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Zeigler condemns elitist theory, 
criticizes "race-baiting" congress 
DBy David Franzen 
Staff Writer 

Politics and Government professor Dr. 
Harmon Zeiglerdelivered his annual speech 
to the university Monday. He spoke about 
what he calls the "irony of democracy," 
which is also the title of one of his books 
published in its first edition in 1970. Zeigler 
discussed the relationship between the 
masses and the elite, the irony being that, 
"the masses are all too willing to disavow 
democracy, therefore elites must govern 
wisely," according to Zeigler. 

Zeigler explained elitist theory in the first 
part of his speech then criticized the behav-
ior of some elites in America today. 

The theory considers that populism - 
which Zeigler calls, "that great American 
disease,"— can lead to extremism, that 
elites are responsible for maintaining liber-
tarian values and democracy and that de-
mocracy is threatened if elites become short-
sighted and too self-interested. 

According to Zeigler, the elitist theory is 
criticized as being conservative and for 
defending elite self interest. Upholding the 
theory against the second criticism, how-
ever, Zeigler asserted, "This theory is not 
an apology for elite rule, it is not a defense 
of elite misdeeds or repression, rather, it is 
a realistic explanation of how democracy 
works." 

Indeed, Zeigler does not defend elites, but 
condemns them. Zeigler said, "narrow vi- 

Calleo confronts 
Europets dilemma 
DBy David Franzen 
Staff Writer 

David Calico, director European studies 
at Johns Hopkins' School for Advanced 
International Studies spoke at an Open 
Forum on Wednesday, entitled "The New 
Europe." 

Before commenting on the current situ-
ation in Europe Calico, briefly discussed 
its history, calling the continent "the caul-
dron of instability" in the first half of this 
century mentioning the first and second 
world wars, the rise of fascism and com-
munism and how European events tend to 
spread to the rest of the world. 

Calico described the "bipolar" atmo-
sphere in Europe during the cold war as 
marked by unprecedented stability which, 
like the violence before, spread to other 
parts of the world. 

"We not only aided the recovery of west-
ern Europe (after World War II)," he said, 
"but we strongly encouraged the Europe-
ans to develop an economic block—an 
economic confederate of ther own. It's  

sions of the common good and a willing-
ness to sacrifice public interest for personal 
gain are threatening the American system 
of government as w know it today. We are 
not threatened by much mass unrest—David 
Duke will come and go— we are threatened 
by elite mismanagement of our system." 

Zeigler went on to criticize government, 
the democratic party, American business, 
special interests, the media and the intellec-
tual community as elites who are not gov-
erning wisely. 

In criticizing government, Zeigler used 
President George Bush as an example. 
"George Bush regularly, routinely resorts 
to divisive racial appeals... In 1988 we had 
Willie Horton, then we had quotas, then we 
had Clarence Thomas... We have a presi-
dent who, purely and simply, is willing to 
race-bait with thebestof them," said Zeigler. 
"They (government elites) surely know, 
and surely do not care that these tactics 
undermine mass confidence in national lead-
ership." 

Zeigler also attacked Congress, saying 
that public trust and confidence in America's 
lawmakers has severely deteriorated in the 
last couple decades. 

"Members of Congress want to believe 
that widespread alienation is the conse-
quence of lack of information . . ." said 
Zeigler. "It's true that people do what Con-
gress does, but if they did, they would be 
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important to realize that, from the Euro 
pean perspective just as NATO was an 
alliance with the United States—in order 
to keep the Russians at bay—the Euro-
penn community was an alliance between 
the Europeans to balance the Americans 
under which the Europeans did very well. 
They had unparalleled growth, prosperity 
and social stability." 

According to Calico, the challenge now 
facing western Europe deals with the 
changes caused by the end of this bipolar 
system and whether a weakened Euro-
pean Community:  (E.C.) will be able to 
deal with these changes and maintain 
order without falling apart. 

"Now the problems are much more real 
(than they were during the cold war) in the 
sense thatthey are occurring," Calico 
said, "they are not being imagined, and 
they can occur to a much worse degree 
than they are already." 

"The problems are essentially those of 
disorder. The Soviet withdrawal is some-
what like a spring thaw, all kinds of bugs 
are coming out of the ground, all kinds of 
conflicts are returning. . . The precondi-
tions for liberal society, either politically 
or economically, take a long time to crc 
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Visitor attacked 
behind SUB 

By Bruno Zalubil 
News Editor 

A man in his forties was abducted at 
gunpoint behind the SUB on November21 
after visiting a university staff member 
friend. 

As the victim reached his car between 
7:30 and 7:45 p.m., a white —possibly 
Hispanic— 5' 10", 150 pound male, ap-
proached him. 

"The guy came up to him from behind," 
said director of campus security Todd 
Badham. "He may have been hiding." 

The suspect displayed a small, chrome, 
semi-automatic handgun, ac- 
cording to security services, 
and ordered the victim into 
his car. 

The suspect, who was de-
scribed as having a small 
goatee beard and pony tail, 
then got into the passenger 
seat and forced the victim to 
drive to an alley off of Sixth 
Avenue. The gunman took 
$14 from the victim's wallet 
before he walked away. 

After the robbery, the victim drove home 
to another jurisdiction. Later, he talked to 
his staff member friend who decided to 
report it to campus security. 

Badham discussed the case with the vic-
tim and the victim's friend and then sug-
gested that the victim inform the Tacoma 
Police Department. 

"There was no need for an officer to 
respond," said Badham. "But, I told the 
victim to report the incident to the police." 

Badham does not believe that there is 
very much that the police can do with the 
case. 

"I seriously doubt there is anything that 
they can do at this point," he said. "I guess 
there is a remote chance that it can do 
something in the future but I doubt it. 

"In the ten years that I have been here 
I've never seen this happen before." 
































