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AMANDA DíAZ
By Nayra Halajian

“I’m really thankful, grateful, and humbled
by how everyone has been responding to my
election. It’s so comforting to know that random
students that I’ve never met before have been
coming up to me and saying that they voted
me,” ASUPS President-elect Amanda Diaz said.
On Saturday Apr. 1, the ASUPS Facebook
page announced that Amanda Diaz was
elected ASUPS President for 2017-2018,
with Jenna Mobley elected Vice President.
Diaz was born and raised in the Bay Area
and is majoring in American Border Studies,
a
Special
Interdisciplinary
Major
that
intersects Politics and Government, Latino/a
Studies, and Sociology and Anthropology.
“I think I really care about what the school does and
how it treats its students. I’ve done a lot of work in
a variety of different ways with the school whether
it’s through clubs or CWLT or academics,” she said.
In her freshman year, she began Advocates for
Detainees’ Voices, a club on campus created
for students to donate time and service toward
empowering detainees and their families. It is the
only club on campus that is heavily involved in
advocacy work at the Northwest Detention Center.
Additionally, Diaz was the President of Latinx
Unidos, an organization that, according to its
Facebook page, is “dedicated to the advancement of
the presence of Latino culture on the University of
Puget Sound campus by uniting Latino students.”
On the topic of what made her decide to run for
ASUPS President, Diaz said, “I did not envision
myself in this position ever. I was primarily
approached by Noah at the beginning of this year
and I laughed it off. But then he asked me again
right when applications came out and I was
still really certain that I wasn’t going to do it.”
“I’ve always tried to find ways that I can input myself
politically or socially, and how we can make our
campus safer and more inclusive for everyone,” Diaz
said. “So I thought this was a good position to take on
those issues on a larger and more institutional level.”
In regards to the transition of power between
current ASUPS President Noah Lumbantobing
and Diaz, Diaz mentioned that they have had many
meetings together where Lumbantobing has been
extremely helpful. “He was literally giving me the
lowdown of suggestions, concerns, and where he
wants his vision to continue with ASUPS. And
tips and how I should strategically use my time
for certain things,” Diaz said. “He’s been giving
me a lot of advice and I’m super grateful for that.
It’s been very overwhelming for the past few days.”
When asked about the election and her former
opponent, Doug Palmer, and his decision to drop
out of the race, Diaz said, “I was sad that he dropped
out because I genuinely think that he was a good
candidate and he obviously has expressed his passion
for ASUPS and to bridge the gap between ASUPS
and students.”

(continued on page 2...)

By Keely Coxwell
“Accreditation is about ensuring an
acceptable level of quality. At a very
practical level, being accredited by
a recognized accrediting agency is a
requirement for an institution to be
eligible to participate in federal student
financial assistance programs (such as
federal loans, federal work-study, and
Pell grants),” Martin Jackson, Associate
Academic Dean and Professor of
Mathematics and Computer Science,
said. “These programs are administered
by the United States Department
of Education as part of Title IV of
the Higher Education Act.
The
Department of Education does not
accredit institutions directly. Instead,
the Department of Education recognizes
(i.e., authorizes) accrediting agencies.”
The University’s accreditation was
recently reaffirmed by the Northwest
Commission on Colleges and Universities
(NWCCU) this semester. Before this
year, the university’s accreditation was
evaluated was in 2013, and before that
in 2011. Both of those evaluations
are on the Puget Sound website.
“Maintaining our accreditation is
important as both a marker of a certain level
of quality and for Puget Sound students
to take part in federal student financial
assistance programs,” Jackson said.
According to the University of Puget
Sound website, Jackson is one of the
members of the Accreditation Review
Committee and this committee oversees
accreditation for the university. The other
committee members are: Debbie Chee,
Associate Dean of Students and Director
of Residence Life; Kyle Chong, senior;
Sue Hannaford, Biology professor;
Ellen Peters, Director of Institutional
Research and Retention; and Sarah
Stall, Associate Editorial Director.
There are five standards the
Accreditation Review Committee has to
address in their evaluation. Originally the
University was going to address all of the
standards in their 2017 evaluation but they
were asked to do something different this
year, according to the NWCCU website.
The
NWCCU
invited
Puget
Sound (along with Columbia Basin
College, University of Montana, and
University of Oregon) to take part
in a demonstration project instead of
the regular evaluation, Jackson said.
“We were asked to focus on defining
and evaluating mission fulfillment
through the lens of ‘essential student

learning outcomes.’
Drawing from
the wording of Puget Sound’s mission,
we focused on ‘apt expression,’ ‘critical
analysis,’ and ‘rich knowledge of
self and others,’” Jackson said. “Our
demonstration project report describes
the many ways in which we gather and
use evidence in our efforts to improve.”
“We illustrated this with a number
of concrete examples, including the
relatively recent revision of first-year
seminars in the form of Seminars in
Scholarly Inquiry, the introduction
of the new Knowledge, Identity, &
Power graduation requirement, and
the ongoing initiative to expand
experiential learning,” Jackson said.
The evaluation outlines all facets of
the University, including those Jackson
mentioned and more; the evaluation can
be found on the Puget Sound website.
According to the Puget Sound website,
“a peer evaluation team will visit Puget
Sound on April 18 and 19. The team
will consist of two colleagues from peer
institutions accredited by the NWCCU.
During the visit, peer evaluators will
meet with various individuals and
groups. There will be opportunities for
all members of the campus community
to converse with the team. A schedule of
meetings and forums is currently being
developed in collaboration with peer
evaluators and will be made available
here when finalized.” The report that was
submitted was the product of a multi-year
process with many people, Jackson said.
One of the standards that needs to
be met to be accredited is to publish
and follow an effective and clearly
stated transfer policy, according to the
NWCCU website. “It is not said what
our transfer policy needs to be in order
to be an accredited institution, just that
we [need to] have something that is clear
and maintains the integrity of its program
while facilitating the efficient mobility
of students between institutions,” Brad
Tomhave, Registrar, said.
“Our general philosophy on transfer
credits can be found in the handbook,
but to condense it, it has to do with
transferring coursed or credits that are
appropriate,” Tomhave said. “Appropriate
would mean, are compatible with the
majors and programs that we offer, would
be appropriate in a liberal arts setting.”
Tomhave outlined what the university
looks at when considering whether or not
to allow certain credits to transfer. First
they looking to the institution which is
offering the course, then what the mode

of instruction is.
“Is it a regular classroom-based course,
or is this some other form of instructions?”
Tomhave said. “Our faculty favor lecture
or seminar-based instruction so with that
in mind they do limit somewhat how
much credit they might take for hybrid
classes or online classes.”
Then the University looks at the content
of the course. “We want to know if
someone is taking a course that is similar
to something we offer, so we can transfer
it as though though you had taken our
own,” Tomhave said.
“Then we can apply the general
standard. Is this an academic topic that
would be appropriate in our academic
view as something that could receive
elective credit?” Tomhave said. “There
[are] some rules to be followed and some
judgement to be exercised.”
Emily Santor transferred to Puget
Sound from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.
“When I applied to transfer to UPS, I
had around 112 units, but they capped
the transfer at 96 — this does make sense
to me, even though it was extremely
frustrating at the time,” Santor said.
In an interview, Santor said 96 units
is equal to 16 credits and the university
requires that at least half of your degree
is earned in residence at the university to
graduate.
“I knew this going in and was willing to
live with it,” Santor said.
“What I didn’t know was how they were
going to choose which class credits to
keep and which to nix. They decided for
me, and they chose to keep all my core
classes and throw away the work I had
done on my Biology major - this meant
that upon arrival at UPS, I had to start
a major from scratch,” Santor said. “This
resulted in me choosing a major that was
not Biology because I didn’t feel like it
would be a wise decision to attempt to
cram that major into three semesters.”
“I totally understand why they did what
they did and why this policy exists. I
only wish they had asked for my input
when it came to deciding which credits
to keep and which to lose; I would
have chosen to keep the progress on
my major,” Santor said. “I am not bitter
though! I am graduating with a degree
in Religious Studies, and it’s turned out
to be a really fascinating experience —
especially approaching the material from
a scientific background.”
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Detained dreamer released, yet fight continues
By Matt Gulick

Daniel Ramirez Medina was released from immigration
custody on March 29.
He spent six weeks detained in the Northwest Detention
Center (NWDC) despite his protected status under
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), an
immigration policy allowing individuals who entered the
United States as minors to remain in the country for a
renewable two-year period.
The NWDC is a private institution run for profit by the
GEO group. Multiple civil suits have targeted the group
for injuries incurred at their prisons and detention centers.
Immigrant advocates fear that this move signals an erosion
of what protections undocumented persons currently
hold. They wonder if this will be the norm for the Trump
administration and if more arrests will follow.
Paul Quinones with the Washington Dream Act Coalition
called it a declaration of “open war and open season on all
immigrants in this country.” While it remains to be seen
if this is the case, Ramirez’s arrest does present a cause for
concern among immigrant advocates.
Released on $15,000 bond, Ramirez said in a written
statement through his legal team: “I’m so happy to be
reunited with my family today and can’t wait to see my son.
This has been a long and hard 46 days, but I’m so thankful
for the support that I’ve gotten from everyone who helped
me and for the opportunity to live in such an amazing
country. I know that this isn’t over, but I’m hopeful for the
future, for me and for the hundreds of thousands of other
Dreamers who love this country like I do,” according to the
Seattle Times.
His pro bono legal team includes the Los Angeles based
firm Public Counsel and Harvard Law professor Laurence
Tribe — a specialist in Constitutional Law.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents arrested
Ramirez in a raid targeted toward his father. While
Daniel Ramirez has no criminal record, his father is a
previously deported felon. Despite no proof of wrongdoing,
immigration agents incarcerated Daniel at the detention
center along with the targeted man.
“At this point, you know, they don’t — haven’t put forward
any evidence. I think there have been some statements that
they’ve made regarding a possible gang membership. Again,
I think we — Mr. Ramirez and we certainly dispute that.
And as I mentioned, there is absolutely no evidence of that
given.” said Tim Warden-Hertz, the directing attorney for
the Tacoma office of the Northwest Immigrant Rights
Project, in a Feb 20 interview with Democracy Now!.
As evidence ICE cited a tattoo on Ramirez’s arm — a
tattoo his lawyers say merely references his hometown of
La Paz, Mexico. ICE have put forward no new evidence
supporting their claim. The Northwest Immigrant Rights
Project provides direct legal assistance, systemic advocacy

