carte offers a greater variety 
than the previous system," said Fritz. 
"Also, Food Service now remains open 
longer." 

There are some concerns, however, 
that the allotted points will not last for 
the entire semester. 

"If I eat three meals each day, with the 
same amounts as last year, I easily go 
over 247 points," said one meal plan 
user. 

247 points per day is the average that 
will make the points last for the entire 
semester for students with the A Ia Carte 
plan. 

According to Food Service, last week 
approximately 300 meal plan users 
reached their average wekly point 
allotment for their meal plan. 

"The points should last a semester, 
See FOOD page 4 

New movie Blue Velvet is 
09, 

intense and perverse 
Page 6 

Coachiess, can crew cope? 
Page 10 

U11Learnin a "foreign" 
language 

Page 8 
































