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WHITE SUPREMACIST
POSTERS ON CAMPUS:

ADMINISTRATION QUICK
TO ACT AND SLOW
TO FOLLOW UP
By Julia Schiff

Posters
containing
the
message, “It’s ok to be white,”
in large black letters were
posted in Jones, Howarth, and
the library late on Oct. 31.
Associated Students of the
University of Puget Sound
(ASUPS)
President
Collin
Noble sent a statement to
The Trail about this incident:
“[After] the white supremacist
posters were taken down, folks
across campus were in varying
positions of information and
misinformation. When incidents
of bias and hate happen, it is
critical that students are decisively
supported
and
informed.
Administrators
responding
to this situation did not have
enough information to support
students of color precisely because
students were mostly unaware of
the incident. Students of color,
and our allies, cannot identify
the resources we need if we are
not aware of a threat that is
posed to us. That being said, I
have been assured by multiple
administrators that this incident
has prompted action to change
our community response. I urge
students to encourage not only
administrators, but the faculty and
our peers to make critical changes
so we can do the equitable work
of supporting all Loggers. We
must see ourselves as a complex
and whole community that both
supports and challenges itself.
“As our campus community
responds to a barrage of negativity
and divisiveness, we recognize the
work of our friends on campus
to find healing. Hope lives in
the humanity of those around us.
We must — and will — continue
to provide each other with
opportunities to learn, spaces to be

seen, and a microphone to tell our
stories. (That means restructuring
financial resources as well.)
Of
course,
healing
the
world is not easy because we
must heal ourselves first.”
At around 9:30 p.m. on Oct. 31
an employee of Collins library
called security about finding
one of the posters. A student
had initially found the poster
and notified a library employee.
According to Fred Creek, the
Associate Director of Security,
receiving the call and finding
the offenders was almost
simultaneous. Members of the
security team patrolling campus
found the perpetrators in Howarth
shortly after security was notified.
They were two young people,
according to Creek, around the age
of 22–25. They are not members
of the campus community.
When confronted by security, the
offenders were calm and respectful
and left campus immediately.
It is suspected that they are
a part of a national movement
that places these posters around
educational institutions across
the country and internationally.
The posters are part of an online
campaign to foster divisiveness
and inflate political tension. Users
from 4chan, an online bulletin
with low censorship and minimal
monitoring, encouraged other
users to post the posters and
spread the message, “It’s ok to be
white.” 4chan is known for being
politically divisive, it is commonly
seen as a platform for neoNazis and white supremacists.
The incident occurred on Oct. 31,
but Puget Sound’s administration
did not address the issue until a
week later. Puget Sound’s Chief
Diversity Officer and Dean of

Diversity and Inclusion Michael
Benitez
informed
students
and faculty of the incident in a
campus-wide email on Nov. 7.
The email brings to light the
complicated nature of dealing
with divisive or hateful messages.
“Puget Sound intentionally
did not send a campus-wide
message so as to not give power
to the persons who created the
postings and in order to avoid
feeding the apparent purpose
of the postings,” Benitez wrote.
The
University
did
not
publicly address the issue until
this email. Instead, they dealt
with the issue by removing the
posters and confronting the
perpetrators, not immediately
calling attention to the incident.
This situation seemed to put
Puget Sound’s administration in a
double bind. To call attention to
it potentially means proving the
4chan users’ ideas about liberal
hysteria correct, but to not address
it at all would leave students
feeling lost and unsupported.
First-year
student
Mimi
Molotsky commented on the issue:
“It feels like they aren’t actually
doing anything. It’s pretty passive.”
Puget Sound does have a BiasHate Education Response Team
(BHERT). BHERT works to
bring awareness to issues of hate
and bias on campus, while also
improving how the administration
deals with these instances.
According to Puget Sound’s
website, one of BHERT’s main
objectives is to “assure institutional
accountability and responsiveness
in addressing bias and hate.”
The Trail asked Dean Benitez
about the BHERT criteria for
sending out a campus-wide email.
“Bias and hate is determined

by what our assessment of threat
to the community is, also tied to
federal
regulations/definitions.
In this case, it is important to
note as I mentioned in [the]
campus wide message that the
recent postings do not qualify as
bias incidents,” Benitez wrote.
“The decision to respond when
we did served the following
purposes,” Benitez continued. “(1)
provide an update after having
opportunity to investigate the
matter/report and postings; (2)
transparency; (3) provide clarity
in response to misinformed
commentary surfacing throughout
campus; (4) to acknowledge that
though the postings didn’t meet
threshold of bias or hate, we
understood very well the intent,
along with impact such postings
had, and are likely still having,
on our campus community; (5)
remind campus community we
take these postings seriously
and are addressing the matter;
(6) make campus community
aware that we are taking action/
working with different campus
leaders for collaboration on
educational
programming
possibilities about both the
postings and the educational
work to address these issues.”
One of those upcoming
educational programs is titled
“A Conversation with Security
Services and Chief Diversity
Officer: Understanding Security
Campus Response.” It is set
to take place on Nov. 28 from
12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the
Tahoma Room of Thomas
Hall. Dean Benitez encourages
campus members to attend.
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Black Student Union leads
‘March for Our Lives’

NEWS

On the day before the midterm elections, the Black Student
Union (BSU) led a March for Our Lives around campus.
Representation from most multi-identity based groups was
present at the march alongside students, faculty and staff.
The march began at the Memorial Fieldhouse at 7 p.m.,
and most people involved in the march were dressed entirely
in black. A huge crowd led by senior Kelly Johnson, the
Associated Students of the University of Puget Sound
(ASUPS) Senator at Large, and Nia Henderson, the
president of BSU, snaked around the outskirts of campus
before marching directly up the center path. The whole
crowd was chanting and shouting and demanding that their
voices be heard by the campus community.
The March happened the week after several notable
incidents of identity-based violence in America. The Tree
of Life Synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh and several other
incidents were on the minds of many marching.
“The amount of people, especially faculty and staff, that
showed up to support their peers and this fight for justice
was so impactful. Going into this, I had no idea what the
turnout would be. Especially considering our campus’
history participating in and responding to student protests,
I was concerned that no one would show up. I also am so
immensely appreciative to BSU for showing their solidarity
in such active and contextual ways,” Johnson said in an
interview later.
The march went into the Student Union Building (S.U.B.)
and the marchers surrounded the main dining area while
Johnson, Henderson and others spoke to the crowd. Johnson
spoke first, explaining to the people gathered why this march
was important and necessary.
“This is the March for Our Lives, and when I say that I don’t
mean anything other than what it sounds like. Our identities
and our lives are under attack,” Johnson said, addressing a
mixed group of marchers, students, faculty and staff.
Johnson brought up the recent shooting in a synagogue in
Pittsburgh, as well as other incidents of identity-targeted
violence in the country. Johnson urged the people gathered
to vote and use their voices to protect those impacted by
violence.
The March was a reminder that the multi-identity based
groups on campus, particularly BSU, exist and are present.
Their decision to march into the S.U.B. at dinner showed
their desire to be noticed and recognized by the rest of the
campus community.
“Although I participated and helped lead, BSU was
responsible for organizing and creating this event in
solidarity,” Johnson said later.
“I think if I were to say anything it would be that student
action like this is so important and imperative in creating
any contextual change. Engaging in action isn’t always
comfortable, convenient or easy but it does make a difference
for so many people. Complacency feeds violence,” Johnson
concluded.
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By Marcelle Rutherfurd

The campus community marches, holds signs, and chants at the “March for Our Lives”
This is an ASUPS Media Publication

SECURITY UPDATES
The following is a summary of incidents
reported to Security Services occurring
on campus between November 6 , 2018
and November 12, 2018:
·
Security staff responded to two fire
alarms in residence halls caused by students
allegedly smoking in their rooms

·
Security staff assisted two
students in separate incidents who were
experiencing symptoms of over consuming
alcohol. Both students were transported to
the hospital for further evaluation.
Crime Prevention
Crime prevention is a community
responsibility. Please do your part to keep
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Puget Sound begins the search
for a new provost

By Christina Conry

The University of Puget Sound is currently undergoing a search for a new provost, following
the announcement by current Provost Kristine Bartanen on Sept. 17 that this academic year
will be her last in the position.
The provost is the Chief Academic Officer and Dean, and is in charge of both the
Academic and the Student Affairs Divisions of the University. Bartanen outlined the main
responsibilities she is charged with, including “leadership of 240 faculty members in 45
curricular departments and interdisciplinary programs and management of a team of 150+
staff members in academic support programs, library, institutional research, diversity and
inclusion, Division III athletics, Student Affairs, and strategic planning.”
The standard duties of the provost include faculty hiring and evaluation, chairing the
Budget Task Force, preparing grant proposals, overseeing Civic Scholarship programs and
initiatives, and working with the Faculty Senate, Faculty Advancement Committee, Master
Plan Implementation, Academic and Student Affairs Committee of the Board of Trustees
and Professional Standards Committee.
Bartanen made history as the first woman to serve as provost for Puget Sound, and has
held the position since 2004, longer than the average private college provost term of five
years, according to Bartanen.
Bartanen takes great pride in the progress that the University has made during her provost
career, highlighting the strengthening of curriculum and strides in achieving equity and
inclusion. The most enjoyable part of her work is “making space for, and supporting faculty
and staff colleagues to do good leadership work for the best education of students.
“We have done so in an environment of trust, collaboration and care. I am very grateful,”
Bartanen continued.
Bartanen, in discussing her decision to step down, highlighted the length of her Provost
career and her hope for the future of the University. “I will have had the great fortune
to serve for 15 years. It is time for new academic leadership to build on the gains we are
going to accomplish this year and to fully implement the Leadership for a Changing World
Strategic Plan,” Bartanen said.
Bartanen will be taking sabbatical during the 2019-2020 academic year, stepping down from
provost but retaining her position as a faculty member of the University’s Communication
Studies department.
To go about this search for a new provost, the University has enlisted the help of national