and community education for immigrants in the Northwest.
“We believe very strongly that no matter where someone
happens to be born, he or she deserves justice and respect. I
think more personally, nearly everyone has a family history
of immigration and I think we can all understand the desire
to keep our families together, safe and with a chance for a
decent life,” Warden-Hertz told The Trail.
“[The current administration] does represent a shift in that
there are many new proposals to significantly ramp up on
deportations, to prioritize deportations of all undocumented
people and many troubling proposals to limit due process for
all of us living in the United States and for asylum seekers,”
he said.
Ramirez’s use of the word “Dreamers” in post-release
statement refers to the unpassed DREAM act. This
legislation would have granted legal status to undocumented
immigrants who migrated to the US as children and
attended school in the country. Adopted as a moniker for
undocumented immigrants, “Dreamers” represents hope
for a more certain future, a dream for these often forgotten
individuals.
To put it another way, “DACA represents the American
Dream, a meritocracy for deserving immigrants. It serves
to associate these people with economic and cultural
benefits for the progress of the country,” said Edwin Elias,
a visiting professor with the Sociology and Anthropology
Department.
According to him this legislation demonstrates the
relationship between the United States government and
undocumented workers. On the one hand, Elias notes,
migrant workers bring significant economic wealth to
certain people in the United States, working in conditions
that other American residents cannot or will not tolerate.
They forward the narrative of hardworking individuals who
made America what it is today while working for low wages
that generate more corporate profit.
On the other hand president Trump campaigned on a
promise of deporting violent illegal immigrants, or as he put
it, “bad hombres.”
“Just think about what type of environment he wants to
create. There’s symbolic, economic, and ideological gains
to be made. The idea is that we don’t want to deport all
undocumented immigrants, at least in terms of capital, but
you want to have that symbolic gesture to support your
fanbase,” Elias said.
“What Trump is doing is not new. The apparatus that he
had inherited came from president Obama who deported
more immigrants than any time in history,” Elias said. A
2014 LA Times article does note that this statistic comes
from a change in how deportations were counted under his
administration. Previous persons caught at and bussed across
the border had been deemed “voluntary returns.” Obama’s

administration renamed these deportations, inflating the
total statistic to seem larger than his predecessors.
While Trump’s actions are in line with other administrations,
memos from the Trump team demonstrate an increase in
the policing around deportation.
“Department personnel should prioritize removable aliens
who (1) have been convicted of any criminal offense; (2)
have been charged with any criminal offense that has not
been resolved … or (7) in the judgment of an immigration
officer, otherwise pose a risk to public safety or national
security” says the Feb 20 memo from John Kelly, Secretary
for Homeland Security. Professor Elias found the language
concerning for the broad discretion it gives officers to decide
who they may detain, pointing to (7) —
 “in the judgement
of the immigration officer.”
Such policing practices will lead to increased arrests.
In 2013 Congress mandated a 34,000 bed quota for
Immigrations and Customs Enforcement. This means that
34,000 beds need to contain an immigrant every night across
the United States. The more beds filled, the more money
GEO group makes. The NWDC contains 1,575 beds.
Between 2008 and 2014, GEO group and CCA (another
private prison company) spent $16,055,000 on federal
lobbying.
“You can just see from the location of the center how the
company views immigrants. They don’t see them as people.
To GEO they are property,” Rose Pytte, President of
Advocates for Detainees’ Voices (ADV), said.
Located on the tideflats of the port of Tacoma, in the
industrial heart of the city, the detention center is a mere
12-minute drive from the University.
“There is a hunger strike happening at the NWDC right
now,” Amanda Diaz, former Presdient of ADV, said, “415
detained have refused food in order to protest the terrible
living and working conditions inside the detention center.”
“They are calling for expedited hearings with an
immigration judge, better medical care access, improved
food quality, lower commissary prices, and an increase in the
$1-a-day pay for “running all of the prison’s basic services,”
reports KOMO news.
Pytte attended a rally outside the center where activists,
undocumented immigrants and family members of detainees
spoke. She said it is important for people to continue to
show up and show support.
“Students can participate in the rallies, donate money...
They can participate in ADV meetings (Wednesday’s at 7
p.m. in the Social Justice Center) to learn more about ways
they can help raise awareness about immigration detention,”
Diaz said.
Tacoma Weekly recently ran a multi-article story on the
detention center, one of which covers conditions inside the
fence. Access available at tacomaweekly.com/news.

CHWS opens conversation about patient autonomy
On April 5, the Bioethics Club hosted a Q&A session
regarding patient autonomy with Colleen Carette,
Physician’s Assistant at the Center of Health and Wellness
Services. Patient’s rights and gray areas in bioethics were
discussed in an educational conversation in Thompson Hall.
“Patient Autonomy is vital as the individual has the right
to make decisions about their health care,” said Carette,
“the mind and body in question belongs to the individual
and they have the right to decide. The ‘gray’ area comes into
play in regards to a child, the mentally ill, the elderly, [or]
when the rights of the individual infringe upon the public
welfare or public health needs.”
In the state of Washington, a person under the age of
18 can only give medical consent for emergency medical
services. For non-emergency medical services, parent or
guardian consent is required unless the minor meets the
Mature Minor Doctrine, evaluated by “age, intelligence,
maturity, training, experience, economic independence
or lack thereof, general conduct as an adult and freedom
from the control of parents,” according to the University
of Washington Center for Sexual Assualt and Traumatic
Stress.
Other than being a minor, patient autonomy can also
be circumvented by medical professionals if the patient’s
choice will endanger themselves or others.
Another ethical concern that those in the medical field
face is what to do when a patient goes against medical
advice. Carette said that she deals with this by making sure

the patient has all of “the facts.” “Be sure they understand
the possible repercussions, perhaps have the patient sign a
consent form … ask to speak with a loved one if patient
agrees,” she said.
However, at the end of the day, patients have the right to
choose. “If the patient insists upon not taking the provider’s
advice then [that means] supporting them in their own
choice.”
Some questions asked during the Q&A session included
what a medical provider might do in the case of a patient
wanting to circumnavigate their medication to use
alternative medicine. Carette was adamant in her response
that the informed patient always has the right to decide
what to do with their mind and body.
She gave an example of a student coming into CHWS
with a UTI and turning down the use of antibiotics and
turning toward a naturalistic remedy, such as cranberry
supplements. The most important thing, she said, was to
inform the patient of the risks and consequences of their
decision, like informing the patient above that UTIs can
lead to kidney problems if improperly treated.
Confidentiality is also an ethical concern in medicine.
“Confidentiality is important to maintain privacy, security
and trust in personal and professional relationships,”
Carette said. “Confidentiality is valued and expected
in any situation where sensitive information is accessed
or shared … In rare cases, a medical provider can break
a confidentiality agreement with the permission of the

THE PUGET SOUND TRAIL
Executive editor-in-chief.............. Madeline Brooks
Editorial editor-in-chief.................. Casey O’Brien
art director............................ Tony Calabrese-Thomas
managing copy editor ................... Hannah Ferguson
business managers....... ......................................Ivor Zalud
Digital Experience manager......... ........ Thavy Thach
advisor........................................................ Kari Plog

By Angela Cookston

patient, or when required by law.”
“Confidentiality — requested or demanded — hinges on
four important characteristics of the particular medical
situation: the magnitude of the harm in question, the
likelihood of the harm occurring, the existence of a real or
hypothetical third party, and the effectiveness of medical
interventions regarding the medical condition,” Carette
said.
Another right patients in the state of Washington are
given is the right to die. The Death with Dignity Act
“allows terminally ill adults seeking to end their life to
request lethal doses of medication from medical and
osteopathic physicians. These terminally ill patients must
be Washington residents who have less than six months to
live,” according to the Washington State Department of
Health website.
This controversial act is debated in bioethics due to its
grave nature. It was discussed during the Q&A to highlight
to what extent ethics and medicine must go to protect the
patient as well as protecting their wishes.
“Ethics — by definition — tries to find a beneficial balance
between the activities of the individual and its effects on a
collective,” Carette said.
For more information on ethics in medical fields, the
Bioethics Club on campus meets Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
in Thompson 197.
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“LeanPath” helps Diner reduce food waste
By Val Bauer

The Diner: Senior Ken Aviananda at the Italian station

PHOTO CREDIT TO CHRIS ROACH

On the Food Justice Food Share (UPS) Facebook page, Julia Lin, junior and Food Justice
Coordinator at the Center for Intercultural Civic Engagement (CICE), posts weekly
updates on food waste from the SUB. “I know people are always curious to know what’s
going on behind the scenes, so hopefully this weekly series will shed some light on that,”
Lin wrote on the Facebook page.
The Food Justice Food Share page is a subgroup within the larger Puget Sound Community
group on Facebook, which any Facebook member with a “valid pugetsound.edu email
address can join,” the description says. A pinned post by Hannah Borgerson, who serves as
the Food Justice Coordinator but is currently studying abroad in Chile, explains the page
as “a place for students on campus to be active members of food justice and eliminate food
waste by posting about ‘free food.’”
“LeanPath is a tracking system that consolidates the data to determine the amount of
food waste coming out of the sub,” Lin wrote in a post on the Facebook page. “It is a
weekly accountability system that tells the SUB exactly what they need to work on to better
improve sustainable production practices for the upcoming week.”
The way LeanPath works is that it “weighs the food [to] be ‘wasted,’ takes a snapshot of it
and is then categorized into one of the following three categories: overproduction, spoilage,
and trim,” Lin wrote.
The SUB started using LeanPath last semester. Since then, there has been a “36 percent
decrease in food waste,” Executive Chef Brian Sullivan said. When the system was first put
to use, there was a six-week assessment period to determine a baseline of how much waste
on average the SUB was producing per week.
Sullivan is “one of the conspirators behind the SUB’s recent shift to providing many locally

sourced, humanely raised products,” Puget Sound’s website says.
To use the tracker, employees enter their names, the category of the leftover food, and
the station it came from. There are incentives for staff members who use LeanPath the
most vigilantly. These incentives include “little knic knacks or treats that we get from the
bookstore. Coffee mugs, chocolate bars, school swag, things like that,” Sullivan said.
Sullivan monitors LeanPath’s usage, and can isolate entries based on the station and “one
time a week,” Sullivan said, “we randomly go through the food log and pictures” to make
sure that food is being correctly logged. This is a random process because so much food is
logged that it would be implausible to look through every single entry. If Sullivan finds that
food is being logged incorrectly, he focuses on “more training with staff members.”
On LeanPath’s website, Sullivan can also access reports of various kinds, like the top ten
wasted foods for a given week.
This semester, action items have been put into place. “Every week we create one goal to
focus on, which has proved to be effective,” Sullivan said, as there is lots of information on
LeanPath.
Scrambled eggs are a major success story which can be attributed to LeanPath. When
calculating a baseline for food waste during the six week assessment period, LeanPath
found that the SUB “produced 80-100 pounds of scrambled eggs everyday, wasting about
20 pounds a day.”
Five weeks ago, Sullivan decided to “reduce one case [of scrambled eggs] a day.” This
initially worried staff that there wouldn’t be enough scrambled eggs to get through breakfast.
However, this was fixed by developing a “game plan to quickly make more scrambled eggs
in case we ran out,” Sullivan said. As a result of this reduction, there has been an “immediate
effect” — the SUB now produces “less than 25 pounds a week” of wasted scrambled eggs.
Although LeanPath is a great tool for preventing food waste, there are some factors that
go into food waste that are out of the SUB’s control. For instance, on a cold day, soup will be
more popular than on a warm day.
Diversions Café started using LeanPath last week. Staff were trained on Friday. Diversions
“won’t be measured individually [in terms of food waste], they will just be folded into the
regular program,” Sullivan said. “Their waste will be added to our total.”
ECO Club’s Earth Week will be taking place Sunday, April 16 through Saturday, April
22. During this week, there will be various events promoting the reduction of food waste.
On Tuesday, April 18 in Rasmussen Rotunda at 1 p.m., Dining and Conference Services
(DCS) will be hosting a “Food Waste and Sustainability Lecture,” where Lin and Sullivan will
discuss “what DCS services is doing to conserve food waste and decrease its environmental
footprint,” according to Puget Sound’s website.
Sullivan will discuss LeanPath among other “sustainability practices and waste reduction
in the sub,” the website says. Also covered will be “buying local (particularly our contract
with local eggs and salmon partners) and partnerships with the campus garden and our
usage of TAGRO.” Lin will “talk about some of our school’s food salvaging efforts and the
organizations that we donate to.”
On Thursday, April 20, DCS Services “will be providing tours of the SUB kitchen from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to help raise awareness about the varying sustainable initiatives
and food waste prevention strategies that they have instituted over the past few years,”
the website says. The tours “will be 10 minutes long and will allow students to increase
their knowledge about how its university is trying to decrease its environmental footprint
through the choice it provides to its students.”

