DR, ROBERT SPRENGER
Robert Sprenger was one of the outstanding
students in his student generation at the College of
Puget Sound.

He was an athlete, had great appreciation

of the outdoors, and was exceedingly well liked by both
faculty and students, and administration.
Shortly after I came in 1942, Dr. Fehlandt came
in and talked with me concerning the development of the
Chemistry Department. ·He said .that there was need of an
extra Staff member.

Dr. Fehlandt had been in the service

and he felt sure there would be another time when he would
be called up .

He strongly recommended Robert Sprenger, who

was then at Syracuse working on an advanced degree.

He knew

that Robert Sprenger would be exempt from military duty because
he was diabetic, although his case was somewhat mild but was
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such a nature that it would defer him from military service.
Following Dr. Fehlandt 's suggestion ·and also that
f

of Dean Regester, on one of my trips to the east, I went to
Syracuse where

Dr ~

Sprenger was doing his graduate work.

I

inquired to find out where he was and was told he was in one
of the very special laboratories in Chemistry.

I remember I

went to see him in .the lab and we sat down at one of the tables
and talked about his days at the College of Puget Sound and
also the future of the College of Puget Sound.

I recall that

it was . snowing in magnificent, beautiful big flakes.

They

looked the size of golf balls coming down with a beautiful
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majesty.

Out of the conversation came the fact that as soon

as Bob received his master's degree, he would come to the
College of Puget Sound as second in command in the Department
of: Chemistry with the understanding that when Dr. Fehlandt
returned from the service he would be the head of the department.
In due time, Bob came to the campus of the College of Puget Sound
where he proved himself to be one of the most outstanding
faculty members we have ever had.

He was a scholar, very much

interested in academic standards and, at the same time, he had
a. wonderful student point of view and was the kind of person to
whom students gathered for social life, for athletic outlet, and
also for personal counseling.

Bob also proved to be one of the

most outstanding men that I had in the entire faculty for the 31
years that I was head of the College and then University.
Bob had a very broad and comprehensive appreciation
for the problems and possibilities of the University.

Often

times he would come in and share his thoughts with me in a
most frank and personal way.

I had absolute confidence in him

and felt very keenly that he was talking in terms of the best
for the students, for the school, for the faculty, and for
the administration.

He made many suggestions concerning faculty

loads and faculty development.

He was. one of the ones that told

me about Professor Sinclair and the feeling that the students did
not have confidence in him and neither did his peers.

He also

was a man who, in latter years of his life, came in on several
occasions and said, "Are you aware of the fact that there are
certain feelings on the part of a very small minority of faculty
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who are exceedingly critical of the administration."

I

had known that Professor McMillan was very critical of Dr.
Todd, although Dr. Todd really brought him from Willamette
and created a spot for him but somehow or other McMillan
never seemed to appreciate that and he was also very critical
ofmy administration for the fact that I did not give as much
prominance to the development ofthe geology department as he
had hoped.

Also the fact that I was very much interested in

maintaining the Methodist tradition.
I

At the same time,

I

Professor McMillan protege, Norman Anderson was very critical
of the administration and always gave an

undercurrent of

basic criticism concerning budgetary matters and, as he said,
"The constant need for a breath of fresh air."

Surprisingly,

he also mentioned the fact that John Lantz, from time to time,
was trying to contact various trustees in a very critical
manner.

Quite often this was done by writing letters concerning

what he called, "lack of innovation in the curriculum,"
although we had a Curriculum Committee and we also had the
University Senate studying the curriculum and we had other
developmental aspects on the academic side.

Most often the

Trustees sent me the letters and asked me what the situation
was.

Of course, I knew that John Lantz was writing to Norton

Clapp concerning his recommendations for the University.
Naturally, I was concerned because John Lantz had been one
of the outstanding students we had in mathematics and also
was seemingtly very well liked by his colleagues.

He was

in the Marines during the war and after coming out, in my
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discussions with him on being a permanent member of the staff,
~lso

he said he would get his master's degree and
doctor's degree.

get his

However, almost immediately his family began

to arrive and before long he had four girls and after a period
of time, a fifth one was born to the Lantz's.

I knew then that

it was not possible for him to get his Doctor's degree simply
because he had such a large family.

I am sure that the fact

that he could not achieve what he wished academically in his
career always gave him a very great sense of frustration and the
frustration showed up in a great many ways - the letter writing
and often he felt he had to lead a campaign either anti-administration or to drive things through that he wished.

For instance,

we had a dormitory called New Dormitory (because we were hoping
we would get a benefactor who would give at least $100,000 to
$200,000 to name the dormitory.)