executive search firm Isaacson, Miller, an organization with a mission statement of “recruiting
exceptional leaders for mission-driven organizations.”
In addition, the University has compiled an Advisory Search Committee to work closely
with Isaacson, Miller. The committee, chaired by Puget Sound President Isiaah Crawford,
consists of 18 members of the campus community, including faculty, students and staff.
The committee’s role is to select and interview candidates, and once finalists are selected,
recommend them to President Crawford.
Gayle McIntosh, Vice President for Communications and Chief of Staff, provided insight
to the need for a search firm: “For high profile national searches for key leadership roles, we
engage the assistance of a search firm to help us identify and attract a diverse pool of highly
qualified applicants.”
Issacson, Miller spent two days on campus last week meeting with the Advisory Search
Committee and hosting faculty and campus-wide forums, giving the campus community
the opportunity to come and voice their opinions on the qualities and qualifications the next
Provost should possess.
Those present at the open campus forum on Nov. 8 highlighted several important provost
qualifications, all with the common theme of hiring a provost who shares the progressive
attitudes of the University and a passion for diversity and inclusion.
Community members from International Programs highlighted that less than 0.5 percent
of students are international, and that they want a provost who has a background of
internationalizing and can help expand the University’s international presence.
Other qualities and qualifications discussed include hiring someone who comes to the
position with a race and equity lense, regardless of their race, and that they are well-versed
and willing to learn.
Necessary to the provost position is someone who is reflective of the University’s recently
approved strategic plan, especially possessing a shared goal of expanding the University of
Puget Sound’s reputation nationally and working to improve student relations and retention.
The provost search has just begun, and there are many more opportunities for campus
community members to become involved. If you have any recommendations for candidates,
qualities, or qualifications for the next Provost, direct them to Isaacson, Miller (scurran@
imsearch.com) or to the search committee chair President Crawford (president@pugetsound.
edu).

Student market invites Loggers to create

By Kylie Gurewitz

Each semester, the student market provides
student artist, crafters, bakers and makers of
all kinds with an opportunity to sell their
creations on campus. This semester’s student
market was held last Friday, Nov. 11, in the
rotunda of the Wheelock Student Center.
The market was made up of students selling
their own art, crafts and baked goods. There
was also a clothing swap table and a KUPS
table.
“The student market is a bi-annual event
(once per semester) that allows student
artists, crafters and makers to sell their art
at a market-style event. KUPS and student
performers play during the event,” Sophia
Munic, organizer of the market, said. “It is
a fun way to cross paths with people you
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haven’t seen all semester as well as support
your friends,” Munic added.
When asked what made her want to take
on this project, Munic replied, “My passion
is bringing people together around artistic
and creative environments. And as an artist
myself I also have a great time at this event.”
In planning the event, Munic focused on
making the market an enjoyable experience.
“My goal was for people to sell their art and
and have a good time, pretty simple but
still incredibly important. And it’s always a
really fun ‘come as you are’ kind of thing,”
Munic said.
Student vendors sold a wide variety of
items, from customized clothing to baked
goods to visual art of all kinds, including

stickers and embroidery.
Junior Maddie Golitz was selling a
collection of screen-printed T-shirts and
sweaters, as well as stickers.
“I was looking for a way to sell my work,
and there’s no better way than among my
peers,” Golitz said.
Another junior, Arisa Dintcho, sold vegan
baked goods, necklaces, crystals, lip balms
and socks. “I really like crafts and making
things, and when I first came to the craft
fair I thought I could make a lot of the stuff
people were selling so I thought it would
be a good opportunity,” Dintcho said. Both
student vendors expressed that that they
were enjoying the event.
Compared to past semesters, this student

market was slightly smaller than usual.
Munic also explained that issues with
Room Reserve led to a lack of musical
equipment, which barred some of the
student performers from playing their sets.
Despite setbacks, the event seemed
largely successful, with many students in
attendance, and student vendors enjoying
the opportunity to sell their work on
campus. And though many musicians were
unable to play, KUPS DJs still provided a
musical element to the event.
If you were unable to attend this semester’s
student market, there is always next
semester. Munic added that next semester’s
market will be a part of Earth Week, so an
emphasis on stainability can be expected.

Students table, sell and showcase their art at the student market
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OPINIONS

Opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of The Trail staff, ASUPS, the University or its Board of Trustees. Articles and letters in the Opinions
section are printed at the discretion of the Trail editorial staff. The Trail reserves the right to refuse any letters submitted for publication. Letters to the editor will
not be edited for grammar, spelling, or content, except in the case of material that is considered to be offensive, as determined by the Trail style guide. All letters to the
editor must be signed and must have an email address or phone number. Letters for publication the following Friday are due no later than Monday at noon and may
be sent to: The Puget Sound Trail, 1095 Wheelock Student Center, Tacoma, WA 98416 or trail@pugetsound.edu.

The
Opioid
Epidemic:
Trends &
taboos
By Bailey Gamel
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Opioid addiction: the systemic epidemic that threatens
the nation, and that nobody wants to talk about. Mac
Miller’s death on Sept. 7 brought the opiate fentanyl to the
headlines, but many failed to see the larger connection to
the nationwide epidemic.
Our culture has a tendency to treat celebrity overdoses
as individual experiences; a culmination of the celebrity’s
personal history and circumstances. Fentanyl, however, has
killed tens of thousands of Americans. Miller was one of its
many victims.
According to AddictionCenter.com, any form of opium is
considered an “opioid.” This includes drugs like morphine,
codeine, oxycodone, all of which are legal prescription drugs.
However, opioids also include drugs such as heroin and
illegally-produced fentanyl.
Fentanyl tends to be not as well-known, although it first
gained some notoriety with the death of Prince in April
2016. It is substantially more dangerous than heroin and it
has been making its way across the country with the rest

of the opioid crisis. Fentanyl has become such a serious
problem that CNN did an extensive investigative report on
it. This report shows the far-reaching effects of fentanyl and
the opioid epidemic. One of the largest dangers in fentanyl
is that oftentimes users do not know they are getting
fentanyl. Instead, they believe they are getting heroin. There
are often cases in which cocaine is used along with fentanyl,
an extremely dangerous combination. This mixture is what
killed Miller.
The source of the opioid epidemic is by and large
prescription drugs. AddicitonCenter.com reports that “80
[percent] of people suffering from an addiction to heroin
started with a prescription for an opioid pain reliever.”
These drugs are highly addictive, causing people prescribed
them for pain to become entirely reliant on the drugs. When
their prescription runs out, people may seek to find the same
high by going to heroin.
According to DrugAbuse.gov, the Midwest is being heavily
affected by this, with an overdose increase of 70 percent in

just one year. This is not an issue just affecting small towns
either; cities have experienced a 54 percent increase in
overdoses in recent years as well.
Washington state is by no means immune to this
issue, either. In fall of 2017, both Seattle and the state of
Washington sued the producers of opioids, as reported on by
MedicalExpress.com. They joined dozens of other cities and
states in doing this as a means to combat the crisis.
This epidemic has cost states billions of dollars. According
to the Seattle Times, $34 billion has gone towards costs
associated with overdose deaths in Washington state in
just four years. This cost could potentially be reduced by
preemptively addressing the issue and preventing addiction
in the first place.
More support for people who are addicted to opioids
is necessary. The response to the crisis should not be to
incarcerate people who use, but rather to get them treatment.
Rather than spending money on punishment, states should
allocate money towards rehabilitation centers.

Demystifying your scholarship:
By Isaac Sims-Foster

Thank you notes and donor ethos

A myriad of students may have noticed something new
on their myPugetSound home page to do list this semester:
A request to write a Thank You Letter to the donors of a
named scholarship that students may be receiving in their
financial aid package.
There’s more to these letters than meets the eye. Some
students, especially returning students, have noticed an odd
shift in their financial aid packages after receiving news that
they’ve been awarded a new scholarship. Instead of finding
their cost of attendance reduced by the scholarship, they find
that their Puget Sound Alumni or merit scholarship has
been reduced by the amount the new scholarship is equal
to. In other words, the money has been moved to a separate
name, and the student sees little to no actual change in their
cost of attendance.
While these letters make sense and really aren’t a significant
burden on students, I can’t help but feel as though they
reveal some of the ugly truths behind the costs of higher
education.
By allowing our higher education system to be dominated
by privatization and capitalism, we’ve created a vacuum for
students like me, who have high need for financial assistance.
We barely make it through the first year financially, working
hard to cement a place and set high expectations of ourselves,
and then seemingly get rewarded — but it turns out, this
reward is actually just a name attached to our financial aid

package, and nothing actually becomes less costly. Then
we’re asked to write these letters, but as you can imagine,
it almost feels like we’re beggars, throwing ourselves at the
feet of our sponsors, bestowing them with the power over
our education on the grounds that they are providing money
towards it. Hearing that these donors are desperate to hear
our stories gives me the impression that they’re looking for
evidence of the good work they’re doing, like a pat on the
back for helping someone get through the outrageously
expensive process of higher education.
The practice of writing and sending appreciative letters to
the donors of scholarships is not a new practice on campus,
as Director of Donor Relations and Campaign Programs
Rebecca Harrison ‘01 explained: “We have always requested
that students write thank you letters to their donors for these
stewarded funds. If there’s a living donor who’s receiving
updates on their fund, we ask for thank you letters. Several
years ago, if students didn’t complete that task, they would
get a registration hold. We don’t do that anymore, but we’ve
been struggling with how to incentivize students.”
“We understand students are busy, and so we give a lot of
time — and it’s a nice thing to do. Our donors are starting
to complain to us, because we still send them reports but
they don’t hear from students. And they’re paying more
attention, they want to hear from students, they like to hear
your stories, they like that extra touch. So we put our heads

together with Student Affairs and asked, ‘What can we do
to incentivize students to do this task without being a total
burden?’ We learned from other offices that a checklist item
was working, so now any student who receives a stewarded
fund sees this checklist item on their account.”
Naturally, I want to thank whoever is helping me attain
a higher education. But this whole situation unfortunately
demonstrates the way capitalistic power structures have
infiltrated higher education in the first place. The fact that
higher education, which is so vital to a person’s self-awareness
and humanity (especially in our current sociopolitical
climate), has become so unattainable that students must
attend schools under the assumption that they will need
financial assistance, is pretty unbelievable.
The reality is that my education shouldn’t rely on someone
else’s money. It shouldn’t rely on anyone’s money because
education is a human right. I try to keep this in mind as
I write letters to my donors, ever so grateful for their
generosity. But the fact that a Puget Sound education is so
expensive, that there exists a class of alumni who donate
exclusively to helping others obtain it, is a glaring issue. On
top of that, there is undeniably an amount of damage to
one’s pride and independence that comes from being told
via email that someone else has elected to hold power over
your education and whether or not you can return to campus
next semester.