Amanda Diaz named 2017-2018 ASUPS President
Continued from page 1...

“I’m obviously understanding of his reasons and those
are very valid. His health and safety are his number one
priority. I was super grateful that he was able to let me
know about that. He said really kind words and it was super
nice. Thanks to him to take the time to sit down a reflect on
this position,” Diaz added.
Although Palmer dropped out of the ASUPS election
for president, his running mate for Vice-President, Jenna
Mobley, continued to run and was elected Vice President.
Diaz and Mobley had not known each other before the
election.
“So far Jenna and I have worked super well. The only bad
thing is that we haven’t gotten to know each other at all.
We were sort of thrown into it and we’ve already needed
to hire executive members and work through applications,”
Diaz said.
As ASUPS President and Vice President, Diaz and
Mobley are responsible for hiring the ASUPS executive
members. This includes Director of Business Services,
Director of Technology Services, Director of Marketing
and Outreach, and Director of Student Interests.
“I really want my team to be aligned with mine and Jenna’s
platform which is equity, justice, community, inclusion, and
transparency,” Diaz said. “I’m looking for students who are
critical about ASUPS. I think when you bring a critical
eye to something you’re working with, you’re more likely to

work in and continue to make it better.”
Diaz also highlighted the main things she wants to do,
one of which includes maintaining the legacy of ASUPS
Presidents of the past. This includes continuing to allocate
part of the ASUPS budget to identity-based scholarships.
“Jenna and I have been trying to get those scholarships
endowed so that whatever happens with the University or
anything happens in our political climate, those are safe for
the longevity of the University,” Diaz said.
Additionally, Diaz mentioned bringing back weekly town
hall meetings that were started by 2014-2015 ASUPS
President Nakisha Renee Jones. “Those were just monthly
town hall meetings where she’d set up a podium and
microphone, and set up chairs in the piano lounge. We
talked about issues either that happened that week or
themed issues,” Diaz said.
“I also want to continue Cultural Consciousness and bring
more campus-wide conversations about power, privilege,
racism, and colonization that affects our current day,” Diaz
said. “This would involve workshops, guest speakers, or
mandatory training for athletes or Greek life, or all of the
ASUPS clubs. Once we’re able to give people that, [people]
who normally wouldn’t be having those conversations,
we’re able to be more accepting to being inclusive.”
“Definitely being really accessible to students and bridging
the gap between the average UPS student and ASUPS is
important. I want to figure out ways that we can reach

By Nayra Halajian

out and be accessible to those who wouldn’t normally be
upstairs in Wheelock,” Diaz said.
Accessibility to ASUPS is a major concern for Diaz.
“I know Jenna and I are going to have office hours, but
we’ve been thinking a lot about how to have Diversions
hours so that we’re really accessible. Another thing I’m
thinking is anonymous suggestions of some kind,” Diaz
said.
“I would like to think I’m a really approachable person
and so I would really urge students if they have concerns
or suggestions to let me know. With club emails, I literally
end it with ‘If you have any concerns, questions, comments,
please just let me know.’ It’s either a message away or a
phone call away. There are ways that you can get in contact
with me.”
Lastly, Diaz highlighted that she wants to address violence
in any form of the word.
“Physical violence, emotional violence and the fact that
students don’t really feel safe on campus for a variety of
reasons. I don’t know how I would tangibly address those
issues, but I think it goes a lot with education and how we
reframe the way people think about certain issues,” she said.
When asked about her final thoughts on her election, she
said, “I’ve never really felt like UPS was my home for a lot
of reasons. How students have responded to my election
has made me rethink that and I’m really grateful that
students are happy that I won.”

S E C U R I T Y U P DAT E S
The following incidents occurred
on-campus and were reported to
Security Services between April 4,
2017 and April 10, 2017:
· (1) Theft: A student reported the
theft of the rear wheel and tire
from their bicycle. The bicycle was
secured near a residence hall.
· (1) Bicycle Theft: A student
reported their bicycle stolen from
outside their residence hall. The
bicycle was secured with a cable

style lock.
Crime Prevention
· Be mindful of personal and
university property by keeping it
secured or with you at all times. This
includes office areas and residential
spaces.
· Do not leave valuables in your
vehicle. Doing so attracts thieves.
· Secure your residence and/or room
– especially at night while sleeping
· Good quality “U-Bolt” style locks
are highly recommended.
Use

additional locks to secure high end
components (wheels, etc.) to the
bicycle when stored.
· Always immediately report
suspicious activity to Security
Services (253.879.3311 or ext. 3311)
or Tacoma Police (911).
Security Services
· Security is open and staffed 24/7
to serve the university community.
· Utilize the Security Courtesy
Escort Service if you find yourself

walking alone on campus – especially
at night. This service is also available
to some areas off-campus.
· Please update the university with
your cellular telephone number.
We need it to send you important
Security Alert messages. Do this at
myPugetSound.
· Visit our website and check us out
on Facebook to learn more about
our services and stay up to date on
campus security.
· Let us know if you have information

about any of the incidents described
above.
· Vehicles may not be stored on
campus over the summer. If you
can’t take your vehicle home with
you, please make arrangements for
off-campus storage.
Please review the training video:
Shots Fired on Campus located at
www.pugetsound.edu/emergency.
(Puget Sound username and
password required.
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ModCloth sells out
By Karlee Robinson

Walmart buys popular feminist clothing store

F

eminist clothing company ModCloth was recently
acquired by Jet, a company owned by Walmart. The
multinational retailing superpower Walmart has a reputation
for union busting, paying low wages and excusing sexist
discrimination; their priorities and values couldn’t stray
more from those of ModCloth. The objectives of these two
businesses are so blatantly polar, their association can only
be explained by capitalist manipulation.
ModCloth developed a reputation for selling plussized clothing and prompting other body-positive related
discussion, as well as representing diverse models of color.
Founder Susan Gregg Koger expressed her personal support
for inclusivity and empowerment, along with her employees,
publicizing their participation in the International Women’s
Strike. Because of her staff ’s wide participation, Koger
apologized for slower customer service and vocalized
intersectional beliefs. In her apology, Koger disclosed
ModCloth’s employment demographics (64 percent of their
workforce is female) reflecting her company’s positive role
in business.
“It has always been important to me that ModCloth
supports women, too. That is part of why the ‘gender pay
gap’ is a deeply personal issue for me,” Koger said.
Walmart, on the other hand, was recently criticized for
their website’s section for “fat girl costumes” during the
Halloween season. Even more concerning, this is easily one
of Walmart’s most moderate offenses. In 2011, Walmart was
confronted with what would have been one of the largest
class action suits, after being sued on the basis of gender
discrimination. The proposed class was 1.6 million women
who were current or former Walmart employees.
Consumers are encountering difficulty in justifying this new
partnership, but considering the track record of ModCloth’s

current CEO (Matt Kaness, former Chief Strategy Officer capitalism excites the ego by producing money to make more
for Urban Outfitters), their new relation to Walmart could money. The resulting trend: big companies often lose sight
have been long anticipated.
of the initial objectives behind their conception. Financial
Urban Outfitters has a long-standing history of insensitive benefits manipulate sound ethics and lead big companies
social commentary. Between their shampoo for “suicidal to compromise a healthy workforce hierarchy. This “healthy”
hair,” bloodstained Kent State sweatshirt and Holocaust- hierarchy refers to the “pay it forward” dynamic that is
related merchandise, Urban Outfitters is a controversial pertinent in achieving a self-sustaining economy. Capitalism
producer with questionable social integrity. Urban Outfitters not only allows, but encourages, individuals at the top of
similarly claims advocacy for feminist,
workforce hierarchy to abuse their power
inclusive agendas, but fails in practice.
and increase the distance between their
The objectives of these two
I don’t mean to target ModCloth
level of benefits and those inferior to them.
businesses are so blatantly
specifically, or criticise incongruencies
Small businesses are continually pressured
polar, their association
between their word and practice, because
to “sell out” to capitalist superpowers. In
I believe their situation is more accurately
this acquisition between ModCloth and
can only be explained by
emblematic of “bad” capitalism and
Walmart, everyone benefits except the
capitalist manipulation.
creeping monopolization of the clothing
consumer. Producers benefit: ModCloth
industry. ModCloth is not involved in a
expands their customer base, while
collaborative relationship with Walmart, but an acquisition. Walmart’s reputation improves (they are now associated
This acquisition is the result of financial insecurity on with a company praised on every basis which Walmart has
ModCloth’s end and profitable opportunity on Walmart’s, been shamed for). Consumers suffer because the ModCloth
unfortunately, forcing ModCloth to compromise the product is no longer genuine. Everyone’s best interest was
significance of their products in order to stay economically in mind, except the customer’s, elucidating the nature of
afloat.
capitalist manipulation.
I remember a friend once saying, “Judgement isn’t bad, bad
Where this acquisition harbors profitable benefits,
judgement is bad.” While the simplicity of this statement again, the more ambiguous questions of ethics are under
detracts from the legitimacy of its meaning, I find myself acknowledged. As seen in almost all larger socio-economic
describing capitalism through similar terms. I do not believe systems, their demand for generality makes their systems
capitalism is inherently evil; rather, the system provides completely absent of personability, a difficult climate for
potential for irresponsible use and both appeals to and small business to thrive. These larger ruling systems, like
accommodates lifestyles of excess.
capitalism, are prioritizing quantity over quality. Systemic
An addiction to excess is dangerous in its ability to issues originate from a tendency to prioritize the number of
perpetuate itself. After establishing its basis (for example, entities their system can be applied to, not the effectiveness
a company achieving its first wave of economic success), of their application.