There came a time when John

was exceedingly frustrated and he lead a drive to have New Hall
called Regester Hall.

Of course, this precluded any major gift

to the University because of naming the building.
pleased

actu~lly

I was very

to have Dean Regester recognized because he

was one of the most outstanding men in the life of the University
of Puget Sound.

He was constantly interested in academic develop-

ment, the the betterment of the faculty, in better teaching, in
a stronger curriculum, and in everything that would make possible
the academic excellence of the University.

I did not in anywise

do anything to thwart John Lantz's program, as a matter of fact,
I thought it was good to change the direction a little bit in
the naming of buildings.
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Also, later on, you could feel a psychological
tension build up in John in his attitude toward the school,
his students, the administration, the curriculum, and the
outside public relations aspects.

There came another time

when he felt called upon to lead a crusade for something
he wanted done.
built.

The last of the fraternity houses had been

It was the "Fiji House".

It was a house that was

not very strong but inasmuch as it was the last one built and
was not named, he lead a campaign and circulated a petition to
have it named for Robert Sprenger.

This was shortly after

Dr. Sprenger had died of diabetes and there was a great feeling
of _appreciation for him and things were at an emotionally high
pitch.

I talked with him and said I did not think it would

be appropriate but was perfectly willing to go along because
I too had had great regard and affection for Robert Sprenger.
I did tell him, however, that he was havi ng the wrong house
named
Sig.

because Bob Sprenger was not a Fiji but was a Kappa
He was advisor for the Kappa Sig for many years and was

their chaperone.

He was much appreciated because he had a

spirit of friendliness and congeniality which made the boys
have great regard and affection for him.
The last of John Lantz's crusades

was when we were

in the process of developing the dormitory program.

We had

asked the federal government for considerable more money to
puf a tower on Todd Hall and a wing that reached out toward
Regester Hall.

We had the allocation tentatively made although

it was considerable amount of money to add to our loan funds,
however, it was for 2.78 or 3 percent interest amortized over
forty years.

I had envisioned the fact that we would have the

lower floor in faculty offices and the upper floors in dormitory
rooms.

John Lantz came before the faculty and said that we never

would need it, we never would have any use for it, it was a
mistake and we shouldn't develop that area.

Inasmuch as I was

not eager to get that much more indebtedness, I did not press
the matter, although in a Board of Trustee meeting in 1979
when there was a great need for dormitory space and when it was
necessary to put more A frames in the forest, I pointed out
publicly to John Lantz that he had blocked the development of
the dormitory system at 2. 78 percent interest.

He said he was

sorry he made the mistake but had felt it was a good thing at
that time.
Bob Sprenger, as I said, was one of the most outstanding faculty members we ever had.

One day he came in and said,

"Dr. Thompson, one of the things we ought to have is a ski
resort.

I think it could be done with very little outlay of

money and yet, at the same time, would give a very wholesome
outlet for our physical education students." In . our conversation,
he said that he had been scouting around and there was about
eleven to fifteen acres in the Cascade area called "Deep Cre ek."
I think it was for $6,000 or $7,000 that we could get "Deep Creek"
with six or seven cabins and a major assembly house with a big
fireplace.

It had a creek running through it.

It had a very

-7fine ski area and looked like it was a good purchase.

I

told Bob that the College would help advance the money if
the students would be interested in helping subsidize the
cost.

This has been many years ago- at least twenty.

We

put up $3,000 and the students put up $3,000 with the understanding that it would be a part of their budget over several
years.

The students were very enthralled with the idea.

Bob

and Mae were chaparones and often went up on weekends with the
students.
On several occasions, Lucille and I went up for the
day, watched them ski, and always had a pot-luck dinner in the
evening.

I shall never forget,the fireplace in the big counsel

room smoked and you not only had picnic food but you also had
barbecued food.
After we had had Deep Creek for a few months, Bob
came in one day and said, "Dr. T., if we ask for it on war
surplus, we c'ould get a ski rope tow where you would have an
Allis Chalmers motor at the top of the slope and it could be
worked out so the students could ride a rope up the slope -and
then ski down.

I was working along with the college on surplus

property at that time and he told me exactly the kind of motor
he wanted and within about three weeks, we had it and Bob and
his crew took it up and installed it.

It was there for several

years and it helped the students get up the slope so they could
. have the fun of skiing down.

Deep Creek was very successful.

We must have had it for eight or ten years.

It rose in value

and became an asset for the Student Body because technically
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they owned it.

Then one day, Bob came in and said, "Dr. T.

the federal government is going to put in a national ski slope
and modern facilities within a few miles of deep creek and
there is no way we can compete with it.