HAPPY TRAIL

5

November 16, 2018
lnkelly@pugetsound.edu

PAGE DESIGN/LORI KELLY

The Happy Trail is The Trail’s weekly sex column that seeks to inform the community on issues related to sexuality and gender by addressing these topics in an education-based way. Our mission is
to make the campus a safer place by normalizing and demystifying topics like safer sex practices, sexualities, kinks and polyamory, while shedding light on topics like trans rights, sexual and domestic
violence, gender inequalities and intersectionality. Happy Trail correspondents are not medical professionals; if you have a medical concern contact CHWS or a local clinic. Otherwise, direct your sexuality and gender questions to lnkelly@pugetsound.edu. Respond to Happy Trail articles in the form of a letter to the editor sent to trail@pugetsound.edu.

What is polyamory? Dispelling myths about
non-monogamous relationships
Polyamory is a term that I didn’t hear until
college, when acquaintances told me about
how they “opened up” their relationships.
I still haven’t seen much representation of
such relationship styles in popular media,
unless you count random off-colored
jokes about “swingers” in older movies. In
college it seems to be much more popular,
where books like “Ethical Slut” by Dossy
Easton and Janet Hardy have circulated on
campuses throughout the country.
According to communication studies
professor Bianca Wolf, however, in
communication research there is still as
much stigma about polyamory amongst
young college-aged folks as there is in
older circles. When my coworker asked
me what the difference between casual
dating, hookup culture and polyamory
is, I realized that it was actually difficult
for me to answer, so I decided to do some
research.
Polyamory is defined by Webster’s
Dictionary as “the philosophy or state
of being in love or romantically involved
with more than one person at the same
time.” This can mean many things. Poly
folks can and do commit in the same way
that monogamous people do. Oftentimes
a polyamorous person and their partner
will open their relationship to have
relationships with other people, whether
they are casual or more serious.
While it may seem like a trendy new
term, polyamory as a concept has been
around for a long time. According to the
Ancient History Online Encyclopedia,
the relationship model has been written
about in ancients texts from Mesopotamia,
Egypt and Greece, and is even mentioned
in the Qur’an and the Bible.
It is important to note, however, that in
ancient texts polyamory has often only been
portrayed as a man with multiple woman
partners. Unfortunately, polyamory from
a woman or LGBTQ person’s perspective
has not been documented as far back in
history.
The term “polyamory” itself can be
traced back to the early 1970s in the
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By Ellen Finn

Polyamorous relationships come in all shapes and sizes: two men and one woman, two
women and one man, all women or all men, and many more!

Haight Ashbury district of San Francisco,
the epicenter of the “Free Love” hippie
movement that began in the 1960s.
Polyamory, otherwise known as nonmonogamy, is relatively common.
According to research published in
Psychology Today in 2014, there were
as many as 2.4 million people practicing
non-monogamy in the United States.
Morethantwo.com, a website about
polyamorous lifestyle for polyamorous
communities, suggests that in order to have
a healthy polyamorous relationship, people

must rely on explicit communication
and set boundaries, just like in any other
relationship. The site encourages people
to avoid coercing their partner(s) into
what they want the relationship to look
like. Instead, it is important to pay close
attention to what the other(s) want out
of the relationship. Morethantwo also
suggests that couples avoid keeping score
of who has more partners, avoid vilifying
other partners and, most importantly, to
keep track of your changing needs and
communicate them effectively.

Polyamory and open relationships
certainly aren’t for everyone. Being
polyamorous doesn’t automatically solve
any problems that occur in monogamous
relationships, and those in polyamorous
relationships are not necessarily more
enlightened in terms of romance and sex
than anyone else.
It is normal and possible to explore
polyamory, but it doesn’t mean that you
must stick with it. Some people find that
it is not a safer emotional option for them
and they turn back to monogamy.

Tinder, Grindr & Her: Comparing LGBTQ-friendly
dating apps
By Bennett Johnson

Dating apps aren’t guaranteed to work. Well, actually,
that depends. A portion of your outcome with these apps
depends on what you look like, what your name is and
especially where you live. Dating apps work the way they
were designed to.
Tinder’s release statement “Match Group 2015 Financial
Results” reveals there are around 9.6 million daily active
users. There was no public information about the dating
app Her, and according to the New York Times, roughly
3.8 million individuals use Grindr daily.
“Grindr is toxic,” senior Walker Hewitt said. “On Grindr
you can search for certain races, which is f—-d up, and
people are intolerant with people who aren’t white. There
is especially a lot of transphobia,” Hewitt said.
Hewitt, who is white, has noticed “some people fetishise
[black people] and say, ‘Give me that BBC,’ which is ‘big
black cock,’ for anyone who doesn’t know what’s up on
Grindr. ... Black and trans people aren’t here to fulfill your
fantasies. That’s f—-d; go read a book.”
Recently, photos of a “Kindr Grindr” have been surfacing
onto social media. Photographer Rakeem Cunningham
has been working with a new campaign to make Grindr
a kinder place to be. Cunningham is taking photos that
highlight all members of the gay community.
“He is so cool. Everyone listen to Podcast of Color —
Rakeem is in it and it’s for gay people assigned male at
birth and all they talk about is gay s—-t,” Hewitt said.
Other than that, Hewitt didn’t know what the new

Kindr Grindr is.
Essentially, Kindr Grindr is re-establishing the ground
rules and behavior policies users are required to follow
on Grindr. As stated on KindrGrindr.com,“Everyone
is entitled to their opinion. Their type. Their tastes. But
nobody is entitled to tear someone else down because of
their race, size, gender, HIV status, age, or — quite simply
— being who they are.” Grindr will now ban any member
who is reported for inappropriate behavior or bigotry.
“I think it is unlikely to change anything,” first-year
Chris Moore said.
I spoke with senior Amanda Cobb about the lesbian
dating app Her and the experiences she has had with it.
“Her is much more about community than hookups. You
friend people as opposed to matching with them,” Cobb
said.
One way Her is very different than Grindr is how you
can chat with other people but can’t send photos. When
Cobb used the app, she was always chatting with people
who didn’t go to Puget Sound.
“Her is mostly used by older women; there are events you
can go to,” said Cobb.
The app asks you to write a lot of information about
yourself; people using Her are actually getting to know
one another. I asked Cobb if she ever experienced any hate
while using Her.
“It is a very female empowerment queer empowerment
app, so definitely not, people are generally very sweet.

But I’m cis and white, so I don’t know what other people
are feeling,” Cobb said. According to Cobb, Her was an
open and safe space for her introduction to the LGBTQ+
community to begin.
“When I meet up with someone queer, I’m like what
is the situation, what’s the tea, what’s the deal?” Hewitt
said. “Queer people love to exchange information — we
are always on the cusp of popular culture — exchanging
information is a way to survive in a society that wasn’t built
for us. There is a lot of knowledge in the queer community.”
Dating apps like Her not only build community, but they
also foster information between people.
“Grindr can be sleazy, but it is important for the gay
community to have a place to congregate even if that isn’t
physical,” Hewitt said. However, these places are also a
place where bigotry has a prevalent history and the recent
protest of users reveals how the LGBTQ+ community has
issues it needs to fix.
If you want to explore your sexuality, dating apps aren’t
a bad place to start. You don’t have to worry about pesky
family members and you control your private information.
Hewitt shares the friendly reminder: “Don’t send dick
pics if I don’t ask, and always ask if you want to trade
pictures first. Also, it is fun to chat with people. Sending
pictures is instant gratification; you think they are hot,
they think you are hot and you don’t have to have anything
more than that.”
I’m going to go reload Grindr now.
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International activist and Take Back the Night
bring women’s issues to campus
By Maddy Campbell

On the same evening as the
biannual Take Back the Night
march against sexual assault,
activist Jaha Dukureh’s Nov. 7 visit
broadened the campus discussion
to one of international women’s
rights. Dukureh is the first
African UN Women Goodwill
Ambassador and a 2018 Nobel
Peace Prize nominee for her work
to end female genital mutilation
(FGM), which she covered in
her talk “A Survivor’s Journey to
Ending FGM.”
Dukureh’s lecture discussed the
steps that she and her organization,
Safe Hands for Girls, are taking
to end FGM and child marriage
around the world. Students
gathered again later that night for
the Take Back the Night march.
According to the World Health
Organization’s website, FGM is a
procedure of intentionally altering
and injuring female genitals for
non-medical reasons. Problems
that result from FGM range from
extreme discomfort during sex to
death due to severe bleeding.
Before she began her talk,
Dukureh
showed
a
short
documentary about the history of
her activism. The 20-minute video
tells the story of how one petition
turned into a global campaign,
an international organization and
tangible change in the Gambia
and other countries.
After the video, Dukureh began
by sharing her motives for speaking
out against FGM and child
marriage practices by connecting
them with her own past. She is a
survivor of both FGM and child
marriage, having been married at
15.
“What happened to me, I didn’t
want to see any more girls go
through that experience. As a
result of that, I started to speak
up. When I started talking about
these issues, I never in a million
years thought that I would be
standing in front of you or that the
world would get to know who I am