The filibuster fallout

“Nuclear option” points
to an ideological divide
which extends beyond
that of the Senate
T

here is no doubt that voters have polarized on the
political spectrum in the last several years, specifically in
the most recent election cycle. But this increasing partisan
split between Democrats and Republicans may be sending
reverberations to all branches of government — as suggested
by Republicans opting to “go nuclear” on 6 Apr.
For a couple of weeks now, Democrats have promised
to obstruct the nomination of Neil Gorsuch for Supreme
Court Justice by using the filibuster. In order to filibuster,
41 votes were required. Democrats followed through with
this option, and in response, the Republican senate majority
opted to use the nuclear option.
The filibuster in the context of the Supreme Court Justice
nomination is the ability of the minority party in the Senate
(which is currently the Democrats) to block the appointment
of Gorsuch by obtaining 41 votes. The Republicans opted to
use the nuclear option, which is the ability of the majority
party to change voting confirmation requirements from 60
to 51 in order to appoint Gorsuch.
Party-line voting pushed the nuclear option through the
Senate when Republicans attained the 51 votes necessary
to block the filibuster. This meant that Gorsuch could be
confirmed on Friday, April 7 with a majority vote of 51
rather than a supermajority vote of 60. The Senate voted to
approve Gorsuch 54-45.
Essentially, this decision cleared the path for Gorsuch’s

By Hannah Ritner

appointment to the Supreme Court. While this may not directly ruled on Roe v. Wade, he wrote, “The idea that all
seem an incredibly surprising decision, and to some extent human beings are intrinsically valuable and the intentional
it’s not, given the increasing partisan state, the impacts of taking of human life by private persons is always wrong.”
the nuclear option are not to be underestimated.
He’s essentially the ideal ticket Republican candidate, and
According to the New York Times, traditionalists were has had a historically conservative voting record. He was
opposed to the decision to use the nuclear option because it pushed through as the Supreme Court Justice because a
makes the Senate a more partisan body. Based on the current simple majority vote became the voting standard.
configuration of the branches of the U.S. government, the
Using the nuclear option will likely further entrench the
Senate has historically been a debate-friendly body that is divide between Democrats and Republicans in the Senate.
more deliberate than the House of Representatives; it has Given that Democrats hold the minority in this body, this
also been a relatively bipartisan body in which senators have is dangerous because it means that it will be more difficult
been willing to vote beyond party lines.
to block more conservative proposals. Ultimately, this news
Yet, this decision to utilize the nuclear option, though not is evidence of a deeply divided nation that is only getting
unprecedented, will likely further divide the body, leading to further and further entrenched in this gridlock.
more gridlock.
This is dangerous for Democrats because it allows for more
ideologically extreme judges — especially since Republicans
hold the Senate majority at 52 representatives, and
Democrats are in the minority at 48 representatives. Only
51 votes were needed to confirm Gorsuch, which is why this
decision essentially handed Gorsuch the position. In this
decision, any power the Democrats held in the Senate as the
minority body has been overturned.
Many Republicans harbored hostile sentiments towards
Democrats for using the filibuster block to obstruct
Gorsuch’s appointment. The Democrats’ filibuster was
dismissed as the result of backlash against Trump’s election
into office. Yet, many Democratic senators cited Gorsuch’s
voting record on worker’s rights as the main reason for their
objection.
It is extremely hypocritical of the Republican party to
criticize Democrats for utilizing the filibuster to block
Gorsuch because just last year, they refused to even consider
Merrick Garland, Obama’s nominee.
PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
Historically, according to an article by the New York Times,
President Trump (left) nominates Neil Gorsuch (right) for
Gorsuch has tended to rule in favor of employers in cases of
the Supreme Court on 31 Jan 2017.
workers’ rights violations. Furthermore, although he has not
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The Happy Trail is The Trail’s weekly sex column that seeks to inform the community on issues related to sexuality and gender by addressing these topics in an education-based way. Our mission is
to make the campus a safer place by normalizing and demystifying topics like safer sex practices, sexualities, kinks and polyamory, while shedding light on topics like trans rights, sexual and domestic
violence, gender inequalities and intersectionality. Happy Trail correspondents are not medical professionals; if you have a medical concern contact CHWS or a local clinic. Otherwise, direct your
sexuality and gender questions to trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu. Respond to Happy Trail articles in the form of a letter to the editor sent to trail@pugetsound.edu.

The world of niche dating apps
By Em ma Hol mes

Despite living on a campus filled with
thousands of twenty-something peers, it can
be hard to find the right person to date. Tinder
and Grindr help to narrow the pool by seeing
who else is looking, but where are the filters
for income, food preference or favorite animal?
Why spend the time meeting up with a cutie
if you don’t even know if they’re vegan or not?
Lucky for you, the niche online dating is a
fast-growing market, targeting geeks, farmers,
Christians and sugar babies alike. Here’s a list
of the top five most intriguing niche dating
sites, and the ways they help you find a special
someone.
Seeking Arrangement: This site connects
Sugar Babies to Sugar Mommies and Daddies.
Young people can sign up for free to meet
older, wealthy men and women looking to
spend money on a youthful companion. The
site is free for Sugar Babies, but requires a
$50 membership fee for its older patrons. If
you want to search specifically by body type,
income, net worth or ethnicity, you can buy
a premium membership and find your ideal
Sugar-someone to hopefully help pay off your
student loans.
VeggieDate: Are you dedicated to the
vegetarian lifestyle? Are you tired of being
catfished by meat lovers? If so, VeggieDate is
for you. A free membership connects you to
platonic friends and potential romantic interests
across the world who identify strongly with
vegetarian values. You can filter your searches
by religious affiliation, veganism, macrobiotic
eaters and raw vegans. Meet without the meat!

Mullet Passions: It’s exactly what it sounds
like. Mullet Passions allows mullet-havers and
mullet appreciaters to search by mullet type as
well as by popular interests (the ones it lists are
wrestling, country music, and monster trucks).
It’s completely free, so what in the world are
you waiting for?
Sea Captain Date: Do you ever look out at
the Sound and wish you could on the water
gazing into the eyes of a fellow sea-lover? Sea
Captain Date was created to unite ocean lovers,
no strings (or land) attached. Despite the title,
there’s no maritime education required to
find your “First Mate.” As their site says, “In
the unforgiving ocean of love, let us be your
lighthouse.”
PURRsonals: Finally, if you’re tired of
swiping left on picture after picture of dogs
and their owners, it’s time to try PURRsonals.
As featured on Ellen, this site connects cat
enthusiasts to each other for friendships,
dates and cat play-dates. You can simply
communicate with long distance feline friends,
or meet up in person at the local pet store. Of
course, the site is also stocked with cat news,
videos and funny cat memes.
If your ideal date is a sailboat ride to a salad
bar with a wealthy, mulleted cat owner, then
you’re pretty much set with these sites here.
However, if you’re more of a “FurryCon after
Catholic Mass with your dream farmer” kind
of person, there are sites for you too. Just know
that in the world wide web of online dating,
there are some golden threads pulling you
towards your niche match.

Chechnya detains gay men in
possible concentration camps
By Nata lie Scogg i ns

In later March, gay men ranging from 16 to 50 started to
disappear in Chechnya. The Russian newspaper Novaya Gazeta
reported in early April that gay men were being rounded up and
detained or killed for their sexuality.
Chechen authorities promptly denied this, using the argument
that gay people “ just don’t exist in the republic.” If they did,
spokesman Ramzan Kadyrov said, they would have been sent
“somewhere they wouldn’t return from” by their families. Honor
killings of LGBT individuals still take place in Chechnya.
However, with over 100 men missing and at least three dead,
the statement is not only false but a clear act of violence. Reports
have been backed up by the Human Rights Watch as well as
men who have been detained, beaten, tortured or otherwise
punished. Some men claim to have been blackmailed or held
for ransom.
None of the men detained were open about their sexuality,
since the republic is notoriously homophobic.
Novaya Gazeta reported that this “prophylactic sweep” started
when a Moscow-based LGBT group applied for permits to
hold pride parades across the North Caucasus region, which
is primarily Muslim and includes Chechnya. The permits were
denied and prompted anti-gay protests.
Despite coming from many sources, the details of the camps
are very vague.
The U.S. State Department released a statement on April 7
condemning Chechnya’s actions and urging Russian authorities
to step in or at least speak out.

Ramzan Kadyrov, spokesman for the Chechnya government.
PHOTO VIA KREMLIN.RU

Modern romance?

Toxic Shock Syndrome
I grew up thinking of Toxic Shock Syndrome
(TSS) as some sort of tampon boogeyman. Since
I was too scared to actually try to understand it,
my imagination took the reins. I thought it had
something to do with letting a tampon get rotten,
or getting it stuck so far that it wouldn’t be able to
come out and would eventually disintegrate inside
of me.
While TSS should definitely be a concern, it
should not be a mystery. It’s pretty rare (according
to toxicshock.com, most doctors will never see it
in their careers), but also very serious. Here’s what
goes down: a bacteria (usually Staphylococcus aureus,
more commonly known as “staph”) develops or
is introduced, and then gets re-absorbed into
the bloodstream through an opening in the skin
or through mucus membranes. 20 percent of
people carry the bacteria in their bodies already,
according to the Yale Journal of Biology and
Medicine.
We most often hear about this occurring when
an internal menstrual product (tampon, cup,
sponge) gets left in for too long. Surprisingly,
as menstrual cases of TSS (infections occurring
within three days of menses) decline, the
proportion of non-menstrual cases has increased.
These cases can actually occur from complications
after a surgical procedure, from postpartum
wounds, and even in relation to bone infections.
However, since the bacteria grows best in warm
and wet places, the vagina is prime real estate,
and the majority of cases in the U.S. occur from
tampon use, according to the Center for Disease
Control (CDC). In the U.K., only half of cases
are menstrual, according to toxicshock.org.
A 1999 study by the CDC divides national
trends in TSS as such: the epidemic years (19791980), the years of increased awareness (19811986), and the declining years (1987-1996). After
super absorbent tampons hit the market and
caused several noteworthy cases, leading to new
regulations that required tampon boxes to have
information about TSS and to advise users about
changing them regularly and using the lightest
tampon that is appropriate for the flow. Those
instructions are there for a reason. Listen to them.
There is good reason for concern; according to
the CDC, “At least 40% of menstrual TSS cases

By Nayla L ee

continue to affect women 13 to 19 years old, an
age group not as likely to be aware of the risk
for TSS and for whom further education may be
needed.”
If you’re worried about it, here’s what to look out
for: A fever above 102 degrees, low blood pressure,
watery diarrhea, disorientation, vomiting,
dizziness and a flat rash on the palms and soles
that looks like a sunburn and turns white when
pressed. Desquamation is the fancy name for
what happens when the rash peels off. I would
recommend not Googling it unless you’ve got a
particularly strong stomach. If these symptoms
apply, go to a doctor immediately.
And as for what it does to your innards? Muscle
myalgia, kidney failure, liver inflammation
and a low platelet count. It’s no fun. Just ask
Lauren Wasser, the model whose severe case
of TSS required a leg amputation and multiple
surgeries in 2012. Wasser and congressmember
Carolyn Maloney are working to pass the Robin
Danielson Act, which would establish a program
to independently research the products such as
fibers and chemicals that are used in menstrual
hygiene products and to encourage the FDA to
require transparency by tampon manufacturers.
The act has been blocked nine times already.
Until then, stay vigilant. Don’t leave your
tampon in for longer than the package
recommends. The CDC recommends using a mix
of pads and tampons, especially for long periods
of sleep. Do not use tampons or pads that have
been in unsanitary conditions or pre-opened.
The first case of TSS from the use of a menstrual
cup was confirmed in 2015. As an article in
the Canadian Journal of Infectious Diseases
& Medical Microbiology notes, the silicone
and rubber used in cups does not promote
the microbiological growth in the same way
that carboxymethylcellulose, an ingredient in
tampons, does. (Carboxlmethylcellulose, by the
way, isn’t an inherently dangerous ingredient;
it’s hypoallergenic and used in foods, eyedrops,
toothpaste, and more, but in the vagina it helps
harbor bacteria.) However, it isn’t impossible, so
make sure to dump them at least every 12 hours
and clean them thoroughly when possible.
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Exploring Hilltop’s Cherry Blossom Festival
By Alyssa Danis