I think our students

have had a wonderful time and have been greatly benefited but
I think
a~sume

no~

we ought to sell it."

I asked him if he would

responsibility for that and he said he would.

it and the Student Body received their money.

He sold

The University

received what we had put in originally and the Student Body
had the appreciation.

I think some of this money went into a

money contribution for the Student Center but I would have to
check that to be sure.
About the same time, Bob came in one day and said,
"Dr. T., the University needs a boat.
Biology, and Geology.

We need it for Chemistry,

I think if you were to go to the surplus

property division and ask for the one that is in Bremerton, you
would get it."

I called the

Surplus Property.
will work it out."

m~m

with whom I was dealing at the

He said, "So, you want the boat?

Fine we

We made the formal application and in about

three weeks Bob came in and said, "Well, the boat is in Bremerton.
All we have to do is pick it up."

Again, I asked him if he and

his crew would like to do it and he said they would.

They took

a boat that belonged to some people that Bob knew and went to
Bremerton and towed it back.

We had it at the Yacht Club.

was a scow kind of landing boat.

It

They brought it horre and cleaned

it up apd then much to everyones chagrin, Bob came in and said,
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"Salt water has gone through the motor and the motor is
completely gone.

However, (and I can still see his eyes

twinkle), there is a new Chrysler 141 horsepower marine engine
on war surplus and if you ask for it, you will get it."

This

was done and sure enough we got the 141 horsepower Chrysler
motor.

Bob and his gang put the motor in and it worked

perfectly.

We had it for a good many years.

taking the Methodist Bishops out on it.

I remember

I remember taking

the faculty for the Methodist Pastor's School out for an
outing.

Bob was in command of it, saw to it that it was

properly taken care of, saw that proper licenses were secured
and really took full responsibi 1i ty for the boat.

There was

considerable upkeep on it, but again the fellows, together
with Bob, seemed to know what to do without too great an
expense to the University.
One day Bob carne in and said, "Well, it appears
that the days of the boat are numbered."
you mean?"

I said, "What do

He said that the Coast Guard had made a rule that

certain size boats must have a full-time engineer and a
second person qualified with proper licenses to be on the
boat at all times.

He said he had talked to the people about

it and there wasn't any way the rule could be escaped because
it was a safety factor.

In all the years of operation, we

never had any accident or problem and it had always been for
the delight of the students, the faculty, and all the people
involved with the University who were interested in it.

However,

when the time carne for the boat to be sold, Bob sold it and I
was very grateful to him for it.
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Bob had two children both of whom graduated from
the University of Puget Sound.
faculty wife.

Mae was a very excellent

She was a registered nurse and worked part

time at nursing.

They lived in a modest home overlooking the

bay with one of the most beautiful views in the City.
years went on Bob's diabetic situation became worse.

As the
He was

an excellent teacher and most greatly beloved by every student
generation.

I began to hear rumors that Bob's eye sight was

failing and one day he came in and told me that there was no
question but that he was going blind.

He said, "Do not worry

because Mae and I have worked out a system whereby every day
she will review the lessons with me and I will be able to quote
them from memory and answer any questions the students might
have." Bob did go blind but he knew his way around so very well
that he had no trouble.

He also had no trouble teaching and he

was considered one of the most outstanding teachers until the
last day of his life.
I

I leaned on him very heavily for the development of
the new science complex, for the latest in chemical laboratories,
chemical equipment, and chemical curriculum.
When it came time for Dr. Fehlandt to retire, he came
to me and said that under no 'circumstances was Bob to be made
head of the department.

He said he was not qualified and he did

not have the leadership ability.

I did not realize until that

time that through the years there had been a growing difference
of opinion.

Dr. Fehlandt had been somewhat inflexible in his
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attitude toward courses, research, and laboratory techniques.
Bob had done all within his power to get him to betome current
and while there was no open confrontation, at the same time,
there was a difference of opinion.

I thanked Dr. Fehlandt

for his suggestions and . pointed out that Bob was one of his
own men, carried out his own tradition in a way, had updated
it, and I did not see how it would be at all possible to

bring someone 'in over him as head of the department toward the
last years of his service to the University.
Consequently, I made Bob headof the department and
watched while he gave excellent leadership to the entire
science department of the University and to the Chemistry
Department in particular.

He was a man of great integrity.

He was one of the great giants on the faculty and a man in
whom I had absolute confidence and whose loyalty and devotion
to the University, the students, the admi nistration, and to
me personally was always very greatly appreciated.

Bob

'
Sprenger's life
is "writ large" in the College of Puget Sound,

in the hearts of thousands of students, and in the great
appreciation which I had for him.
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