PHOTO CREDIT TO EMMA JONES

Dukureh speaks passionately to audience
through my work,” Dukureh said.
Her global-scale efforts began
four years ago in 2014 when she
saw a petition from London to
end FGM and decided to create
her own.
Dukureh’s petition gained over
220,000 signatures, which brought
it to the attention of leaders
such as President Obama, who
ordered the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) to
conduct a study on the issue. The
CDC found that more than half a
million girls in the U.S. alone go
through FGM every year.
Dukureh’s work continued in
2015 when she returned to her
home country of The Gambia and
followed the country’s president,
Yahya Jammeh, on his political
tour. After she got the chance
to speak to him and his cabinet,
Jammeh issued a historic statement

that banned the long-held practice
of FGM in the country.
Dukureh explained that her
organization is tackling the
problem from many different
angles, but she explained that
the most important aspect was
severing the connection of FGM
practices with religion.
“We work with religious leaders
and try to convince them that this
is not in the Qur’an, it’s not in the
Bible, it’s not in the Torah,” she
said.
“It’s something that’s brought
by culture, but culture changes.
Looking at the U.S. for instance,
slavery was a culture in this country.
For us to be able to move past that
shows that culture is not one thing
and culture is not stagnant,” she
said.
Dukureh also talked about
the value of individual voices,

specifically the voices of survivors
of FGM and child marriage, in
creating change.
“I’m using my own story as an
example and showing a lot of these
young women that were forced to
get married at such an early age
that they too can make it out of
whatever situation they’re in. …
We believe that in sharing our
stories, it’s not only about ending
the practice but about healing
ourselves in the process,” she said.
Dukureh talked about the fact
that her work comes with a lot
of risks, particularly when she
confronted President Jammeh
about FGM practices in The
Gambia. She recognized Jammeh
as a feared dictator and went into
her work fully aware of the risk
involved.
“If I tried to talk to the president
of Gambia, one of two things
would happen — I would either
end up dead or I would get what
I wanted,” she said. Though in
that case, the latter was the final
result, Dukureh acknowledged the
danger that persists for her today,
consisting of insults and death
threats to her and her family.
Although her work has greatly
affected her safety, Dukureh
expressed how important it is that
she doesn’t stop advocating for
these rights.
“I believed in doing the right
thing. I knew that even if I ended
up dead, there would be a lot of
people all over the world that
would stand up and say something.
When you look throughout history,
there were always people who
stood up for what they believed,
and some died as a result of that,
but because of their courage, a lot
of things changed after them,”
Dukureh said.
Dukureh and Safe Hands for
Girls aim to have FGM and child
marriage banned everywhere by
2020 and to have these practices
eradicated by 2030. Until then,
Dukureh and her team will

continue visiting cities across the
country and around the world to
spread their message and to spread
awareness.
The Take Back the Night march
later that night promoted similar
themes of self-advocacy and
survivor-led change. About 20
students carried posters, chant
sheets and electric candles as
they marched. The group spread
messages of hope, safety and
empowerment throughout Union
Street, 6th Avenue, and Alder
Street.
The event was organized by
B.R.A.Ve (Bystander Revolution
Against Violence) as part of a
long-standing tradition on this
campus, and on college campuses
around the world. Take Back the
Night marches and events began
in the 1970s intended as direct
action against domestic violence
and rape.
Though the group was smaller
than previous years, they exhibited
no less power and energy. They
prompted bystanders to come out
of their homes and join them with
chants like this: “End it, end it, end
the silence! Stop it, stop it, stop the
violence!”
The group continued the event
with an open discussion in the
Rotunda after the march. The
space was provided for survivors
of assault and allies to share their
experiences and feelings, and offer
support where it was needed.
Dukureh offered an empowering
sentiment in her talk about how
individuals can approach these
issues and begin to solve them.
“You don’t have to know what
the practice is, but you can educate
someone, you can learn more
about it,” Dukureh said. “We can
continue to raise awareness to
make sure this ends within our
lifetime. I believe that our moral
obligation as human beings is to
start caring more about not what’s
happening around us, but what’s
happening in the world.”

Professor Sackman’s ‘Democratic Vistas’ rewrites
Western History

By Finn Dobkin

The John D. Regester Faculty Lectureship is an annual
November tradition at the University of Puget Sound. The
lecture series commemorates the late John D. Regester, a
former philosophy professor and Dean of Puget Sound’s
graduate school.
Going into its 46th year, the lecture series featured history
professor Dr. Douglas Sackman this year. Previewing his
upcoming book titled, “American Panorama: Rediscovering
the History of the North American West,” Dr. Sackman
gave a detailed counterhistory of the creation of the
American West.
The lecture began with a brief introduction from English
Professor Dr. Nancy Bristow. “Doug’s students have learned
to view the worlds of the past as meeting places,” Dr. Bristow
said. “It is a place where we understand our responsibility
as human selves.” Though the introduction was brief, Dr.
Bristow’s words highlighted Dr. Sackman’s status as a role
model and inspirational figure on campus.
Following Dr. Bristow’s introduction, Dr. Sackman began
his address with an overview of his project, which he said
“aims to paint a broad history the West.” This project “both
made homelands or destroyed those of others.” This was an
important motif for the evening.

Though Dr. Sackman’s speech covered a vast amount
of time and space, his message was clear. The project of
American democracy is undemocratic. Instead, he argues,
it is premised on the belief that “the white race alone would
command the earth.”
The racial hierarchy that Dr. Sackman discussed was seen
as America being the starting point of history. “Americans
have long embraced the vision that they are leaving history
behind,” Dr. Sackman said. “The future is painted as the
unfurling of American democracy across unrelated lands.
America is immaculately conceived.” This romanticized view
of the West made heroes of its settlers while dehumanizing
the indigenous.
2016 saw the #NoDAPL protests, which sought to block
the construction of an oil pipeline through Lakota lands. Dr.
Sackman went on to note that the events on the Lakota’s
Standing Rock Reservation are evidence that this racial
hierarchy still exists, just in a different form.
The lecture was wrapped up with several observations:
“Where do we stand as people?” Dr. Sackman asked the
audience. Noting the tumultuous time that both the city
of Tacoma and our country face in their relationship to
immigrants, Dr. Sackman expressed his belief that we

are seeing the “boundaries of race and opportunity being
policed.” He ended by posing a question to the audience:
“Who can give us a democratic vision?” With that, the
lecture was opened up to questions from the audience.
The first question came from a literature professor who
shared her thoughts on the lecture. “It’s not history. It’s
poetry,” the professor remarked. “Why did you choose to
tell the story of the West in this way?”
“It’s a unique way to tell a story,” Dr. Sackman replied.
“How do you tell the story of a vast region over a vast
amount of time?”
Dr. Sackman’s poetic tone was essential to his visceral
portrayal of the West. The historic narrative Dr. Sackman
presented wasn’t just an alternative interpretation of
the history of America. Rather, it was a challenge to the
mainstream ideas of the relation that society has to land,
nature and indigenous folk.
Though Dr. Sackman’s lecture is difficult to articulate
through words alone, it was clear that attendees left the
Tahoma room with many thought-provoking ideas to
consider.
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Not your average student:

Ronda Peck is a mother, veteran and art major
By Brynn Svenningsen

“Ronda is a real inspiration,” art and art
history professor Elise Richman said when
asked about student Ronda Peck. Like
other Puget Sound students, Peck has been
working hard for four years to complete
a bachelor’s degree. Unlike most other
students, Peck is also a mother and military
veteran.
“I was like, ‘Okay, I’m home,’” Peck said
when asked how she knew a ceramics
major was for her. After 21 years in the air
force working as an emergency medical
technician, Peck decided to come back to
school as a so-called “returning student.” She
remembered her interest in art, specifically
ceramics, during high school.
“I retired out of Joint Base Lewis McChord
air force. I googled college ceramic classes
near me, and Puget Sound dominated the
search. So, I made a phone call to admissions.
… I wanted to keep an open mind, but I felt
that because I gravitated towards ceramics
in high school that I may come back to it,”
Peck said. For Peck, 21 years away from
ceramics didn’t lessen her passion for it.
Peck’s journey to becoming an art major
has been unique from that of an average
Puget Sound art student. As a returning
student, Ronda has much more life
experience than many of her peers. She is
also extremely focused, knowledgeable and
encouraging to her classmates.
“There is a level of maturity that makes you
really hungry for knowledge and growth,”
Richman, Peck’s professor for painting class
last spring, said. “There is a type of wisdom
and experience and a desire to learn. She is
there for the right reasons. … She knows
why she is there and she is focused.”
As a ceramics major, Peck was nervous for
the painting class and the difficulties that

this new medium might bring. Peck was
also worried about the time that this class
might take up and how she would continue
to balance her roles as parent and student.
A large motivation for Peck’s choice to
attend college was her son. Peck believes
that her attendance at the University will
help her son when it is his opportunity to
go to college.
“He understands that I’m passionate about
it, so when I say, ‘Hey buddy, we need to go
to the studio tonight,’ he always says, ‘OK
Mom.’ He has never said he can’t go and he
always says OK. I think he observes how
passionate I am about it and I would hope
that I could give that back to him. If he says,
‘I want to study communication or art or
science,’ whatever it is, I want to return that
back to him,” Peck said.
When asked about her post-graduation
plans, Peck relayed the expression of any
soon-to-be graduate: she wasn’t completely
sure. She does know that she is interested
in pursuing a Master in Fine Arts. As for a
dream, Peck hopes to have an open studio
space in the future where veterans, and
possibly their service animals, could gather
to create ceramic art and support each other
as a community.
“She is never just thinking about how she
is doing. She works hard, she embodies
that kind of ethos and self-motivation
that is absolutely essential to be an artist,”
Richman said.
It is Peck’s hardworking attitude that has
carried her so far within her own research
and work at Puget Sound. Those traits will
certainly stay with Peck as she continues
into her senior year and in her postgraduation career.
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Ronda and her son at the pottery wheel