O

n a chilly spring Saturday in April, families
gathered in People’s Park, located in Tacoma’s
Hilltop neighborhood. Children ran around the open
grass fields flying kites with the help of Larry Anderson,
a member of the Hilltop Business Association (HBA).
The pink petals of cherry blossoms scattered the ground of
the park, marking the sign of spring. April 8 was HBA’s
Cherry Blossom Fest and Wine Walk, modeled after the
Hanami tradition in Japan.
“There festivals are a really big deal, when the cherry
blossoms bloom in Japan they have Hanami so when a
friend asked us to be here we thought it would be fun to
get involved,” said Anne Tsuneishi, Principal of Sherman

Elementary.
Hanami is Japanese tradition where people gather,
usually in parks. to enjoy the blooming of trees, usually
cherry blossoms. They have picnics and large gatherings,
and celebrate the coming of spring and the beauty of
nature. In Hilltop, there were several opportunities to
take a walking tour of Hilltop’s cherry trees across from
the People’s Park.
Several local food trucks provided goods for picnics
under the covered area. Some of the trucks included
HamHock Jones, Rain or Shine on Fire, and P&J’s Waffle
delight. While enjoying food from local businesses the
festival also provided free musical entertainment. Taiko

drummers from the University of Puget Sound performed
at 11 a.m. They are a club on campus, sponsored by the
Asian Studies Department. They play a variety of Japanese
percussion instruments. Besides Puget Sound’s group,
Jim Valley, Terence Paul Trio, Christina Brewer, Scooter
and Spoken Word, Jay Douglas 5, and Peter Kirkland all
performed at the event.
The Cherry Fest also featured origami, kite flying, and
Haiku writing. The origami lessons were taught by Anne
Tsuneishi and Lua Pritchard of the Asia Pacific Cultural
Center. They helped visitors learn to fold cranes, and
paper balloons that they could take home. Jim Robbins,
a Hilltop Community Member, manned the Haiku
station, inspiring visitors to create their own poems
in traditional japanese style. He handed out written
instructions, paper, markers, and stickers.
Vendors from all over Hilltop had booths or were
offering a discount at their stores for the duration of the
festival. Audrey Richards, the acupuncturist at Marconi
Chiropractic and Wellness, helped visitors paint cherry
blossoms as a healing exercise, a project she said she had
done as a child and in Japan. The vendors were located
among the main walk way and included Agape Japanese
Language school, who did a raffle for $100 worth of
free lessons. Catherine Petrich, a local face painter, was
there as another fun activity for children to participate
in. Metro Parks, North End Natural, Second Use,
Tacoma Urban Digs,and Urban Glow all had booths as
well.In every store window along the main strip was a
flyer for the event. Inside the program for the day’s event
was a sheet featuring coupons for the local businesses.
Hilltop Business Association (HBA) aimed to create
an event that embraced local businesses and Japanese
culture. President of HBA Anthony Stell, HBA
manager Mario Lorenz and the rest of their team pulled
together a very successful event.
Guests were smiling despite the occasional chill and
enjoying all the activities. They left with hands full of
crafts and tokens from businesses along Hilltop.
ILLUSTRATION COURTESY OF MICHELLE LEATHERBY

English department tackles history, literature and race through
the lens of “Hamilton”
By Nia Henderson

The sophomore-level English course “American literature
and culture before 1800,” taught by Professor Hale,
usually focuses on historical themes or literature; however,
this year it has been altered to be from the perspective of
Alexander Hamilton’s life and experiences, partly due to
the cultural impact of the Broadway musical “Hamilton.”
The class first examines “Hamilton,” written by LinManuel Miranda. “We use the musical as a jumping off
point, as a sort of touchstone for connecting Hamilton’s era
— especially the revolutionary war period and emergence
of the U.S. as a nation — to our own,” Professor Hale said.
As the course progresses, they begin to evaluate other text
from the time period which is roughly 1750-1805.
Professor Hale said, “we consider the historical materials
during Hamilton’s time period, including his letters and
political writing, alongside other key texts of the same
period.” This includes private letters, political texts,
novels, poetry and other texts written by Hamilton and
other historical figures. Through reading a large variety
of literature, students are able to develop a deeper
understanding of the values, conflicts and challenges of
the word Hamilton lived in.
In addition to the array of text, they ponder Miranda’s
musical and what it can tell us about where we are today.
“How it reimagines the story of our nation’s founding
through people of color and through contemporary
musical forms, and whether those choices might be seen
as progressive today even as they risk obscuring the white
supremacy that was absolutely fundamental to Hamilton’s
era and to the construction of the U.S.,” Hale said.
When Professor Hale first heard about “Hamilton” she
purchased the album and was instantly hooked. She said,
“my daughter and I listened to it for a solid six months, and
could (and still can) recite the entire show.” She believed
that she could use the popularity of Alexander Hamilton

and the musical to draw students to a time period that can
be unpopular and unfamiliar.
She began working on this course in spring 2016 with
Katy Curtis, Humanities Liaison Librarian and fellow
“Hamil-fan” who assisted in creating new assignments for
this course. “Without her enthusiasm, her skill at finding
and compiling primary resources, and her ideas for some
of the more creative assignments, the class wouldn’t exist,”
Hale said.
This class fulfills a standard English major requirement
and assignments in the class range from close readings
of primary sources to creative assignments. “Later in the
class, after we talk a bit about what the musical does and
doesn’t accomplish in its representation of the historical
figures, events and issues, students write or rewrite the
lyrics for a musical number that might be added to the
existing show. It’s their chance to fill in some of the gaps
with their expanded understanding of the actual events,”
Hale said.
Hale believes that understanding the era is more
important than learning just about Hamilton as an
individual. She believes that with this knowledge students
are able to develop a richer understanding of the men who
founded our country and articulated the values of justice
and liberty for all, but also become aware that their actions
clearly illustrate that these values were for a specific class
of white men. “That contradiction is still at the center of
our national experience,” Hale said.
She finds the musical important in many ways. “I think
it represents the possibility of imagining, retrospectively,
a world in which being American isn’t subconsciously
associated with whiteness — an association whose toxic
impact we are currently experiencing in a resurgence of
white nationalism and nativism,” Professor Hale said.
Although she believes that the musical is capable of

spurring activism and positive representation of people of
color is important, it leaves out realities of the time such
as inequality and slavery. She says, “at a moment when
politicians are actively working against immigrants and
immigration, the way Miranda emphasizes Hamilton’s
status as an impoverished immigrant who became central
to our history can do important cultural work. But the
musical by itself can’t possibly build a society and nation
that are truly just and equitable, which is what must
happen.”
Overall, students seem to enjoy the class. “I think
students are much more sophisticated about the way the
musical intersects with contemporary questions about
race, immigration and the promise of liberty and justice
that remains unmet in this nation,” Hale said.
This class has been a learning experience for the students
as well as professor Hale. She said, “I’ve been reminded
that students are terrific at sussing out hypocrisy and
grandstanding by political figures, and that today’s
students have very high ethical expectations of their
leaders — which are seldom met. It’s also been gratifying
to have yet another arena in which to see how central issues
of social justice and equity are to Puget Sound students;
they are astute judges of character across hundreds of
years. I’m still hoping to get a couple of old-school rap
and hip-hop fans in the class so that we can do more with
Miranda’s very conscious incorporation of those genres in
his musical.”
Professor Hale and Katy Curtis put a lot of work into
creating this class. Hale said, “as long as students are
interested in all things Hamilton, I will continue to offer
it. I will be on sabbatical next academic year, though, so
it will likely show up again in the English department
offerings for 2018-19. And I encourage students who are
not English majors or minors to take the class!”
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Students to recieve three units of credit for legislative internship
By Molly Wampler

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WASHINGTON STATE LEGISLATIVE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

F

or the first time next spring, Puget Sound students will have the opportunity to
receive full academic credit for a full time internship through the Washington State
Legislative Internship Program, a perk absent from the popular internship in years prior.
The Washington State Legislature Program has been around for over 25 years, Robin
Jacobson, Puget Sound Politics and Government professor, said, but before now, students
couldn’t receive more than a single credit for completing the internship. And since most
students couldn’t afford to essentially take a semester off of school, the program rarely
attracted Puget Sound students. Jacobson was key in developing the program on the
University’s end so more academic credit could be awarded to these interns. It took a few
years but now, if accepted, students can earn three credits from the experience, and a
fourth if they choose to enroll in an extra independent studies course.
Legislative interns spend 40 hours a week in Olympia for the duration of the regular
legislative session, covering constituent casework, researching bills, drafting resolutions
and attending floor hearings and meetings. Since even-numbered years are election years,
legislative sessions are shorter and end around spring breaks. “We are only doing the
program formally every other year,” Jacobson said, because the fourth credit is earned
through a post-session class she teaches at Puget Sound.
Puget Sound senior James Markin is currently spending his last semester of college
in Olympia through this program. He is interning during one of the legislature’s long
sessions, which will end this month, and was ahead on credits when he applied, so the
fact that he is only receiving one internship credit from the University won’t delay his
graduation.

Markin has had a positive experience with the internship, and has been able to apply
what he learned at Puget Sound to the professional world. “The skills you learn in terms
of talking with other people that aren’t your age and have different interests and different
opinions on things is really important to figure out,” Markin said.
While the internship does include tasks like answering the phone and filing papers,
program coordinators Emily McCartan and Paula Rehwaldt emphasized that regular
office staffers do these tasks as well since the office is so small, and that interns also have
plenty of opportunities to work on much more fulfilling tasks in addition.
“You become an integral part of that office. They don’t have a lot of staff,” Rehwaldt, who
coordinates interns in the House of Representatives, said, “so you get really involved in
everything that goes on in that office.”
McCartan, Rehwaldt’s counterpart in the Senate, notices the tremendous benefit this
internship plays in the professional lives of interns. “It’s a great way to ramp up your
academic experience and apply it in the real world and build the skills that employers are
looking for,” she said.
McCartan told the story of an intern who was asked by her representative to draft talking
points for a last-minute bill debate, and was shocked when the legislator walked onto the
floor and simply read what she wrote. “Your work has a really immediate impact on what
legislators are doing,” McCartan said.
“You become a really trusted part of your team,” she said. “It’s a lot of fun to be able to
feel like you have some ownership over that process.”
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Division III student-athletes face stigmas
B y Ta y l a M a c P h e r s o n

Division III sports sometimes recieve less attention and
renown than their Division I and II counterparts, and some
athletes feel that Division III is stigmatized.
The biggest known difference between Divisions I, II and
III is athletic scholarships. Receiving validation from an
institution in the form of money is seen as a honor. Not
having such a reward in Division III sports creates an
immense separation between the Divisions. Not to mention
the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA) Division, community colleges and junior colleges
who also provide athletic scholarships.
Sophomore football player Zackary Teats (Reno, Nevada)
speaks to the difficulty of not being taken seriously as an
athlete without an athletic scholarship.
“The biggest Division III stigma that I see consistently is
the perception that since we are not on some sort of athletic
scholarship we are not actually college athletes or that since
we play at small schools we are not playing important college
sports. I take issues with these stigmas because the divisions
of the NCAA were not made to put athletes into different
categories, they were made to offer different experiences.
And what many people do not understand is that playing a
college sport at the Division III level gives the most unique
student-athlete experience when compared to the other two
divisions. We are very dedicated to our sports and studies.
It is hard to get the best of both worlds at the other two
levels,” Teats said.

Many people within society assume Division III sports are
an entire grade down in all aspects compared to other college
divisions. Division III student athletes have expressed that
the biggest stigmas of Division III include being labeled
as having less time commitment, lack of skill and a limited
level of competitiveness. In truth, these factors depend on
the school and the individual program. No skill or level of
talent should be determined by the label on the front cover.
University of Puget Sound is a highly regarded academic
institution. Such a rigorous university downgrades the
ability of student athletes, because many people believe
athletes cannot do both if they are competing at a high level.
Loree Payne, women’s head basketball coach, gave insight
to comparing Divisions after coaching and playing at a
Division I institution. Payne has announced that she will
be accepting a position at Northern Arizona University, a
Division I instituion.
“There are aspects of our facilities that would compete
at that level, but some aspects that would not. We have an
awesome game court, yet we do not have a full practice
court. Players on my bench may start at a different DIII
institution, but don’t have the skill yet to start here because
of the competitiveness of our program,” Payne said.
Coaches, facilities and programs vary at any level. The
University of Puget Sound is lucky to have such impressive
facilities and some immensely talented programs, yet there
are other areas the university lacks in. However, the greatest

pattern heard from coaches and players is the lack of athletic
money available at the Division III level.
Joe Vari, women’s soccer head coach, explains the
differences in programs at the DIII level, in addition to the
challenges with recruiting players to a DIII school.
“I have lost players to athletic scholarships at Division I
schools. Competition and skill level differs per program, not
per division. There are Division III programs, like us, who
could compete against lower Division I programs and vice
versa,” Vari said.
Division III athletics shared a uniqueness that positively
separates the community from the rest. Teats elucidates the
truth of being a Division III athlete.
“When it comes to the commitment of the studentathlete, the quality of the school, the dedication of coaches
and other staff, and the pride that one takes in competing at
the college level, then no I do not see any gaps. The love of
sports is the same across all levels,” Teats said.
Expressing the great amount of difference in athletic
departments throughout all divisions is vital. All programs
have differentiating factors like skill, drive, staff and
academic strength. Some institutions have a renowned
coaching staff, where others are academically challenging.
This does not mean one program is less than the other.
Division III stigmas will be eliminated if society recognizes
all institutions individually.

Loree Payne accepts position at Northern Arizona University

PHOTO COURTESY OF LOGGER ATHLETICS

Loree Payne is finishing her tenure at Puget Sound after seven seasons leading the Women’s basketball team. Payne has accepted a position at Northern Arizona University, in Flagstaff, AZ. NAU is a Division I school in the Big Sky Conference. In her time with the University, Payne has built a 130-58 career record
with the Loggers. Payne will be missed, but we are excited for her to take this step. Read more about Payne and her impending move in next week’s Trail.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LOGGER ATHLETICS

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Sports Recaps
By Z achar y Fletcher

Women’s Lacrosse
The Loggers beat Linfield at home on
April 8 12-6 to secure an important
conference victory. Senior Megan Bacher
scored six goals in the game, while senior
Marcella Heineke added two. After
starting the game down four goals, the
Loggers battled back to take a 4-2 lead
into halftime. After a 6-0 run and three
consecutive goals by Linfield, the Loggers
secured the game behind first-year student
Ally Benko’s nine saves. April 9 was
senior day for the lacrosse team, but they
were taken down 18-7 by Southwestern
(Tex.). Seniors Haliey Shoemaker,
Meghan Bacher, Marcella Heineke,
Elena Becker and Haley Schuster were
all honored before the game. The loggers
went into half-time with a 7-2 deficit
with goals from junior Ella Frazer and
Bacher. Schuster added two second half
goals and Frazer/Bacher both scored
again, but it wasn’t enough to overcome
Southwestern (Tex.). The next game
for the Loggers comes on Friday April
14 at 4 p.m. at home against Whitman.

Baseball

The Loggers started off the week on April
4 at Cheney Stadium, home of the MLB
Triple-A affiliate of the Seattle Mariners.
The team faced Pacific Lutheran and the
game got through five innings, but was
postponed with a 2-2 score. The team
continued with a home doubleheader
against Willamette on April 8. The
Loggers won the first game 3-2 with a
nail-biting finish. Junior James Dejesus
scored on a walk-off single by senior
Ian Hughes in the bottom of the ninth.
The Loggers dropped the second game
to Willamette by a score of 4-7. Hughes
went 3-for-4 and but Willamette scored
four runs in the sixth inning to secure
a 7-4 victory. On Sunday April 9, the
Loggers dropped their final game of the
weekend to Willamette 6-0 at home.

Softball

The team started the weekend off on April
8 with a doubleheader against Linfield.
The Loggers lost their first game 11-1.
Junior Erica Gott scored the lone run
for the Loggers in the game and senior
Jaci Young took the loss in the game
while allowing five runs in four innings.
The second game of the doubleheader
also went to Linfield 8-1. After Linfield
took a 6-0 lead in the first inning, senior
Krisit Nagamine recorded an RBI
double with junior Amber Popovich
scoring the run. The Loggers continued
the weekend series against Linfield on
April 9 with a 15-2 loss in the first game
and a 14-1 loss in the second game.

Track And Field

The men’s track team took second at
the Pacific Luau Invitation with the
women’s team taking third on Saturday
April 8. First-year student Miles Carlson
finished first in the men’s 100 meter with
sophomore Liam Monaghan taking first
in the men’s 5,000 meters. Sophomore
Matt Wells took first in 110 meter hurdles
with first-year student Avery Steffen
taking first in the 400 meter hurdles. On
the women’s side senior’s Logan Bays,
Anna Joseph and Emily Prasil went
first, second and third, consecutively, in
the 100 meter dash. Sophomore Emery
Badilina won the 800 meter race as well.

Tennis

The Puget Sound tennis teams lost to
Whitman on April 8. The men’s team
lost two matches 8-1 at home while the
women lost 9-0 on the road. Junior Jacob
Kompolt won No. 4 singles 6-7, 6-1, 106. Sophomore Ben Colson won No. 5
singles 1-6, 7-6, 10-2. On April 9 both
teams lost to Whitman. On the women’s
side first-year student Lisa Owen loss
a tough No. 1 singles match 7-5, 7-5.

April 14, 2017

trailsports@pugetsound.edu
PAGE DESIGN/LUCAS CROWLEY

9

NCAA basketball championship ends with
Carolina on top
By Wi l l Ke y s e

After a game-winning shot from Villanova University’s (Villanova,
Pennsylvania) Kris Jenkins downed University of North Carolina
(Chapel Hill, North Carolina) in the NCAA National Championship
game last spring, everything the North Carolina Tar Heels did this
season was with the goal of getting back to the big stage.
On Monday April 3, North Carolina battled Gonzaga University
(Spokane, Washington) in Phoenix for the chance to come away
with a national championship, and held off the Bulldogs to capture
the elusive title by a score of 71-65.
UNC’s victory represented the sixth time in school
history that the Tar Heels came out on top of the
college basketball world, good for third among all
NCAA teams. It also represented the third time
that head coach Roy Williams has led the school
to a championship, which leaves him tied for
fourth among college coaches all time. Among
active coaches, Williams trails only behind
Duke University’s (Durham, North Carolina)
Mike Krzyzewski.
The Tar Heels came into the tournament as a
number one seed in their South Regional bracket,
and easily blew past Texas Southern University
(Houston, Texas) 103-64, and held off a resilient
University of Arkansas team (Fayetteville, Arkansas) 72- 65 to
make it to the Sweet Sixteen.
North Carolina did not have much trouble in their matchup with
Butler University (Indianapolis, Indiana), and earned a 92-80 win
over the Bulldogs, getting 26 points from their star guard, Joel Berry
(Orlando, Florida). From there, things got a little tougher for the
Tar Heels.
The Elite Eight brought a contest with fellow perennial powerhouse,

John Calipari’s University of Kentucky Wildcats (Lexington,
Kentucky). The final seconds of the game brought a whirlwind of
events, with Kentucky tying the game on a difficult three-point shot
from first-year student Malik Monk (Bentonville, Arkansas) before
North Carolina’s sophomore Luke Maye (Huntersville, North
Carolina) nailed a game winning jumper as time ran down, ending
the game 75-73.
In the Final Four, North Carolina squared off against the University
of Oregon (Eugene, Oregon), and came out victorious in dramatic
fashion for the second game in a row. The Tar
Heels were up consistently throughout the
game, and a last minute surge from the Ducks
brought Oregon within one before North
Carolina secured an offensive rebound and
ran out the clock to win 77-76.
In the championship Monday night in
Phoenix, North Carolina faced yet another
heated battle. With one minute and 40
seconds left, Gonzaga held a one-point
lead until junior Justin Jackson (Spring,
Texas) converted a three-point play to put
the Tar Heels permanently in the lead. Several
defensive stops and two buckets later, the North
Carolina
Tar Heels were the 2017 NCAA champions.
North Carolina will look to repeat their championship run next
season without the services of five graduating seniors, two of whom
were in the starting lineup. Whether or not Justin Jackson and Joel
Berry return to the team next year will play a big part in the team’s
future success
PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Willamette and Whitworth lax added to
NWC conference
By Gabi Marrese

Division III women’s lacrosse team will be
welcoming two new schools into the West
Region and also the Northwest Conference.
Willamette University and Whitworth
University will be the two new additional
schools.
Willamette’s spokesperson announced the
addition of women’s lacrosse as their nineteenth
varsity sport for the university back in Dec.
“After careful consideration of levels of
interest in high school sports, student interest
surveys completed on campus last spring, and
competition available within the Northwest
Conference, lacrosse quickly emerged as the
top candidate for Willamette’s new women’s
sport,” said Willamette’s athletic director
Valerie Cleary on Dec. 9, 2016.
The Bearcats are in hopes of hiring a head

coach by the end of the year. This will allow
the team to prepare and start competing in the
spring of 2019.
Whitworth has followed suit with the
plan and hiring process of its counterpart
Willamette. Whitworth will be adding their
21st varsity sport to their university.
“We will now provide an opportunity for
those students who desire to play women’s
lacrosse at the collegiate level an opportunity
to also get a Whitworth education,” said
Whitworth’s athletic director Tim Demant on
March 9, 2017.
Puget Sound looks forward to the opportunity
to compete against these two teams in February
of 2019. Seven players from this year’s roster
will have to opportunity to face these teams in
a conference match in two years.

Former pro brings skills to women’s golf
By Zachary Fletcher

The women’s golf team shows a respect for the game, a love for the
sport, and an extreme appreciation for their head coach. All this
results in their passionate and positive-minded outlook when playing
the game they love.
Todd Erwin, coach of the golf teams here on campus, has played
golf professionally for over 20 years. According to Logger Athletics,
he went pro in 1984 and become a member of the PGA (the
Professional Golfers’ Association) in 1993. In the late eighties he
played on the Canadian tour. After studying business at Weber State
for four years, Erwin made two appearances in the U.S. Open in 1990
and 1993.
His players speak highly of love of the game, and his positive
mindset when it comes to his team.
“Coach Erwin is extremely inspiring and often has us write goals
to stick to,” first-year student Onti Rosen (Issaquah, Washington)
said. “He asks us to reach high in our goals even when we think it’s
impossible,” she continued.
“He really wants all of us to believe in ourselves no matter what the
outcome of our tournaments may be,” sophomore Kristi Koyanagi
(Honolulu, Hawaii) said.
Koyanagi, a captain of the team, speaks highly of the positivity
that Erwin brings to the team. “Last year we came in dead last at
almost every tournament, but Todd never gave up on us and never got
frustrated, he just made sure that we knew that we were good enough
and made sure that we knew what we had to work on for the next
tournament,” she said.