Professor Kessel delivers engaging presentation on
American rape culture
By Mary Salmon

In a refreshingly honest and hard-hitting
talk, politics and government Professor
Alisa Kessel presented “The Classic
American Rape Story” to the Puget Sound
students and community on Wednesday,
Nov. 7. Sponsored by the Honors Program,
this event acted as both a presentation and
open conversation discussing rape culture
in America and its consistent narrative
throughout time.
Professor Kessel began her presentation by
defining three key terms in her own words.
She proposed a broad overarching concept
of sexual violence, followed by a more
narrowed idea of hands-on sexual assault
and the most specific action of rape. She
made a point of differentiating these three
definitions to clarify her own discussion of
this topic as well as to emphasize that her
discussion of rape culture more generally
referred to sexual violence.
She then delved into the 2,500-year-old
myth of Lucretia, a chaste woman who was
raped at knifepoint and later committed
suicide.
“She knew she wasn’t responsible.
Everyone told her she wasn’t, but lest her
example be used as an example to justify
unchaste femininity, she killed herself
anyway,” Kessel said. “So the paradigmatic

rape story, the American version, is really the
same story that’s been told in the Western
tradition for centuries.”
Kessel displayed numerous examples of
both Lucretia’s rape and suicide depicted
by artists generations apart, noting how her
story is one still recited today, 2,500 years
later.
“What is it that allows this idea, this
concept, this story, to endure as the story
that helps us understand what counts as
rape and what doesn’t count as rape?” she
asked.
Naming this question as her driving force,
Kessel not only explored this thinking
throughout her talk, but throughout her
additional work surrounding this topic as
well.
“I have been studying different aspects of
sexual violence for a few years and have been
thinking about consent and rape culture
from an intersectional perspective,” she said
in an interview.
“Wednesday’s presentation was a portion
of a talk I gave last summer in Passau,
Germany as part of our faculty exchange
with the University of Passau. I’ve also
talked about rape culture at a few campus
events in support of the It’s On Us work that
has been happening here, and I occasionally

publish opinion pieces in Crosscut, a Seattle
online publication, about issues related to
sexual violence.”
Following Lucretia’s story, Kessel then
proposed other definitions of rape and rape
culture from various sources, pondering the
light in which rape culture is considered
and the depth in which it is regarded. She
followed up by presenting some central
claims that she has made in her work on
this project.
“Rape and rape culture are mutually
sustaining,” she said. “The second thing
I want to say is that … rape culture isn’t
just about violence against women or the
location of women. It’s actually about the
violence against certain women and not
others. … The work that rape culture does
to separate victims from perpetrators and
those separations are very much raced,
classed, rooted in sexuality, rooted in ableist
norms.”
Expanding on these claims, Kessel went
into detail about how rape is often perceived
as being justifiable for some victims but
not for others. She noted the cause of this
difference in beliefs as depending on both
who the victim is and who the perpetrator
is, in regards of race and class. To support
this statement, she noted famous cases such

as the Brett Kavanaugh case, the Brock
Turner case, the Bill Cosby case and the
Harvey Weinstein case.
Kessel
also
presented
numerous
advertisement images and pop culture
examples in which rape culture is present.
These images depicted rape in a normalized
or even sexualized way, and her primary
pop culture example of “Game of Thrones”
further exemplified the cultural distinction
between excusable and inexcusable rape.
“I undertake this research because I think
it is essential political work for victims of
sexual violence,” she said. “I am not doing this
because it is interesting. I’m doing it because
sexual violence is a pernicious problem that
requires conscious and clear-minded work
to eradicate. I’m trying, through my research
and through educational presentations like
the one on Wednesday night, to contribute
to that work.”
To conclude her presentation, Kessel
displayed startling statistics as to how many
people have actually reported an experience
of sexual violence, and voiced her hope that
claiming rape culture in an intersectional
way can help in ending sexual violence.
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First home game for the women’s
rugby team

By Keely Coxwell

“Rugby’s a lot of fun, and we want to make
sure that people who want to can play in
a community that feels comfortable and
welcoming to them without being tied to
binary genders,” Kate Gladhart-Hayes ‘20,
president of the women’s rugby team, said.
The posters for the Rugby team say that
there is no experience necessary and that
“All trans, non-binary, and non gender
conforming people” are welecome. This
move towards inclusivity is a big step
forward and not something many others
teams have done in the past.
“Speaking for myself, it’s really important
to me that our team be a welcoming space
for people of different gender identities
because a lot of women I know in contact
sports find really powerful communities
and opportunities to explore their gender
expression,” Gladhart-Hayes said. “I believe
that it’s essential to open those spaces to

trans and non-binary folks as well.”
“We try to be as inclusive as possible with
all identities. The rugby team has provided a
community for so many different individuals
and we want to make sure it is open to anyone.
Everyone is incredibly supportive and kind;
the sport truly fosters a camaraderie,” Ashley
Rot ‘21, recruitment chair for fundraising,
said. “It is also a group that promotes body
positivity because all shapes and sizes are
necessary to create a good team. We try to
be as welcoming as possible to a sport that
can seem intimidating.”
“In addition to community, a great thing
about rugby is that there is no ideal body
type,” Gladhart-Hayes said. “Different body
types are better for different positions, but
there is a position for every body type.”
As a club team, the responsibility of
scheduling of games is given to the student
leaders.

“We are a club sport, which is organized
by a regional league. We play against
schools like Seattle University, Reed, Lewis
and Clark, and Western Washington,”
Rot said. “Our president, Kate GladhartHayes, works with the league and other club
presidents to facilitate games.”
“We are a part of a league, and our league
organizes most of our games in collaboration
with the presidents of the different teams,”
Gladhart-Hayes said. “There are few if any
varsity rugby teams, so we all have primarily
student leadership. We will sometimes
schedule friendlies ourselves as well.”
“There is a lot to learn about rugby; like
any sport, it has tedious rules. The main idea
is the ball is thrown backwards and players
can run with the ball as the opposing team
tries to tackle them. The offensive team
moves forward with the intention to score a
‘try,’” Rot said. “A try is similar to a goal or a

touchdown; the ball carrier must touch the
ball down in a zone. The overall objective
is to score as many trys as possible in 80
minutes. There are 15 people on each team
at a time.”
On Nov. 10 the rugby team played a game
against a combined team of Lewis and
Clark and Reed.
“I expect going into our game that
we’ll be able to play together well as a
team,” Gladhart-Hayes said. “We’ve been
practicing really hard and really bonding
as a team which is really important, and
since it’s our second game of the semester,
everyone has a better sense of the rules and
what to expect than at our last game.”
“I think that everyone should know that
rugby is a very community-based sport. It’s
full-contact, and people play hard and are
aggressive, but after every game, the teams
eat a meal together,” Gladhart-Hayes said.

PHOTO CREDIT TO KATHERINE KESSLER

PHOTO CREDIT TO KATHERINE KESSLER

Ashley Rot (with ball) fights off a tackle from opposing team.

Both teams looking to recieve an inbounded ball.

Journey to Texas brings soccer season to a close

By Sam Watters

The past weekend saw an end to
the women’s varsity soccer season,
but heads were held high as the
team came home from Texas, where
they lost to Hardin-Simmons in
the first round of the 2018 NCAA
D-III Championship.
Before their trip to Texas was
scheduled, the Loggers needed
to beat Linfield to clinch the
Northwestern
Conference
Championship. However, coming
off the pitch at halftime being
down 2-0 meant their work was
cut out for them during the second
half.
Sophomore left back Sarah
Nasson said that with the season
on the line, emotions were high.
“It was do or die for us, and so
at halftime, there were a lot of
different feelings within the locker
room.” Being down 2-0 at halftime,
people were feeling defeated, but
everyone was trying to rally the
team and we found the motivation
we needed to score three goals by
the end of the game.”
Senior forward Maggie Decena
said there was no doubt in her
mind that the game against
Linfield would be their last: “We
knew we weren’t playing anywhere
near our best, so the tension was
really high.”
The team’s coach, Joe Vari, sent
the team onto the field with the

game plan being to score an early
goal, then tie it by the final whistle,
and hopefully pull away with
another goal in overtime. Never

game was over, meant a win for the
Loggers.
“No one doubted that we could
tie it up with a whole half to play,”

When asked about the biggest
difficulties the team had to face
throughout the season, Nasson
said having so many teammates

PHOTO COURTESY OF LOGGER ATHLETICS

The women’s soccer team in action in Texas.
did he expect his players to blast
three shots into the back of the
net within the last 15 minutes of
the match, which by the time the

Decena said, “so when we were
celebrating at the final whistle, it
was a pretty special moment for
everyone.”