But to the ladies on this team, the sport means so much more that
meets the eye.
“Golf is where I feel connected to the outdoors and fresh air,” Rosen
said. Being out on the links provides a connection to the natural
world and disconnection for the social world.
Koyanagi feels something similar. “Golf is kind of my way of life in
a sense. When you golf you need to be able to forget about bad shots
quickly and move on to the next one, not letting the previous bad
shot affect your current one.”
Koyanagi speaks about her golf game as a way of living her life. “I
approach life the same way in the sense that when something doesn’t
go my way I acknowledge it and then put it behind me knowing that
there could be a positive outcome the next time. It’s a ‘don’t ever give
up’ kind of mentality and it can be applied to many aspects of life.”
For the future of Puget Sound, the players see things only going up
from here.
“I see Todd Erwin taking [Puget Sound] golf to great things in the
future. He wants the best for us and doesn’t like to lose!” Rosen said.
“Todd makes us set goals that we would like to accomplish over
long time periods and I can see how those goals are pushing all of
us to want to get better and see them accomplished during our time
here at [Puget Sound],” Koyanagi said.
Golf at Puget Sound is in a great spot, and Coach Erwin’s positive
mindset and dedication to the game can only make things better as
the seasons progress.
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Security Services reveals all decisions made by Magic 8-Ball
Louisa Von Vandercamp investigates
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semester and last year (and throughout Puget
Christina was clearly pro-Ball, given her
Sound’s history) Securityman dismissed me remarks — but was I?
with a wave of the Ball. “Outlook not so
Hoping to tie up all these loose ends, I
good,” it said when asked if racial prejudice contacted a friend of mine, a student who
was a factor in Security Services’ actions. I’m works for Security services. Her response
not a Ball expert, but there was something was succinct yet powerful. “Lolwut?” After
… shifty about the way it answered, almost elaborating on the nature of my investigation,
sweaty. The rest of the interview was short, she still seemed not to understand. “What
perfunctory. The Ball refused to
ball??? R U high?”
answer any more questions;
I, Louisa Von Vandercamp,
the 20-sided die was
was high — high on the
stuck between “without
thrill of hard-hitting
a doubt” and “very
investigation, hot on the
doubtful.” So what
heels of the Big Story.
was I to believe?
I was determined
Theory
and
to crack this Ball,
practice are very
crack it wide
different
things,
open.
and
neither
To
further
Securityman nor
investigate this
the Ball itself had
“Magic 8-Ball,”
really answered my
I hit the streets
questions.
one night. After
C
To get a different
wandering
around
O
OT
perspective, I contacted
campus
for
ten
PH
Christina Pearson, a
minutes, I found my
student of color who had The Ball, seen here being pensively racist. mark: a group of white
an unpleasant encounter
male students gathered
with Security Services last year and relayed it around a tree, giggling loudly and emitting
to Facebook. When asked if she was aware of a strange smoky smell. It seemed as though
the Ball’s existence and position in Security they were engaging in the pots and pans. As
Services, she was surprised. “WTF??????” she I stopped to chat, a security services truck
said. I asked her to elaborate. “[L]ol is that rounded the corner and began to slow as it
what they told you,” she continued. “You approached us. I grew excited — was I about
know, I really feel SO MUCH BETTER to witness the Ball’s work in action?
knowing that they put my safety on campus
The truck got closer, then passed us entirely,
in the hands of a toy. Typical.”
stopping instead to question a black student
O

This past Monday, April 10, Security
Services revealed to The Trail in an email
that every decision they make is decided not
by human people, but instead by a “Magic
8-Ball,” a popular fortune-telling ball sold
as a children’s toy. Within the black plastic
outer shell, a 20-sided die is encased in
blue liquid. Each side of the die contains a
different response to a yes-or-no question:
five answers are positive; five are negative;
four are indeterminate; five suggest racially
profiling students of color; one highly
recommends “U-Bolt” locks for bicycle
security.
I had a myriad of questions: was Tacoma’s
premier small liberal arts college security
service truly employing a children’s toy as a
decision-maker? Was this a ploy to deflect
the recent racism accusations directed at
Security Services? And if this “Magic 8-Ball”
was really in charge … was the Ball a bigot?
I reached out to Security Services for
further explanation of this “Ball’”and its role
in the organization, and Assistant Manager
of Inconvenient Door Locking, George
Securityman, agreed to an interview.
As we sat down in his office, I asked if
I could speak to the Ball itself. Securityman
nodded and went to the back; I heard the
sound similar to that of a “Magic 8-Ball”
package being opened. When he returned,
Ball in hand, it was smaller than I had
assumed, blindingly shiny and black. What
secrets did it hold? What truths was I about
to discover?
When I asked about the bias allegations
levelled against them this semester, last

100 feet away who was saving a kitten
from drowning. I shook it off as a chance
encounter and found another spot, but the
same thing happened, the Security truck
passed a white student defacing a stop sign,
yet pulled over to talk to a Latino student
who was single-handedly putting out a fire
in an on-campus house.
To find out whether my observations
were the result of the Ball’s judgements, I
approached the truck. The driver — “Mark
Securitydude,” according to his nametag —
eyed me suspiciously. I identified myself as a
reporter and asked him about his activities
for the night, hoping to figure out the role of
the Ball in his process. He was wary of me,
and dodged my questions like it was his job.
When I asked him directly about the Ball,
he froze. Over the walkie-talkie, I heard
four telltale words: “my answer is no.” It
was Securityman relaying the Ball’s orders!
I quickly asked Securitydude about it, but he
ignored me. “The ball must be protected!” he
yelled as he sped off into the night.
The Trail reached out to the “Magic-8
Ball” itself in light of these lingering
questions, but its only response was that
“Good quality ‘U-Bolt’ style locks are highly
recommended.” Take that with a grain of
salt, gentle readers — the jury is still out on
the Ball and its activities, responsibilities and
role in Security Services. As for me? Outlook
is good that this reporter is going to keep her
ear to the ground. These Security men and
their Ball are nothing to be trifled with.

Art and social media: gone too far?
BY PAGLIACCIO

In this modern age, it is easy to get too
wrapped up in scrolling through social media
mindlessly. The rise of disposable cameras
and film photography in young people
demonstrates a desire to become closer to
the form of communication they use and
to be more mindful about what they post
on social media. Rianne Kindlin explains
her choice to only take film photography
instead of using her iPhone. “I just want it to
have that certain look, y’know? Any amount
of effort is definitely worth posting great
pictures on social media. Of course, the end
goal is to always show who I’m hanging out
with and how often. So honestly it doesn’t
matter what medium, as long as the end goal
comes through.”
This trend of new art media on social media
does not stop at film photography. Other
students have gone further and decided

to only prove hang out sessions through
more obscure media. Marguerite Redshew
gave us an in-studio tour. She showed the
development of one particular hang session
through art forms. “I started out with the
film photograph, but then I did a study in
watercolor. I didn’t like that either, so I made
a woodblock print in the style of German
impressionists. I was pretty happy about that,
just because it really demonstrated the mood
of the night well. However, I ended up settling
on a Raymond Pettibon-esque abstraction to
really reinforce some of the ideas I gained
from that night. I love Pettibon’s interplay
between text and image and how the viewer
has to interpret the relationship between the
two. I think the viewers all like my work,
or at least, they really only have one option
on Instagram, and they all ‘like’ what I post
on there. So, yeah, I’ve gotten a pretty good

response both critically and in pop culture.”
On the other hand, junior philosophy
student Kayla Johnstone prefers the 17thcentury Dutch style of Vanitas tableaus to
show who she hangs out with. “Instead of
focusing solely on death and decay, I needed
to show people who I hung out with. So,
in this example (pictured) I put in bottle
caps to suggest a large social gathering, my
friend Katie’s iconic red bandana, and bright
colors to show I hung out with Theo. Vanitas
paintings are most conducive to my personal
social media branding.”
Clara Mersereaux has even gone further,
staging her own performance art in
Wheelock Student Center to get people to
acknowledge she hangs out with people on
a regular basis. “I put my movement-sansmovement interactive piece on Facebook
Live so I could get a larger audience. I

included lots of elongated and staccato
movement to show I was hanging out with
my friend Nita. She’s really cool, so I wanted
to make sure people knew what I was going
for.”
No matter what medium you choose, it
is indisputable that this focus on artistic
approaches will only increase the level of
pretensions on social media.

ALL PHOTOS BY PAGLIACCIO

Combat Zone writers are Molly Mclean and Linnea Stoll. Hannah Ferguson is the Combat Zone editor. Pseudonyms have historically been used by Combat Zone writers. We want to keep this tradition and credit
writers by name in order to promote transparency. Our intent is to make people laugh and to provoke people to think critically.
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“You can start a rally at the drop of a hat”:

Black Panthers cofounder Bobby Seale comes to Puget Sound
By Anya Otterson
Recently, the University of Puget Sound has been
fortunate enough to host multiple history-makers
coming to speak to the campus and surrounding
community. Sponsored by the Race and Pedagogy
Institute, one of the most recent and revered of
these speakers was Bobby Seale, a leader of the Black
Panther Party. Seale came to Puget Sound amidst a
flurry of activity and spoke to a crowd of almost two
hundred people that overflowed Rausch Auditorium.
“Bobby Seale, a cofounder of the Black Panther
Party, is a revolutionary and an icon,” Professor Renee
Simms of the African American Studies department
said, during her introduction to the conversation.
With African American and Communication
Studies Professor Dexter Gordon as the moderator,
Seale spoke for an hour and a half about his life
and the history of the Black Panther Party. Seale’s
charisma and vibrant stories captivated the
audience’s attention, as he described moments that
changed history in such detail it was as though we
were reliving them.
Part of a long line of carpenters and builders,
Seale grew up in Texas and Berkeley, California.
After ser ving time in the United States Air Force,
where he excelled in technical school, Seale attended
Merritt College in Oakland, California, where he
continued to do extremely well in math and science.
It was while he was in college that Seale’s interest in
civil rights was sparked, largely in part because of all
the books he read.
“My skills and stuff and what I was into was
one thing, but I had begin to research to know my
African and African American people’s history,”
Seale said.
A defining moment for Seale came when he
got the opportunity to hear Martin Luther King Jr.
speak in Oakland. Along with the African American
history books he read, he was strongly influenced by
Martin Luther King Jr., and it changed the course
of his life.
“ When I heard Dr. King, Martin Luther King,
was coming to town, I knew he was about changing
stuff, so I’m gonna go hear this brother speak,” Seale
said.
In 1966, Seale was an employee of the City
Government of Oakland when he and Huey Newton
started the Black Panther Party. The party evolved
out of a poem and a conflict with the police in
Berkeley. True to his charismatic and humorous
nature, Seale recounted to the audience how Newton