get injured during the season made
each win so much more important.
“We started playing for our
teammates that couldn’t be out

on the field with us,” she said.
“Because when they can only
watch from the sideline, we know
how much they would rather be
playing.”
Moving forward to the team’s
next match up against HardinSimmons, the pressure was set.
“We play Hardin-Simmons in
our first match, and we’ve never
faced them before, so we don’t
know much about their style
of play,” Decena said. “All the
teams we play in our conference
play at a super high level, and
the uncertainty of how HardinSimmons plays is our biggest
challenge.”
It was a scoreless first half of play
against Hardin-Simmons, and in
the 59th minute, they converted
from a corner kick to set the score
at 1-0. The sixth nationally ranked
team scored again almost 10
minutes later.
“We played to the best of our
ability, and unfortunately, we
couldn’t break through,” Nasson
said. “But even though we lost the
game, looking back on the season,
we had to hold our heads high.”
Hardin-Simmons scored once
more in the 72nd minute to nail
down the win, which brought an
end to another great season for the
Loggers.
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Time to hang up my boots
By Tayla McPherson

Almost every athlete who steps onto a
field, court or pitch faces at least one severe
injury during their career that sits them on
the bench for several months, sometimes
years. Unfortunately, I have been one of the
many women on the Puget Sound women’s
soccer team to face a detrimental injury that
once ended my season, and now has ended
my career.
Since I was 5 years old soccer has made up
much of my identity. Every weekend, every
summer and every winter break was planned
around my soccer schedule. When I reached
age 14, I knew I wanted to continue my
soccer career into college. Every free minute
I had I would be in my backyard working
on my foot skills or forcing my little brother
to go to the local park to pass with me. I
didn’t just want to play at the college level, I
wanted to play four years and succeed.
Once I got to Puget Sound I continued to
fall more in love with the game. However,
just a week ago I was told I could never play
soccer again because of a back injury.
At the end of my first college season, I
began to have severe back and leg pain. As
I continued through the off-season the pain
grew worse. One day later that spring I fell
during a fitness test and lost all feeling in
both my legs. After a series of tests, x-rays
and MRIs I found out that I had a broken
vertebra, a herniated disc and a series of
severed nerves in my lumbar spine.
After multiple insufficient cortisone
injections, I had surgery in December of
2015, my sophomore year. That whole season
leading up to my surgery were the most

It is truly hard to describe in words the love
a player has for their sport and teammates.
There is nothing quite like it. The emotional
connection an athlete has with their
teammates because of the hours of work,
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The metaphorical cleats hanging up after a career of soccer.
sweat and tears put towards one shared goal;
in the case of my teammates and I to put the
ball in the back of the net. It seems simple,
yet the time spent mentally off the field,
the tough conversations had, and the love
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A basic description of what happens to your ligament after an ACL tear.
emotionally draining and painful months.
I cried during every practice I watched.
Additionally, the physical pain and inability
to exercise or get my heart rate up increased
my anxiety and depressive emotions, making
it extremely hard to focus in class and on the
sidelines. Soccer was my identity and I did
not know how to function without it.
Now I am in the end of my senior season of
college soccer. I completed a full season my
junior year and then it came back. The pain,
the numbness, the weakness, the moodiness
and the anxious feelings all came flooding
back.
Just a week ago a new MRI of my lumbar
confirmed a re-herniation of my disc at
L5-S1, putting pressure on my spinal cord
and my S1 nerve root. I would need surgery
again. I was crushed. My doctors, the Puget
Sound athletic training staff and my family
all told me it was time to hang up my boots.
The field was no longer a safe place for me.

mindset is a necessity. Often experiencing a
season-ending injury, individuals who want
to continue their playing career must race to
recover for the next season.
Decena explains the rehab process: “Rehab

and support each teammate must provide
to each individual is what embodies a true
teammate.
My story is just one of many athletes who
have experienced season/career-ending
injuries. During just my senior season there
have been five detrimental injuries on the
women’s soccer team, proving the rigor of
the sport and the fight of my teammates.
Knee injuries are an unfortunately
common women’s soccer injury, specifically
tearing one’s ACL. On the current women’s
soccer team there are six women who have
torn their ACL.
A current senior, Maggie Decena, describes
her experience: “Last year, during my third
season on the UPS women’s soccer team
I tore my ACL. Unfortunately, an ACL
tear is a season-ending injury because the
estimated recovery time ranges from nine
to 12 months depending on the individual.”
With any injury patience and a growth

started less than a week after I had my
surgery. The turnaround was very quick,
something I really liked because the day
I tore it was the day that people told me
my recovery started. Recovering from any
type of injury is so much more than just
the physical aspect. It’s also about getting
yourself ready emotionally. I told myself I
had a couple days to be upset, but if I wasn’t
positive mentally and emotionally with the
process that I would struggle a lot.”
Many frustrations come with any injury,
immobility, emotional increase and inability
to exercise at an intensity a college level
athlete is used to. During my first back
injury, I became extremely anxious in the
classroom and when falling asleep because
of my limited availability to workout.
Sophomore Emily Ross, who has torn her
ACL in both knees in the last two years,
agrees: “I think the most challenging part
about this injury for me is not being able
to do high-intensity workouts for the first
few months of recovery. It is often very
frustrating. It’s a long process, however, the
results are very worth it in the end.”
“One of the most challenging parts of my
injury and recovery process is how drastically
my role on the team changed. When you are
injured you aren’t around as much, you don’t

get to socialize with your teammates as much
and you don’t get to travel with the team. It
is so hard to suddenly not experience these
things with your best friends and it is very
difficult to find your new role on the team,”
Tess Peppis said.
Earlier this season on Sept. 22 she
experienced a season-ending injury when
she tore her ACL at Willamette. Peppis,
an extremely talented and influential senior,
was only able to compete in three preseason
games and three conference games before
her season got cut short.
Peppis gives wise advice to those who may
experience a severe injury in their future
college athletic career: “I would say allow
yourself to be upset and frustrated about
this life-changing thing that just happened
to you, but after a few days make sure you
change your mindset and focus on the good
things that are coming out of it. Having a
positive outlook has allowed me to see so
much good in this situation, regardless of
how much it sucks. It does get better, you
just have to be patient.”
One of the greatest benefits of being part
of something bigger than yourself, while
experiencing a bump in the road is the
cumulative support from your teammates.
“I have learned that my team is the most
amazing support system I have ever had. The
amount of love and support they have given
me in incredible. I definitely couldn’t do this
without them,” Ross said.
As a college athlete the goal of your career
should never to be to score the most goals
and create the most stats, but to create the
most memories and help your teammates
be the most successful they can possibly
be. Parting ways with a lifelong dream and
identity makes me extremely sad. However,
I know soccer will always be a part of my
identity in some shape or form. Additionally,
as I continue to recover from my injury I
must hope and dream that someday, maybe,
I will get to put my boots back on again.
Every season or career-ending injury
must include hardship and gratitude to
accomplish any steps towards recovery.
Decena summarizes it perfectly: “Celebrate
the little victories. If you have a long recovery
ahead of you, it is not all going to go your
way. You are going to have good days and
bad days and even setbacks. The thing
that helped me stay positive throughout
it all was getting excited about the little
wins throughout my recovery. While I was
injured, I would have given anything to get
back onto the field with my best friends.
Remember that and keep working towards
it because before you know it, you will be.”
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Student declares sound of wind blowing
through trees ‘too mainstream’

By Grizz’s Toe

This semester posed a challenge for many students at
Puget Sound, but it has been an especially stagnant journey
for audiophile Dave Johnson. Johnson has not left his offcampus house for the entirety of the semester because the
uninspired sound of wind blowing through the trees stifles
his creativity. While his friend, junior Sam Higgins, was
initially concerned, he became frustrated after hauling
equipment to Johnson’s room every single week for his
radio show (which largely features SoundCloud originals
produced by Johnson).
On the day Johnson began staying inside he was walking
from the S.U.B. to his house and the rhythm of the wind
through the trees mirrored Beyonce’s “Single Ladies.”
“You know Beyonce is the epitome of capitalism, right?”
Johnson said. “She’s only in it for the money. And money
isn’t art.” This was the last straw for Johnson, who was
already over the all-pervasive nature of the wind. “It’s
everywhere! It’s like Justin Bieber in 2010!” Johnson said.
On that day Johnson slammed the door to his home,
installed sound-proof windows, and has been inside ever
since.
Johnson went onto explain that current Earth-produced
noises (wind, crunching leaves, waves crashing, etc.)
are omnipresent and completely played out. Johnson is
looking forward to when climate change becomes more
prevalent and extreme, because he believes it will produce
some original sounds.
“Imagine! Five consecutive tsunamis crashing on a rocky
shore,” Johnson paused to think. “Wind speeds of 500 miles
per hour on the regular! Those beats would be sick. I’d be
so stoked!”
For now, though, Higgins continues to do favors for him.
Higgins has been loading the radio equipment into the
bed of his 1995 Chevy for the last nine weeks so that he
can maintain his weekly show and record from his house.
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Dave Johnson in a photo he double-exposed in a fit of anger
against the trees.

When I was a kid, I could appreciate the
breeze while camping with my dad. But, when
I was a kid, I also loved The Black Eyed Peas
and Target,” Johnson said and shuddered.
“Ignorance truly is bliss.”

FACT BLASTS
By Bean McQueen
and Pagliaccio

Gorilla. Lately, we have
been pissed. Seems like
sheep in the United States
— oh, sorry, people — have
an attention span of about,
I don’t know, two to seven
milliseconds. Oh, and by
the way, did you remember
the gorilla?
Didn’t think so.
Instead of helping the
public rise to our standards,
we have stooped to the lowly
lows of the Philistines.
Here you have some short
tidbits — blasts, if you will
— in order to feed that sick,
sick, side of you who picked
up this newspaper and
thought, “What the hell is
this?”
So enjoy. Maybe by
reading a little bit —
emphasis on little — you,
too, will be able to be smart
and cool, like us.

OUTDOORS

Stewards of the community garden introduce Community
Garden Winter©: Community frozen mud pit

Avid campus gardeners will be relieved to know that while the season
of fresh produce is coming to an end, their fun at the community
garden doesn’t have to. The creators of the community garden are now
introducing Community Garden Winter©.
“It’s cold, slippery, and a whole lot of fun,” mud pit designer Brigly Boot
said. “It should bring out the child in anyone who visits. At the very least,
it will bring out their icy, filthy, possibly bruised self.”
Local frozen mud pit enthusiast Allen Goblet was very excited about
this new community resource.
“In my hometown, there was an empty lot down the street where
construction had started on a house, but was cancelled because the
owners gambled away all their money. You could just get in there. I’m
hoping this will be kind of like that,” Goblet said.
Visitors to Community Garden Winter© are advised to wear lots of
warm layers, boots, and a helmet. All visitors are required to sign a waiver.

Life-changing
adventure
in Point Defiance enough to
temporarily silence voices
in head saying, ‘What are we
doing?’

A mounting wave of self-doubt
and disillusionment was calmed
for approximately two weeks by
an inspiring group trip to Point
Defiance. Four students spent
45 minutes looking out over the
Sound before getting too cold and
driving back to campus.
“We should do this kind of stuff
more often,” one student said.
The comment inspired a round
of affirmation within the car,
including claims that “This was so
spontaneous” and “I think we’ll be
friends forever.”
At press time, the voices were
murmuring again.

OPINIONS
Mom, what happens when
we graduate?

I’ve been hearing scary things
from the kids at school. Tommy
says his parents tell him that we go
to Seattle when we graduate. Jenna
says you stay on campus till your
soul finds rest. Lacey says that your
college personality is picked up by
a freshmen who inhabits it until
they, too, graduate and the cycle
continues.
Frank says we become worm
food.

Higgins reported that this process takes him about 12 hours
each time.
“At first I was down to help Dave because I believe that the
wind is an Illuminati-sponsored think-tank brainwashing
the masses. I mean, you hear identical chord progressions in
each sway of the pine. To submit to that noise is to surrender
your individuality and accept your sheep-hood,” Higgins
said. “I value art, and Dave’s Neo-Trash Can Banging show
is so unique that I don’t want anything to get in the way of
his creative flow, but attending all of his classes, doing all
of his work, bringing him every meal, scuffing up his skate
shoes to ensure maximum authenticity and carrying all of
the equipment up to his room each week has been hard.”
Despite the favors being excessive, Higgins expressed his
unwavering loyalty to Johnson and has been brainstorming
solutions. “The wind blowing through the common trees
is what really curbs my dude’s rhythm,” Higgins said. He
went onto say that if he could curate a path to the radio
booth that only went past the rarest trees, Johnson might be
inclined to leave the house.
“The sound of wind through the Ponderosa Pine can’t be
good for anyone now; it even chokes the life out of me. If we
could just pass some Western Junipers, that sound would be
rad — Dave would dig it.”
Johnson pines for the time when his musical palette was
not refined: “When I was a kid, I could appreciate the
breeze while camping with my dad. But, when I was a kid,
I also loved The Black Eyed Peas and Target,” Johnson said
and shuddered. “Ignorance truly is bliss.”
While Johnson and Higgins may have struggled during
this semester, they are hopeful that his lifestyle will improve
soon with seasonal changes. As the trees lose their leaves
and Higgins establishes a route to the radio booth that only
passes the rarest on-campus trees, Johnson may emerge
from his alt abyss.

LIFESTYLE
Party experts release report
indicating that maybe if all
these small themed parties
combine, they could be one
really good party

A long-awaited report on
nightlife
improvement
was
released by party experts indicating
that if all of the small, highly
niche-themed parties combined
into one, you could really have
something there.
“On a given weekend night, there
are three separate denim-themed
parties within an eight-block
radius,” party expert Devin Chope
said. “What if we could bring
those together and have one big
party of people wearing denim?
Would that then make that theme
fun? We don’t know. But we’d like
someone to try.”
Critics of the report have pointed
out how if the parties combine,
then amateur DJs are going to have
to compete for the opportunity to
control the music.
“I don’t care about that,” said the
party experts in unison.

Girl labels herself ‘mom of
the group’; all friends grow to
resent her

“Does anyone have any Saltines?
Chelsea really isn’t doing well,”
called a voice at the party, cutting
over the music. It turned out to
be Merrie Westin, a senior who
considers herself to be the “mom”
of her friend group.
“I love being everyone’s go-to for
Aspirin, advice, or a ride. Where
do you think you’re going, missy?”
Westin said, seeing a housemate
try to leave surreptitiously.
“She asks me where I’m going,
refers to me by my first and
middle name, and scoffs and sighs
whenever I’m not perfect,” Stacy
Jacobson, a friend of Westin’s,
said. “When I first met Merrie, we
were so close, hanging out all the
time; I was super dependent on
her. But now after three years, I see
that she’s just a person, y’know?”
Jacobson continued.
Westin barged into Jacobson’s
room during the interview, asking,
“Can you please finish those thank
you cards? And — are you going to
school dressed like that?”

NEWS

New work-study positions announced for next semester

Junie Buelah, assistant career inventor at CES, listed the following as
new additions to the roster of options:
A lounge singer who lays on the piano outside Diversions.
Uniform: Red velvet dress with a long slit
Pay: Tips
Humble, disheveled bell ringer to pull the ropes on the half-hour.
Uniform: Burlap sack
Pay: A pittance
Basketball scout in the Thompson Courtyard
Uniform: Black visor, sunglasses and clipboard
Pay: Commission

Combat Zone writers are Erin Lungwitz and Hanna Woods. Molly McLean is the Combat Zone editor. Pseudonyms have historically been used by Combat Zone writers. We want to keep this
tradition and credit writers by name in order to promote transparency. Our intent is to make people laugh and to provoke people to think critically.
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Open hearts and open minds at
Diversions open mic night
appreciated the chance to see just how
much talent was alive and thriving on
our tiny campus: “I definitely realized
that I sort of neglect a lot of the musical
performances that happen on campus,” she
said. “I thought it was a really accessible
way to view the performing arts on
campus. I didn’t really anticipate going
even, I was just walking by and I heard the
music and I just walked in.”
Sophomore Jenna Krueger also just
happened upon the event. She too was
taken aback by just how many students
came out to the event. “I think it brought
people together a lot, there were a lot more
people there than I expected there to be,”
she said.
But as much as it brought people together,
the open mic also served as a great way to
highlight individual students who don’t
normally get the opportunity to show off
their talent. Many performers, nervous
at first, opened their set by explaining
that they had just written this song last
night, or they hadn’t played guitar in three
years, only to completely blow the crowd
away (needless to say, there was a lot of
humble-bragging!). The atmosphere was
warm and supportive, as the University’s
underground singer-songwriter scene got
to come out from the woodwork.
It’s surprising the Open Mic Night has
been in remission so long, considering the
substantial group of students on campus
who’d been waiting for an opportunity
such as this to come along. Sophomore
Asha Berkes, who performed two original
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If you happened to walk by Diversions
Cafe last Friday, Nov. 9 for an evening cup
of joe around 5 p.m., you may have noticed
something a bit odd about our beloved oncampus cafe.
For one, the furniture was completely
rearranged, with chairs and tables shoved
into theater-style seating, facing a mic
stand and a speaker on the rightmost wall,
under the wooden archway adorned with
Christmas lights. If the sudden change
sparked a wave of anxiety causing you to
immediately evacuate the premisses, then
you missed out on a great night of student
performances!
For the first time in several years,
University of Puget Sound’s own
Diversions cafe has revived the long-lost
tradition of weekend open mic nights.
Diversions marketing lead Danielle Dean
spoke to The Trail about what inspired
the decision to bring open mic night
back: “Open mic night was something I
really wanted to start,” she said. “Another
student reached out to me from the music
department sharing their same interest so
we decided to get it rolling.”
That student was senior Anand Landon,
who closed the night with a guitar solo.
“I wasn’t expecting it to be as popping
as it was,” he said. “Our sign up sheet was
full within like two minutes. Especially in
these rough times, it’s nice for all of us to
come together.”
Indeed, the open mic night brought
together students of all kinds. Sophomore
Kate Harris spoke to how much she

A Puget Sound student performing at Diversions open mic night

poems, spoke to how grateful she was for
the opportunity to perform her own work:
“I love open mics; I miss it. I went to a
lot in high school and there haven’t really
been any here and I’ve been, like, waiting
for it to happen, so it’s just a huge part of
my life. And I love listening to people and

it’s such a beautiful space and this night
was very close to my heart.”
While the date of the next open mic
night is unknown, with Friday’s success,
there’s sure to be many more to come. And
with them, the student body can expect to
find a loving space to express themselves.

Art as resistance? Mohammad Sabaaneh’s dangerous
political cartoons
By Arielle Harvey

Mohammad Sabaaneh once
spent five months in an Israeli
prison — now he dreams of
peace for his country. Sabaaneh’s

politically charged and sometimes
dangerous cartoons show us the
harsh reality of everyday life for
Palestinians under Israeli control.
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A cover of Illegal Times a publication that Sabaaneh has previously submitted
cartoons to.