convinced him to get on a table and recite Ronald
Stone’s poem, “Uncle Sammy Call Me Fulla Lucifer.”
“You gotta remember something,” Seale said,
grinning. “ This is the 1960s. You can start a rally at
the drop of a hat.”
He then promptly stood up from his chair on the
stage and recited the poem to the rapt audience. It
was easy to see how he was able to start a movement
on that day in the 1960s; his voice was so full of
power and emotion that it was as though we were
there on that Berkeley street with him all those years
ago.
Claiming that he was breaking the law by using
obscene language in public — something that the
First Amendment in fact allows — police attempted
to pull him down from the chair on which he stood.
Not realizing that they were undercover police,
Seale refused to go; they then began attacking him
and Newton. At the preliminary hearing, the police
lied and stated that they had gone after Seale and
Newton for blocking the sidewalk.
In contrast to the negative stereotypes of violence
that they are often saddled with, the Black Panthers
in fact used their knowledge of laws and history to
fight for civil rights. This stems largely from Seale’s
love of reading and belief in the importance of
education in winning battles.
While the Black Panther Party fell apart in
the early 1970s due to internal issues and Seale’s
resignation as chairman, he continues to spread the
message of fighting for each other’s civil rights and
holding the police accountable for their actions.
Emphasizing the vital role that cell phones play
in modern politics and activism, Seale explained that
anyone could protest or provoke change by recording
moments for the rest of the world to see. Often
having this photographic evidence can sway public
opinion and policy.
“ We don’t need the guns. We’re just trying to
capture the imagination of the people today,” Seale
said.
First-year student Laneka Viney enjoyed hearing
Seale speak, especially since it happened to coincide
with a book she was reading about him and Newton
that she just happened to pick up recently.
“As he talked, I kind of envisioned him as a
young person saying those things,” she said.
While she was surprised that Seale did not speak
too highly of Newton — he made sure to let the
audience know that he was more of a leading force

within the party than Newton — Viney connected
with his sentiments about not having many black
professors at his college, which she has found to be
difficult.
First-year student Mauricio Mendez was similarly
moved by Seale’s lecture and the intelligence that he
exuded.
“Having someone that powerful, someone who
was that strong, politically active, someone who I
aspire to be one day, it ’s just eye opening. It made me
feel very inspired,” Mendez said.
Struck by how highly Seale spoke of youth,
Mendez was reminded of Berkeley protests that he
attended when he was younger and how his mere
presence at the protests was a sign of resistance.
“If he could do it I could do it. No matter what, no
matter what you’re doing, no matter what happens,
keep fighting,” Mendez said.
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ALBUM REVIEW:
“The Empyrean” by
John Frusciante

By Connor May
John Frusciante, the former guitarist for the Red Hot Chili Peppers, is a well
accomplished musician in many respects. He joined the Red Hot Chili Peppers when he
was only 18 years old and worked on their first album to ever sell over 500,000 copies in the
U.S.: “Mother’s Milk.” A few years later, in 1991, he along with other members of the band,
produced what was the Red Hot Chili Pepper’s ultimate claim to fame: “Blood, Sugar, Sex,
Magik.”
“Blood, Sugar, Sex, Magik” skyrocketed in the charts of the 1990s, with songs like “Under
the Bridge,” “Give It Away,” and “Suck My Kiss.” The band had now found true world-wide
popularity. Some may say that this was largely due to the addition of John Frusciante on
guitar.
However, the limelight was not what Frusciante wanted at all. He hated the fame, the
crowds, the enormous concerts, etc. In 1992 on tour in Japan, Frusciante up and quit for
several years. Throughout these years, from the early to mid 2000s, Frusciante started
producing a lot of solo work, and once the recording of “Stadium Arcadium” had finished, he
decided to leave to bad for good.
In some respects, after his time away from the Red Hot Chili Peppers and time spent
experimenting with new music, Frusciante became musically reborn. This renaissance is seen
ever so beautifully in his album “The Empyrean.” This album encapsulates some of John
Frusciante’s best work, with songs like “Before the Beginning,” a cover of Tim Buckley’s
“Song to the Siren,” and “Dark/Light.” Something truly breathtaking happens when you put
on a set of headphones and drown yourself in this album.
If you are looking for a psychedelic “Maggot Brain”-esque musical journey, take a listen
to “Before the Beginning.” If you want to get lost in utter beauty, make sure the volume is
high and the headphones work well, and then listen to “Unreachable.” The song “Heaven”
teeters on the verge of delicacy and death. Frusciante draws you in endlessly and plays with
some beautiful concepts, after all the album is titled “The Empyrean,” which means deriving
from heaven.
Overall, this album is a psychedelic, alternative masterpiece. If you love the guitar, “The
Empyrean” is home to some of the enchanting guitar licks Frusciante has created so far.

12

April 14, 2017

trailae@pugetsound.edu

PAGE DESIGN/G. D. GUSTAVSON

ARTS & EVENTS

Students find avenue for self expression
at Dance Your Prayers event
By Parker Barry
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“The theme was ‘who am I and what is my purpose?’”
Ari Ziegler, a senior at the University of Puget Sound
said.
Last Saturday at 10:30 a.m., students gathered in
Thomas 201 for the “Dance Your Prayers” event, hosted
by art/dance facilitator Maggie Silverman. “Dance Your
Prayers” was a conscious, ecstatic dance event in which
students had the opportunity to express themselves
through unchoreographed dance, drawing and poetry.
At the beginning of the event, Silverman told us to
start walking or dancing around the room, free from the
pressure of judgement. After dancing for around an hour,
we sat on the floor and did fifteen minutes of drawing
with pastels.
“We got a large piece of paper and some pastels and
for fifteen minutes we drew, to answer the prompt: ‘who
am I right now?’ Then we went around the room and
showed our drawings — not to pass judgement, just to
acknowledge them,” Ziegler said.

The point of ecstatic dance is to express oneself through
dance and art within a community with a disregard to
judgement and insecurities. As the event went on, and
we danced and screamed and made animal noises, people
become less and less reserved and you could truly feel the
energy in the room lift into joy and camaraderie.
“This event, and the work that I do, touches on the
need in our society to slow down and to tune into our
bodies, our minds and our spirits. To escape from social
media, the constant feeling of everything being ‘out’ to
take the time and the space to truly feel,” Silverman said.
This event really showed how much the energy in a
room can change and affect you on an individual level.
By the end of the event I felt close with everyone in the
room, even though I barely knew anyone’s name, much
less who they were. The last thing we did as a group was
stand in a circle, arms around each other, and sing in
unison with our eyes closed. You could feel the love and
care that everyone had for one another.

“I see myself as a teacher, and a guide, giving
people tools so they can take them back into the real
world. A guide in expressive dance — a nonverbal way
of communication. The practice of seeing each other’s
movement, and understanding who we are through our
movement and art. Getting away from our stereotypes,
and who we think we are and also who we think others
are,” Silverman said.
One of the main points of this event was to provide
students with tools to feel connected to their body,
feel good and feel in general. In our society, there is a
disconnect between body and mind and conscious dance
is a way that a person can meld the body and mind to
create more understanding within the soul. It is important
to remind students that no matter how difficult life, and
living in our society gets, you always have dance, you
always have poetry and you always have art.

Alder Arts walk breaks down the campus bubble
By Emily Rostek

As the plague of Pacific Northwest rain begins to calm, students
and community members prepare for the 11th Annual Alder Arts
Walk. The Alder Arts Walk serves the Tacoma area by bringing
together University of Puget Sound students, local artists, children,
professors, community members and more through artistic expression.
The walk is a day-long celebration of art and music in about 5 or 6
houses around the University of Puget Sound campus. As the day
goes on, the walk shifts from house to house, changing themes,
genres and vibes. “Alder Arts Walk is a really amazing experience. It
brings together visual and performing arts in a unique format and is a
fantastic way to spend a day,” senior Cole Jackson said.
Each year, the walk is organized by Puget Sound students. This
year, junior Hannah Houser and senior Xander Polyzoides take the
reigns.
“I feel like the big difference is that at this point Alder Arts Walk
is an institution,” Houser said, “It feels like a tradition or ritual that
has become a big part of the art and music scene on campus and in
the Tacoma area.” And that is exactly what it has become. The walk
is an event that many students look forward to; it benefits all who
attend through creativity and self-expression. Although the Alder
Arts Walk is put on by students, the organizers make a clear effort to
break down Puget Sound borders to engage in the community.
“I feel like it’s one of the main times where the [Puget Sound]
bubble is broken and we incorporate artists and musicians from
Portland, Vancouver, Seattle, Olympia and beyond!” Houser said. In
the past, the walk has included Seattle bands like Health Problems
and this year is featuring local artists like Oh, Rose and Transylvania.
Alder Arts Walk began in 2006 and each year it has a different

theme. However, this time around, organizers decided not to have a
theme in hopes that this would bring in more submissions. Themes
in the past have included “Afterlife,” “Flowers” and “Four Horseman
of the Apocalypse.”
“My favorite part is the fact that it’s at a bunch of houses and you
walk from place to place and each house is usually a different theme
with like a different genre of music,” senior Shanna Williams said.
Some houses have facepaint and others have sparkles; the creativity
does not stop at the end of a set.
Alder Arts Walk is special because it includes all kinds of art. This
year, there will be a comedy hour as well as a flea market. Houser made
clear that Alder Arts Walk is a safe space. In addition to a variety of
genres, comedy, 2D and 3D art installations, “part of making the walk
a safer and inclusive space was making sure we seek out and feature
artists with diverse identities,” Houser said.
Because Alder Arts Walk is not sponsored by the University
of Puget Sound, students use social media like Facebook to market
the event. This pushes the organizers to create an experience that
integrates the Tacoma and Seattle community members with the
student body. The Facebook posts are often accompanied by studentmade graphics and posters.
The Alder Art Walk fundraisers are also advertised on Facebook
and usually consist of a house show with a $3 cover charge. In doing
this, the Alder Arts Walk team is able to put on fun and successful
events featuring local artists to raise money to have a day-long event
featuring other local artists. The cycle that Alder Arts Walk creates
by providing weekend entertainment that breaks down the boundary
between the Puget Sound bubble and the Tacoma/Seattle community
is one that has been the highlight of many students’ college career.
“Last spring I saw a band called Richie Dagger’s Crime who killed
their set,” Jackson said, “They had a trumpet player who absolutely
slayed. I definitely wouldn’t have seen them if they weren’t at Alder
Arts Walk.”
The entire process of Alder Arts Walk (the fundraising,
community involvement, and artistic expression) brings a renewed
sense of creativity and brilliance that is unique to the Pacific
Northwest.
Alder Arts Walk will take place on Saturday, April 22 and starts
at 12:30 p.m.

ALDER ARTS WALK
SCHEDULE
12:00-1:30 P.M.
818 N Washington
Raj
US41
1:30-4:45 P.M.
916 N Cedar
FLEA MARKET
Transylvania
Gender Wizard
Oh, Rose
5:00-6:45 P.M.
Comedy at 917 N Alder
Sam Doubek and Molly McLean
John Miller Giltner
7:15-10:00 P.M.
607 S Lawrence St
Tuftyhead
Wild Powwers
Scorndog
The Fabulous Downey Brothers
10:15-Late
3601 N 8th Union St
Simic
Aos
Raica
Flørist
For more information, contact
alderartswalk@gmail.com or
follow Alder Arts Walk on
Facebook.