Mohammad Sabaaneh lives in
Ramallah, Palestine, where he is
the lead political cartoonist for AlHayat al-Jadida, the Palestinian
Authority’s daily newspaper. His
work has been featured in solo
and group exhibitions in Palestine
and across the globe. He has
won numerous awards and has
participated in cartoon workshops
for children exposed to violence.
His first book, “White and Black,”
depicts the harrowing experiences
of Palestinians under Israeli
authority.
Sabaaneh offered the Palestinian
perspective about the decadesold conflict between Israel and
Palestine on Saturday evening’s
talk at King’s Books in downtown
Tacoma. The talk, “Picture This!
Life & Art in Palestine,” was
hosted by the Tacoma chapter of
Jewish Voice for Peace, a group
supporting Jewish and Palestinian
collaboration and friendship.
Sabaaneh’s comics show a grim
reality for the Palestinians. The
stark drawings from “White
and Black” detail everyday life in
Palestine.
Many show Palestinian families
with downcast eyes trying to pass
border checkpoints surrounded
by barbed wire and gun-wielding
Israeli soldiers. Others depict
Palestinian prisoners huddled in
small, dark cells. For Sabaaneh,
these images aren’t only political,
they are reality.
Sabaaneh,
who
originally
studied interior design, became
inspired to draw political comics
after experiencing the notoriously
violent “Second Intifada,” a

Palestinian uprising against Israel
in the early 2000s.
“I heard from the news that the
Israeli soldier killed my colleague
Zacharia. That’s why I decided as
a Palestinian cartoonist to start
doing my cartoon and resist by my
art,” Sabaaneh said.
This resistance did not come
without cost; he was jailed by
Israel for five months in 2013,
two weeks of which were spent
in solitary confinement. Sabaaneh
described the experience of living
alone in a small, windowless jail
cell as something akin to torture.
In order to stay sane, Sabaaneh
turned to his art.
“I decided I’m not here as a
Palestinian prisoner, I’m here as
a journalist and I will start think
as a journalist inside this prison.
I’m here to report for the people
around the world what’s going on
inside this prison,” he said.
Sabaaneh
drew
numerous
unfinished sketches while in
prison, leaving out any indication
that the works were political until
he was released for fear of further
persecution. Sabaaneh’s ultimate
goal for these drawings was to
humanize the Palestinians.
“I decided that I will start talk
about the Palestinian prisoner,
about the Palestinian people, from
the human perspective, not as we
used to talk about them as a hero
and as superman. We need as a
human being, from the people
around the world to stand with us
as a human being,” he said.
Sabaaneh desires to humanize
Palestinians on both a global and
local scale. Some of his comics

depict the West Bank wall that
separates the Palestinians and
Israelis as a great dividing force.
The enormous concrete wall, built
by Israel after the Second Intifada,
is considered a defense mechanism
by Israel and racial segregation by
Palestine.
“It is not just for border or
for security reasons; this wall
surrounds
everything:
our
relations, our education, our
religions,” Sabaaneh said. “I don’t
think the next generation from
Israel or from Palestinian people
will recognize each other. We
will recognize the Israeli just as
a soldier. We will not recognize
them as a human being, and they
will not recognize us also.”
Sabaaneh, who has been accused
of anti-Semitism and inciting
violence, insists that his wish is for
his people to live in peace.
“My dream as a Palestinian state,
as a Palestinian citizen, is to live
in peace in my land. I don’t care
if it’s one-state solution, twostate solution, no-state solution;
no one cares. All the Palestinian
people now want to live in peace
in their land. … I’m asking as a
human being to live in peace in
my homeland and that’s it.”
Sabaaneh’s work deals with an
extremely volatile and globally
controversial
situation.
His
drawings and imprisonment
prove that art can be used as a
means of resistance. Despite their
controversial nature, Sabaaneh’s
comics humanize and legitimize
the struggles of the Palestinian
people.
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‘Terra et Sonus’ fuses geology and
art in Kitteridge Gallery
“I drew influence from biology and
geology,” Gunderson said about the
inspiration for his works. His ceramic
pieces reflect this influence. They have a
porous exterior that is really brought out by
Gunderson’s bright, clashing color palette.
“It’s all about my continued exploration
into things and objects that are natural and
unnatural, kind of at the same time. There’s
a kind of push and pull,” he said.
This push and pull is clear in Gunderson’s
works. The texture of the surface of the
pieces is reminiscent of a piece of coral or
of a naturally occurring rock formation.
“You feel like you could go out and find
this rock in the wild somewhere,” he said.
However, this clashes with the
otherworldly feel caused by the vibrant,
artificial colors he uses to paint the works.
“The drawings feel like bones or the
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Two worlds collide in the exhibit “Terra
et Sonus” in Kittredge Gallery. The exhibit
features a combination of the talents of
artist Joel Ong and Chad Gunderson,
an assistant professor of art here at the
University of Puget Sound.
The two artists were paired together by
Kittredge Gallery manager Peter Stanley,
who saw that they were both interested
in a mix between science and art and
believed that the two artists’ work would
compliment each other.
“Everything you see here is a direct result
of my sabbatical last spring,” Gunderson
said, who spent four months in Miami
during his sabbatical. It was during this
time that Gunderson created and put
together all of the works on display in
Kittredge, both his ceramic creations and
drawings.
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Pictured: Various pieces from “Terra et Sonus”

Pictured: Various pieces from “Terra et Sonus”

inside of a petri dish,” Gunderson said
of the drawings on display behind his
ceramic creations. The drawings have the
same porous exterior and pigmented colors
that the ceramic pieces do and add to the
natural but artificial feel of Gunderson’s
half of the exhibit.
One thing that sticks out is that all of his
works, both the drawings and the ceramic
works, are untitled.
“I don’t like to title things because I
want the viewer to come to these with no
preconceptions on what it is,” Gunderson
said. “I don’t want people to initially
associate anything with them; I want them
to bring their own ideas, experiences and
viewpoints to the pieces.”
On the other hand, Ong’s works are
titled. Ong’s works, like Gunderson’s, share
a clear connection to science. However,

Ong’s scientific approach is much different.
One of the most striking works you’ll see
when you walk in is a pile of dirt in the
center of the floor. To its left, on a pedestal,
sits a smaller mound of dirt encased in a
glass box. At the very beginning of the
exhibit, this glass box was clear. Six days
later, the box was fogged up and covered in
droplets of water.
It is revealed by the description that this
work, titled “Mound (for Hans Haacke),”
carries bacteria that grow throughout the
exhibit, giving the work a life of its own
and directly incorporating an earthly, living
element into the entire show.
An important aspect of the show is the
music playing in the background. It ebbs
and flows as the viewer walks around the
exhibit, adding an earthly yet ethereal
element to the show as a whole.

‘The Music of Resistance’: A harrowing night of music and
narrative in Kilworth Chapel
By Evan Welsh

Last Sunday night, members from the
Puget Sound and Tacoma community
filled the pews of Kilworth Chapel for a
night of remembrance commemorating
the 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht,
“the night of broken glass,” and for all
who faced oppression in Nazi Germany
and who continue to face oppression
today, in America and beyond.
The program for the evening was an
alternating set of spoken narratives and
song. It began with genuine, heartfelt
introductions from Jihnshil Yi ‘14 and
University Chaplain David Wright ‘96
as well as a poem from Micah Ackerman
Hirsch ‘20 read by Brea Kaye ‘19. The
narratives of “The Music of Resistance”
selected artists and heroes were read
powerfully and confidently by Yi,
Kristina Sinks ‘19, Kelly Johnson ‘19 and
Allison Shapiro ‘19.
Aside from speaking, Jinshil Yi also
served as the evening’s artistic director
and musical center of the program — her
performances on the piano and organ,
particularly those of Chopin’s “Ballade
No. 1 in G Minor, Opus 23” and excerpts
from Fanny Mendelssohn’s “Three
Melodies, Op. 4,” were spellbinding
and emotional. She also accompanied
wonderful performances by violinist
Eumin Woo ‘19 and mezzo-soprano
Professor Dawn Padula.
While “The Music of Resistance” was
initially conceived of over the summer,
and originally focused on using music to
link the hate and bias of Nazi Germany
to hate and bias that persists in the world

today, the tragic, hate-fueled murders
in Pennsylvania, Kentucky and Florida
added a certain weight and urgency to the
night’s proceedings. The 15 people whose
lives were taken in these recent hatebased attacks were represented visually,

xenophobia under the Third Reich and in
America to this day.
“The need for this music and these
stories from a previous generation are
desperately needed right now, on this
campus, and in this country, because the
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Pictured: Images of a protest shown at “The Music of Resistance.”

by name, and in lit candles standing on
a table just in front of the stage — their
presence unavoidable and poignant.
The program took on resistance in all
forms, recognizing and uniting all who
have been victim to the heinous and
persistent attitudes of anti-Semitism,
racism, sexism, homophobia and

forces of hate are thriving right now,”
Reverend Wright said.
The accompanying imagery, directed by
Kaye — featuring art and photos from
past and present — served as a harrowing
reminder of the persisting oppression
and hatred felt in the world. As the final
song, a performance of the theme from

“Schindler’s List” by Woo and Yi, ended,
the slideshow faded into the words
“Never Again” in bold white lettering,
shining against a black backdrop.
It feels like we’ve begun seeing the
words “Never Again” almost every other
week, and it was difficult to see them
displayed again Sunday night. While
it can be discouraging to see how long
hate and fear have been parts of our
society, it is also heartening to know that
there is always a resistance — groups of
unthinkably strong people fighting back
and surviving through action and art.
“The Music of Resistance” was a
thoughtful, somber and beautiful evening,
showcasing the people, stories and music
that shone and continue to shine a light
through the long, dark night of history.
“At the very least, I hope this helps us to
better remember and respond to histories
of violence and injustice. It’s a success
if even one person leaves the event
willing to stick with their commitments
to action for justice, or to deepen those
commitments,” Wright said.
I am sure more than one person left
Kilworth on Sunday heartbroken,
angry and ready to gather the strength
needed to continue the resistance of the
highlighted artists and people. The goal of
the resistance remains the same now as it
did then: to survive and destroy bias and
hate in all of its horrific embodiments, to
make nights of remembrance solely about
the past and to make “Never Again” an
honest statement.

